
Annual Report
Update from Your 
Executive Director

This has been a year of excitement and some 
transition within the Washington State Recycling 
Association. I am thrilled to have stepped into the 
role of your executive director in February of this year, 
after spending the last two years as your Events and 
Communications staff. Over my two years with WSRA,  
I continue to be in awe of the collaboration and 
passion throughout our membership as we work 
together towards the reduction of waste in our state. 

I want to thank the WSRA Board of Directors for all  
their hard work this year. The hours that they put in 
leading committees, planning educational events, and helping shape the 
future of our association make a tremendous impact on this organization and 
its staff. We are sad to be losing three board members, Jeff West, Jack Bradbury, 
and Troy Lautenbach, when their terms end next month. I want to thank them 
all for their hard work, guidance, and sense of humor that carried us through! 

I also want to thank all of our committee members. With two staff members, 
there is no way that WSRA could do all that we do without the hundreds of 
volunteer hours that this group has shared with WSRA. From planning WRED 
events, to recruiting and awarding scholarships, our committee members do 
so much to ensure the association’s success. If you aren’t already on a WSRA 
committee, please consider joining one this coming year. 

Finally, I want to welcome Amanda Bretz to the WSRA family. Amanda stepped 
in as our Events and Communications Assistant in late March and has hit the 
ground running. I am immensely grateful for her hard work and it is a pleasure 
to work with her. 

If you have ideas, suggestions, or questions about WSRA, please feel free to 
reach out to me at any time. As your Executive Director, I am here to serve this 
association and want to continue to build upon the great work that has been 
done in the past. Thank you, WSRA, for another amazing year. 

Warmest wishes -
Anne Piacentino
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In July 2016, WSRA welcomed two new board members.
• Jenna McInnis (City of Kirkland)
• Ron Jones (City of Olympia)

Five returning members were also elected to the board:
• Dustin Bender (Sunshine Disposal and Recycling)
• Scott Campbell (Waste Connections Inc)
• Alli Kingfisher (WA Dept. Of Ecology)
• Charlie Maxwell (Individual Member)
• Lisa Sepanski (King County Solid Waste Division)

The board met monthly throughout the year to provide strategic direction, manage 
organizational finances, and coordinate the various elements of WSRA.  
 
WSRA also launched a new www.wsra.net this year. This website will help keep our 
membership connected. With social networking support, simple tools for staying in 
touch, space for sharing documents and photos and resources to support committees, 
we can use it to help market our association and highlight great work being done. We 
plan to offer tutorials on how to use the new site in the upcoming months.

WSRA accomplishes much of its work through the association’s committee structure. 
The following are highlights of each of the committees’ work since the beginning of 
our fiscal year (July 1, 2016)

Education
Chair: Candy Castellanos and Dustin Bender

• Held a planning session to organize and prioritize committee work to be done 
throughout the year.

• Created a new application ranking tool for the Student Guest scholarship 
processes for 2017 conference

• Awarded scholarships to nine college Student Guests for 2017 Conference  
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Member Connections
Chairs: Jeff West, Jenna McInnis & Toni Fuller 

• Reviewed the on-boarding process to reach out to and welcome new WSRA 
members and first time attendees at events. Reached out to new members and 
new attendees of WSRA events

• Planned First Time Attendee orientation activity for 2017 conference

Member Programs and Services
Chairs: Jack Bradbury & Ron Jones

• Planned and executed five successful 2016 
-2017 WRED events (Prime Recycling: All About 
Convenience & Cardboard with Amazon; Greening 
the Game with Green Sports Alliance; Paint 
Recycling: More Fun Than Watching It Dry; and All 
Charged Up: Exploring Battery Recycling)

• In the process of planning three more WRED events 
for the 2017 calendar (Brokers, Ports, and Operation 
Sword: Where do your recyclables go? - June 22, 
2017; With WORC - Following the Food Through the 
Composting Process -  September 28, 2017) 

Policy & Advocacy
Chairs: Lisa Sepanski, Kevin Kelly, Troy Lautenbach & Charlie Maxwell 

• Worked on behalf of Paint Stewardship (HB1571/
SB5926), and tracked numerous bills throughout 
the session including SB 5501/HB 1663, that would 
increase the surtax to help fund the MTCA account, 
and HB 1047 regarding a state and local medicine 
return program

• Hosted guest speakers on their committee calls to go 
into depth on specific issues including the WA Dept. of 
Ecology Rule Revisions WAC 173-350. 

• In the process of planning its second Policy & Advocacy Kick-Off event focused 
on the outlook for the second year of the biennium
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WSRA has experienced strong revenue during this fiscal year (July 
1, 2016 - June 30, 2017). Revenue to date this fiscal year has totaled 
$202,526. To date this fiscal year, total expenses equal $184.457. To date, 
net income for WSRA is $34,266.45 which is $16,304 ahead of the same 
time last year. 
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