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WSRA Welcomes New Leadership!
Anne Baunach Named WSRA Executive Director 

The WSRA Board of Directors and staff 
would like you to meet our new Executive 
Director, Anne Baunach. Anne was drawn 
to join the staff of WSRA because of 
her desire to engage more people and 
businesses in focusing on sustainability. 
She looks forward to partnering with the 
board, the membership and the staff to 
make a substantial difference in the state of 
Washington. 

Anne comes to WSRA with a 20 year 
background in mission-based organizations. 
After spending 10 years in shopping 
center marketing, she made a decision to 
move her energy and skills to non-profit 
organizations. She began her work at 
Green River Community College and then 
worked for a variety of other non-profits. 
Most recently, she was the Director of 
Advancement for Agros International, an 
organization that focuses on alleviating rural 
poverty in Central America. At Agros, she was 
responsible for fundraising, marketing, and 
information technology. Prior to that, she 
was the National Fundraising Director for the 
US Programs division of World Vision. Anne 
enjoys working with an organization to set 
a vision and then putting a plan in place to 
reach their goals.

Anne graduated from Western Washington 
University with a Bachelors of Arts in Business 
Administration and has a Certificate in 

Fundraising Management from the University 
of Washington. Anne and her husband Jay 
have been married for 23 years and have 
lived in South King County since 1996. They 
have two children in college: their daughter 
Jaymie is attending Western Washington 
University and son Jonathan is attending St. 
Olaf College in Minnesota. Anne is involved in 
the Auburn community having been elected 
to the school board in 2011 where she 
currently serves as the board’s vice president. 
She is also active at Messiah Lutheran Church 
where she is president of the congregation. 
In her free time, she enjoys cooking, reading, 
and spending time outdoors with her 
Cavalier King Charles dog named Colt.

Welcome Anne, WSRA is excited to have you 
on board!

www.wsra.net
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President’s Message
Chris Piercy, Kitsap County Public Works, cpiercy@co.kitsap.wa.us

Summer is finally here! I hope you all have 
some fabulous vacation plans, or perhaps just 
plans for some R&R time with your families. 

Those of us that make up your WSRA Board 
of Directors are gearing up for our annual 
retreat in a couple of weeks. Every year, the 
lot of us lock ourselves away in the woods 
for a two days to discuss the year ahead 
of us, set long term goals and discuss 
ways to continually provide more value for 
membership and expand the service scope of 
the association. This year will be an especially 
unique retreat, because we are switching 
locations for the first time in as long as 
anyone can remember. Traditionally, the 
board retreat has taken place at Pack Forest, 
near Enumclaw—this year we are heading 
east of the mountains to Leavenworth, WA.

As you are probably aware by now, Emily 
Phillips departed the WSRA on June 26 to 
take on a new professional opportunity. We 
are very excited for her, and wish her the 
best of luck as she continues down her career 
path. I, personally, am very proud of all that 
Emily has accomplished. I look back to when 

I first met Emily at the Glass Summit WRED 
Event in 2010, when we brought her on as a 
contracted admin support employee, and am 
genuinely impressed by the development, 
drive, work ethic and attitude she has 
displayed while working with the WSRA. Any 
organization would be very lucky to have her 
as an employee, and any individual would be 
lucky to call her a friend.

On a happier note, the WSRA board is 
pleased to announce that we have selected 
a new Executive Director to steer the ship. 
Anne Baunach started with the WSRA on 
July 1st, and will hit the ground running right 
away. Anne has an extensive background in 
non-profit management and fundraising, and 
I am incredibly excited to see her extensive 
skills applied to growing the association and 
providing more value for our membership. 
Anne can be reached at abaunach@wsra.net. 
Drop her a note, and help us welcome her 
to the association. I’m sure she is excited to 
meet all of you. 

I would also like to extend a very heartfelt 
“thank you” to Anne Piacentino for her hard 

work during the conference and over the last 
few weeks of leadership transition. Anne is an 
extremely valuable asset to the WSRA, and 
her dedication to the association has been 
wildly apparent since she has come on board. 

I wish you all a fun and safe summer, and 
look forward to seeing you all at some of 
our exciting WRED events in the upcoming 
months. 

 Chris Piercy, WSRA President

Calendar of Events
Calendar of Events

Networking
Member Social
Tuesday, November 17
Wenatchee, WA 

Member Social
November 2015
Western WA location TBD

WRED Events
Light Recycling
Thursday, July 30, 2015
Seattle, WA

Solid Waste Management Planning
Thursday, August 27, 2015
Mount Vernon, WA

Hospital & Medical Waste
October 2015
Eastern and Western WA locations

Register at www.wsra.net

Register today!

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
mailto:cpiercy@co.kitsap.wa.us
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Member_Networking
http://www.wsra.net/?page=WRED_Events_2015
http://www.wsra.net/event/WREDLightRecycle
http://www.wsra.net/event/WREDLightRecycle
http://www.wsra.net/event/WREDLightRecycle  
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Peter DuBois
pete.dubois@clark.wa.gov 
(360) 397-2121

Peter is the Acting Division Manager 
of Clark County’s Solid Waste and 
Environmental Education Division. 
Peter looks forward to representing 
southwest Washington on the 
WSRA Board of Directors. He is 
particularly interested in helping 
WSRA utilize the use of technology 
to communicate with members 
statewide as a part of the 2015-2020 WSRA strategic plan. Peter has 
attended numerous WSRA conferences is in the past and is looking 
forward to getting involved with the Policy and Advocacy committee. 

Margot Du Bey Keany
mkeany@republicservices.com 
(425) 646-2533

Margot is a Municipal Contract 
Administrator with Republic 
Services. As an incoming board 
member, Margot is committed to 
growing the association by working 
to shine a spotlight on WSRA and 
helping to cultivate the future of 
this industry through the increased 
participation of students, individual 
members and emerging industry professionals. Margot is currently 
a co-chair of the Education Committee and also participates on the 
Networking and Fun Committee. 

Abby Christensen
achristensen@republicservices.com 
(425) 646-2521

Abby is a Revenue Share 
Administrator with Republic 
Services. As a WSRA board 
member, Abby looks forward to 
expanding and promoting WSRA 
membership by reaching out to new 
demographics and organizations. 
Abby envisions the association 
becoming stronger leaders in 
advocating for development of sustainable technologies and practices 
through legislation, education, and public service. Currently Abby 
participates on the Education and Networking and Fun committees and 
also took on the planning of the 2015 Recycled Fashion Show. Abby has 
also presented at both the 2014 and 2015 Annual WSRA Conferences 
focusing on her work with recycling pilot projects and educating 
multifamily properties. 

Jack Bradbury
jack@allbatterysalesandservice.com 
(425) 743-7677

Jack Bradbury is the Recycling 
Coordinator with All Battery Sales 
and Service located in Everett, WA. 
As a WSRA board member, Jack 
looks forward to supporting and 
promoting the growth of WSRA and 
its reputation as a leading source for 
recycling information and services. 
Jack is currently involved in the 
Awards and Member Programs and Services committees and has been a 
part of the Policy and Advocacy Committee in the past. 

WSRA Welcomes Five New Board Members! 

Please join us in welcoming Jack Bradbury, Abby Christensen, Peter DuBois, Margot Du Bey Keany and Kevin Kelly who will take office in July as newly 
elected members of the WSRA Board of Directors! These five outstanding individuals will be filling positions vacated by outgoing directors, Susan 
Thoman (Cedar Grove), Jennifer Goodhart (City of Bellevue) and Mark Tveit (City of Tacoma) as well as two added positions as a part of the change in by 
laws in 2014. Thank you to Susan, Jennifer and Mark for your service and hard work on behalf of all WSRA members! 

Kevin Kelly
kkelly@recology.com 
(206) 764-8994

Kevin is the Community 
Relations Manager with Recology 
CleanScapes. Kevin looks forward 
to using his background in 
communications and advocacy 
work to help promote WSRA as a 
leader throughout Washington State 
and help the association provide 
quality programs and services to its 
membership. Kevin’s primary involvement in WSRA has been through the 
annual conference and he currently serves on the Policy and Advocacy 
committee. 

mailto:pete.dubois@clark.wa.gov
mailto:mkeany@republicservices.com
mailto:achristensen@republicservices.com
mailto:jack@allbatterysalesandservice.com
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Leading the Way to Zero Waste
A  Look Back at Conference 2015

On May 17–20, 300 industry professionals from 
throughout the Pacific Northwest gathered 
for our 2015 Conference & Trade Show at the 
beautiful Davenport Hotel in Spokane, WA 
centered on the theme, “Leading the Way 
to Zero Waste.” Conference participants 
engaged in inspiring and thought-provoking 
educational sessions, reconnected with 
colleagues and friends, and celebrated the 
accomplishments of our 2015 Recyclers of the 
Year and Hall of Fame Inductees! 

Highlights
We kicked off the conference on Sunday, with 
a Participatory Leadership Training facilitated 
by Kelly Lerner and WSRA Board Member, Alli 
Kingfisher. That evening, attendees enjoyed 
some local Spokane BBQ from Red Lion BBQ 
and socialized at nYne Bar and Bistro. 

Thanks to our generous sponsors, WSRA 
welcomed ten student scholarship recipients 
from colleges and universities around the 
state to attend the conference, expanding 
their professional networks and preparing 
them for a future career in the field. In addition, 
we were honored to have students from the 
Green Team at Central Valley High School 
located in Spokane Valley. The group joined 
us for Monday’s events, including an inspiring 
session featuring the CVHS Green Team as well 
as three additional high school students who 
spoke about their work in reducing waste and 
encouraging recycling within their schools. 

We had another successful year in filling the 
Exhibit Hall! We welcomed 30 vendors to this 
year’s conference covering various sectors 
of the recycling industry including haulers, 
balers, nonprofit groups and manufacturers. 
On Monday morning the Exhibit Hall Ribbon 
Cutting was followed by a brand new addition 
to the conference, a vendor speed networking 
session. Vendors and attendees were given 
the chance to do a quick networking session 
based on the “speed dating” concept giving a 
casual and fun atmosphere to get to know one 
another. 

For the third year in a row, volunteer models 
walked the catwalk wearing handmade outfits 
made out of repurposed materials, from table 
cloths and plastic bags to medicine bottles and 

business cards. Professional hair and makeup 
services from the Total Cosmetology Training 
Center provided a new level of drama and 
theatrics to the show. The show was emceed 
by Recycle Runway founder, Nancy Judd and 
Washington blogger, The Reuser, Terra Heilman. 
The 2015 show proved to be another success 
and a definite highlight of the conference! 

On the final evening, participants dressed 
to impress for an evening of celebration and 
bidding at our annual Awards Gala Banquet, 
where we honored our 2015 Recyclers of the 
Year and Hall of Fame inductees and auctioned 
off some incredible items during the live 
auction!

 The Conference Planning Committee 
continued to work on reducing the 
environmental impact of our annual 
conference. This year we significantly reduced 
our printing and we partnered with EcoSafe 
Zero Waste to work on reducing our event 
waste to almost zero!

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2015
http://www.redlionbbq.com/
http://www.nynebar.com/
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_Student_Guests
https://totalcosmetology.com/
https://totalcosmetology.com/
http://recyclerunway.com/
http://reusing.blogspot.com
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Awards_15
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Awards_15
http://www.ecosafezerowaste.com
http://www.ecosafezerowaste.com
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Sessions
We heard repeatedly through session 
evaluations that this year’s breakout sessions 
left participants inspired and equipped with 
new tools to take back and utilize in their own 
work. This was the first year the breakout 
sessions were split into four tracks; Education, 
Operations, Markets, and Policy as well as 
series of workshops.

Keynote speaker Sue Beets Atkinson of SBM 
Site Services, LLC.  and the United States 
Zero Waste Business Council kicked off the 
conference with an engaging look at her own 
journey to zero waste as well as what role the 
U.S. Zero Waste Business Council, technology 
and our attendees have in a zero waste future. 

In our plenary session, The Story of 
Washington’s Stuff, Alli Kingfisher, Gretchen 
Newman and Janine Bogar with the 
Washington State Department of Ecology, 
updated attendees on the State Solid & 
Hazardous Waste Plan and how it relates to 
their work, their lives and the environment. 
In addition they discussed the state progress 
on recycling and disposal and other data 
measures. Alexa Kielty with the City and 
County of San Francisco closed the conference 
with an inspiring and fact packed session on 
how the City by the Bay is tackling their zero 
waste journey. 

Over 55 knowledgeable and engaging 
speakers from all facets of the industry led our 
attendees in discussion about the latest topics 
and trends including composting, mattress 
and furniture recycling, school waste reduction, 
multifamily diversion, sharing economies, 
food waste, successful and engaging outreach, 
legislation and policy, construction and 
demolition recycling, designing for zero waste, 
and CPG grant funding. Session presentations 
are now available on our website. 

Thank You
The planning of our annual Conference & 
Trade Show is a 9-month process involving 
dedicated volunteers from many WSRA 
committees. Co-Chairs of our Conference 
Committee, Jennifer Goodhart, City of Bellevue, 
and Dustin Bender, Sunshine Disposal and 
Recycling did an exceptional job planning for 
this year’s conference and continue to make it 
a successful event year after year. Additionally, 
our conference would not be possible without 
the creativity, time and energy put forth 
by the members of the Awards, Education, 
Development, Golf, Host and Networking & 
Fun Committees, as well as the incredible work 
of our volunteer speakers and moderators. 
Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped 
plan and execute this event from the first 
day of brainstorming to the last day of the 
conference. We can’t thank you enough for 
your support!

WSRA would also like to thank our generous 
conference sponsors and Precious Metal 
Members for contributing to the overall 
success of the conference and thereby 
supporting our mission to provide leadership 
and education that fosters the expansion, 
diversity and economic vitality of recycling in 
support of sustainable resource management. 
For the complete list of all who sponsored our 
conference, please visit pages 6 and 7 below.

Interested in joining the  
Conference Planning committee? 
Contact recycle@wsra.net for more 
information on how to get involved in 
planning the 2016 WSRA Conference 
and Trade Show!

http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2015
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2015
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Volunteer
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Volunteer
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_Sponsors
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Conference and Event Sponsors

King County
Keynote Address

Food Waste in Residential Sector Breakout Session
Mattress & Furniture Stewardship Breakout Session

Reducing Organics Contamination Breakout Session
Product Stewardship Breakout Session

Zero Waste Design Breakout Session

Waste Management
“The Story of Washington’s Stuff” Plenary Session

Student Scholarship
Hall of Fame

Pre-Banquet Reception

Sunshine Disposal and Recycling
Awards—ROY Gala Banquet

Exhibit Hall Closing Social
Student Scholarship

Recycled Fashion Show
Golf Tournament

Republic Services
Recycler of the Year Awards Plenary Session

Multifamily Diversion Breakout Session
Student Scholarship

Nucor
Recycler of the Year Awards Gala

Student Scholarship

New West Gypsum
Pre-Banquet Reception

Pierce County Public Works
Food Waste in Residential Sector Breakout Session

Olympic Organics
Reducing Organics Contamination Session

LeMay Pierce County Refuse
C&D Processing Workshop

Student Scholarship

Snohomish County
Product Stewardship Breakout Session

Kirk Sales International
Tuesday Lunch

Student Scholarship Fund 
Cocktail Reception

Recology Cleanscapes
Live Auction

Student Scholarship
Recycled Fashion Show

Kitsap County Public Works
Product Stewardship Breakout Session

Recycled Fashion Show

Starbucks Coffee Company
Effective Outreach Programs Breakout Session

Traveling Bicycle Bar Tour
WM SMaRT Center Tour

Triangle Associates, Inc.
High School Recycling & 

Composting Programs Session

Zilchables
Zero Waste Design Session

City of Vancouver
Inland Empire Paper Tour

Resource Stewards, LLC
Hall of Fame

WA Dept of Ecology
Tuesday Lunch

All Battery Sales and Service
Student Scholarship

Waste Connections
Sunday Welcome Reception

Monday Lunch
Tuesday Breakfast

Cedar Grove
Reducing Organics Contamination 

Breakout Session

Seattle Public Utilities
Multifamily Diversion Session

International Paper
Silent Auction

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
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International Recycling 
Technologies

Golf Tournament
Wastequip/Toter Inc.

Golf Tournament 
Olympic Environmental Resources

Golf Tournament

Styro Recycle LLC
Golf Tournament

Systems by Storm
Golf Tournament

Otto Environmental Systems
Golf Tournament

Council for Textile Recycling
Recycled Fashion Show

Secondary Materials & Recycled Textiles Assoc.
Recycled Fashion Show

City of Bellevue  
Conservation Program
Recycled Fashion Show

Fibres International
Golf Beverage Cart

City of Auburn
Recycled Fashion Show

Cascadia Consulting
Recycled Fashion Show

Wilder Environmental
Recycled Fashion Show

Buffalo Export
Recycled Fashion Show

Conference and Event Sponsors

Recovery1
Golf Tournament

New Day Recycling
Golf Tournament

Solid Waste Systems
Golf Tournament

North Mason
Silent Auction

Rock Tenn
Silent Auction

Total Reclaim/EcoLights
Product Stewardship Session City of Tacoma

Silent Auction

GK Industrial Refuse 
Syastems

Golf Tournament

SeaTac Steel Mill & Recycling
Silent Auction

Lautenbach Industries
Student Scholarship

Seadrunar
Silent Auction

SP Recycling
Silent Auction
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Conference and Event Sponsors

Mason County Refuse
Student Scholarship

DM Recycling
Student Scholarship

Total Cosmetology Training Center
Recycled Fashion Show

RE-PC
Monday Breakfast

Yakima Disposal
Student Scholarship

Lakeside Disposal and Recycling
Student Scholarship

Empire Disposal
Student Scholarship

Island Disposal
Student Scholarship

PRR
Recycled Fashion Show

PacifiClean
Reducing Organics Contamination Session

King Co. Local Hazardous Waste Management Program 
Product Stewardship Session

InterConnection
Audio/Visual Support

Pepsi Bottle Group—Seattle
Golf Tournament

Wednesday Breakfast

Murrey’s Disposal
Student Scholarship

Capital Industries
Golf Tournament

Columbia Resource Company
Closing Keynote Address

Student Scholarship 
Live Auction

Full Circle Environmental
Mattress & Furniture Reuse and 

Recycling Session

BASF
Multifamily Diversion Session

Organics Contamination Session

EcoSafe Zero Waste
Multifamily Diversion Session 

Organics Contamination Session
Zero Waste Event Support

 C+C
Recycled Fashion Show

Green Solutions
C&D Processing Workshop

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
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WSRA’s Legislative Wrap Up of 2015

The WSRA Policy and Advocacy Committee was very busy this year 
leading the association’s discussion on the latest industry related 
legislation and policy changes. Officially launching the WSRA online 
policy form, the committee invited WSRA members to share information 
and thoughts on the upcoming legislation for the 2015 session and 
updates to state wide plans. 

Prior to the legislative session, WSRA expressed its support of the concept 
to expand the covered products within the E-Cycle Washington program 
as well as participating in a stakeholder meeting organized by the WA 
Dept. of Ecology. 

During the 2015 legislative session, the committee focused on a few 
pieces of legislation specifically affecting the membership. At the 
February meeting of the WSRA Board of Directors, a motion was passed 
unanimously to authorize the writing of letters outlined by the committee 
for the following bills: 

• HB 5008-Beverage Containers:  
WSRA opposed this bill that would exempt beer and other malt 
beverages from the 1982 law that restricts beverage cans from 
having detachable metal rings or tabs. The bill did not move out of 
the Senate Rules Committee.

• HB 1571 Concerning paint stewardship: WSRA supported this 
bill. The Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1571 passed the 
House of Representatives and was heard in the Senate Committee 
on Energy, Environment and Telecommunications on March 17 but 
did not make the cut-off date. The bill will likely be taken up again 
in 2016, the second year of the biennium. The Policy and Advocacy 
Committee plans to continue meeting over this summer and into 
the fall to help support this legislation and its stakeholders. 

On April 9, 2015, WSRA hosted a professional development training called 
“Legislative 101”. Thirty attendees spent the day cultivating the tools to 
participate in the legislative process as well as tour of the beautiful capital 
grounds in Olympia. The Member Programs and Services Committee is 
looking forward to planning another legislative event this coming winter. 

If you are interested in getting more involved with our Policy and 
Advocacy Committee, please contact the committee Chair, Troy 
Lautenbach at Troy Lautenbach, a troy@lautenbachrecycling.com

Advertise in The Report
Your advertisement will reach more than 700 subscribers with a wide 
range of environmental interests. Precious metal members receive 
free advertising as part of their sponsorship. 

For more information: recycle@wsra.net or (206) 244-0311.

Join WSRA’s policy and advocacy conversation! WSRA members can 
learn, comment and subscribe to updates on the newest legislation 
and policy affecting the recycling industry by participating in our 
online Policy Forum. Just login in to the WSRA website, click on 
“For Members” at the top of the page and go to “Policy Forum”. 

Submit an article to the next issue!
Share your company’s news, achievements, 
upcoming events, personal life updates 
and more with other WSRA members by 
submitting an article for the next issue of 
The Report! This is a great opportunity to 
inform and inspire other WSRA members by 
showcasing your or your company’s recent 
news. To submit an article, simply follow the 
Article Guidelines.

E-mail your completed article and separate photos to recycle@wsra.net. 
We look forward to sharing your news with other recyclers!

One Year of Ads (4 issues)

Member Non-Member

Business card $125 $250

Quarter page $375 $475

Half page $750 $950

Full page $950 $1900

Single Ad

Member Non-Member

Business card $35 $70

Quarter page $75 $150

Half page $125* $250

Full page $250** $500

*FREE for Silver and Bronze precious metal members *FREE for Gold, Platinum and Titanium members
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Join WSRA for our 35th Annual  
Conference & Trade Show

WSRA’s annual conference and trade show 
is always a prime opportunity to connect 
with colleagues, clients, and friends in one 
place. The strong agenda delves into many 
pivotal issues facing our industry, and this 
year’s conference also boasts more breakout 
sessions, workshops, and networking 
opportunities than in previous years. We’re 
really looking forward to seeing all of you at 
the historic Davenport Hotel on May 17–20th 
in Spokane!

Leading the Way to Zero Waste
This year’s theme is “Leading the Way to 
Zero Waste,” and we are thrilled to welcome 
Sue Beets-Atkinson, President of the United 
States Zero Waste Business Council, and 
Corporate Sustainability Manager at SBM as 
our opening keynote speaker. Beets-Atkinson 
brings to the conversation a wealth of 
experience in designing and implementing 
large and complex recycle programs across 
the country, and her keynote address will 
offer an invaluable perspective on zero waste 
planning. 

Meet Your Exhibitors 
Following the opening keynote address on 
Monday morning, conference attendees 
will have a unique opportunity to meet our 
2015 exhibitors in a fun, relaxed format: 
Vendor Speed Networking! This new session 
is designed in a speed dating format to help 

you match a face with a name or company, 
participate in genuine dialogue, and 
have some fun! This truly is a networking 
opportunity rather than a time to present 
and promote specific products or services. 
You will also be entered into a VIP raffle 
drawing and receive a thumb drive with 
contact information for all participating 
recycling professionals and vendors. Come 
with your smile on, but your collateral off! 

cont. on pg. 3 >>

mailto:troy@lautenbachrecycling.com
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mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=


• 10 • wsra.net

School’s Out! Reflections on Developing Successful WRR Schools Programs
Alexis Alloway, Project Associate, Triangle Associates, workshops@triangleassociates.com 

As the 2014-15 school year winds down, the education team at Triangle 
Associates is celebrating another successful year of helping over 250 
public and private schools throughout King and Snohomish Counties 
implement successful waste reduction and recycling practices. We 
have provided educational resources, from school-wide assemblies to 
classroom workshops to in-school visits and ongoing technical assistance. 
Here are some tips we are happy to share on developing effective school 
programs.

1. Do Your Homework 
Develop a thorough understanding of the curriculum requirements given 
to teachers and school districts you work with. Many teachers feel the 
time constraints of covering the required curriculum in a given school 
year, so if your programs do not align with their academic goals, you may 
have difficulty scheduling our programs. In Washington State, become 
familiar with the Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core 
State Standards for math and language arts, and build your programs to 
align with them. When you are visiting schools, check in with teachers 
to find out how you can best adapt your program to their evolving 
curriculum needs.

2. Never Stop Evaluating
Informally checking in with teachers is an important way to evaluate 
your programs, but it is equally vital to use formal evaluation methods to 
assess program results. Evaluation methods may include written feedback 
from teachers, pre and post testing of student knowledge, and data 

tracking of waste diversion rates. Compiling formal evaluations not only 
helps you discover ways to continually adapt and improve your programs, 
it also provides concrete data for funders and benchmarks to help 
motivate schools for continued improvement. 

3. Help Schools Work Smarter, Not Harder
Anyone who has spent time in a classroom has seen the juggling act that 
teachers perform on a daily basis, from corralling energetic students to 
answering parent phone calls to trying to keep up with e-mails while also 
planning for the next day’s lesson. Time constraints may create resistance 
among any school staff member when it comes to implementing new 
WRR procedures that could be perceived as extra work. Help schools 
create a sustainable WRR culture by building on the school’s existing 
systems instead of reinventing the wheel. Whether it’s providing double 
container dollies for custodians so they don’t have to make an extra 
trip, or utilizing the existing student government to monitor lunchroom 
recycling and composting, you can help schools work smarter, not harder.

4. Focus on Another “R” Word
As much as we promote the “four R’s” to help schools succeed in their 
WRR goals, there is another essential “R” word that has helped us meet 
our education goals: relationships. Earning the trust of the schools you 
work with and developing positive relationships with the administrators, 
teachers, custodians and students is an essential ingredient in developing 
lasting programs that inspire positive behavior change. 

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
mailto:workshops@triangleassociates.com
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The 2015 State Solid and Hazardous Waste Plan:  
Moving Washington Beyond Waste and Toxics

Janine Bogar, Beyond Waste Coordinator, Washington Dept. of Ecology Waste 2 Resources Program, janine.bogar@ecy.wa.gov 

The five year update of the State Solid and Hazardous Waste Plan 2015 
is complete!  After more than a year and half of work, Washington 
Department of Ecology is ready to “Move Washington Beyond Waste 
and Toxics.” The plan supports the waste management hierarchy to 
reduce, reuse and recycle as much as possible, and safely dispose of any 
remaining wastes. 

What’s New with the State Plan?
The updated plan has a materials management focus. Materials 
Management looks at the full lifecycle of materials and products: design 
and production, use and reuse, and end-of-life management, when the 
material becomes waste. 

Looking at the full lifecycle is important because the adverse 
environmental impacts of extraction, production and use are far greater 
than those associated with disposal when the product becomes a waste. 
Materials management supports creating better products that have fewer 
toxics and are less wasteful. And it also includes important end-of-life 
management options such as recycling, composting, and safe disposal. 

The structure of the plan has changed, but it still addresses the key issues 
from earlier plans, with focus on reducing wastes and toxic substances, as 
well as safely handling wastes. 

• Managing Hazardous Waste and Materials

• Managing Solid Wastes and Materials

• Reducing Impacts of Materials and Products

• Measuring Progress

• Providing Outreach and Information

How Will the Plan be used?
The plan sections contain goals and actions for the next five years. These 
will direct the work of Department of Ecology staff as well as provide 
guidance for others. There is a lot of important work to do in all parts of 
the sustainable materials management cycle, from end of life issues to 
looking “upstream” to address what becomes waste, such as working 
on food waste prevention or promoting the use of less-toxic products. 
Everyone who works in solid and hazardous waste management has an 
important role to play. 

A Great Big THANKS!
There were three opportunities for public comment as the plan was 
updated, and the state plan update benefitted greatly from your ideas. 
We appreciate all the input we received. We listened to what you had to 
say and used your suggestions, and we think the plan update reflects 
that. We hope you think so, too. We also hope you will use what’s relevant 
to you in the plan and help move us forward Beyond Waste and Toxics. 
After all, it contains your input and as the state plan, it belongs to all of us.

For more information:
To see the plan or the comments we received during the update process, 
go to the website. 

Join the listserv to stay informed…

Or contact us:
Janine Bogar, Waste 2 Resources Program,  
janine.bogar@ecy.wa.gov 
(360) 407-6654

Chris Chapman, Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program 
chris.chapman@ecy.wa.gov 
(360) 407-7160

www.ecy.wa.gov/wasteplan
http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=WA-STATE-WASTE-PLAN
mailto:janine.bogar@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:chris.chapman@ecy.wa.gov
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
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Connecting National Chains to Local Recycling Programs
Erik Makinson, Director of Product Management, Ecova, emakinson@ecova.com 

Companies of all sizes have come to recognize 
that saving resources—such as energy and 
water—also saves money. What’s good for the 
environment is good for the bottom line. That 
concept holds true for not just the top two 
utility expenses of most businesses, but also for 
good old number three, waste.

For a national chain, implementing a recycling 
program and striving for zero waste is not only 
the right thing for the environment but for 
the company’s bottom line as well. However, 
logistically, waste and its related expenses are 
some of the hardest to benchmark and track, 
making it more difficult to roll out a “one size 
fits all” waste mitigation program.

On the other side is the local community. Cities 
and municipalities that urge businesses to 
participate in waste mitigation efforts hit a 
roadblock when it comes to engaging with the 
local sites of national chains. Decision-makers 
are not always located on site, and it can be 
difficult to find a corporate contact to discuss 
local issues. 

So when chains want to implement waste 
diversion programs—and local cities and 
municipalities want chains to participate in 
community waste reduction efforts – how do 
the two finally come together? 

In 2011, Ramsay County, Minn., which 
comprises the East Metro area of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, did some literal dumpster diving 
to audit the waste delivered to its local refuse 
facilities. It found that more than 40 percent of 
what was in the garbage—food, compostable 
paper and cardboard—was coming from the 
commercial food sector and could have been 
composted. The county then structured a 
pricing mechanism to discourage landfill waste, 
taxing it 70 percent! 

The county then reached out to 1,300 
businesses in 2012-2013 as part of an awareness 
campaign on the financial benefits of recycling 
and composting programs. From here they 
worked with 227 businesses, performing 
complimentary waste audits to help businesses 
kick start their own programs. 

The county also heard that start-up costs for 
recycling programs were a barrier for many 
businesses. In 2014 it started a grant program 
to help businesses pay for recycling bins, labels, 
training programs and instructions to start 
recycling programs. Any commercial business 
could apply for the $10,000 grant for each of its 
locations. 

The market-based incentives, combined with 
the grant, spurred businesses to take action. 
Where once the county had to pound the 
pavement and go door-to-door to businesses, 
now one to two businesses are contacting 
them each day for advice on implementing 
recycling programs. The county has worked 
on-site with over 475 businesses to evaluate 
their unique programs and challenges, and 
awarded 110 grants in the amount of $600,000. 

One of the recipients of these grants was 
The Lodge at White Bear, a 116-unit Holiday 
Retirement Senior Living Center located in 
White Bear Lake, Minn. Holiday Retirement 
works with Ecova to manage its waste services 
across 300 communities spanning 43 states, 
including bill pay and contract services, 
and it was Ecova that uncovered the tax 
implemented by Ramsay County on waste 
invoices for The Lodge. To minimize the effect 
of the tax, increase recycling rates and increase 
cost savings, Ecova alerted Holiday Retirement 
to the county’s recycling grant. Holiday secured 
a grant for The Lodge, and then used what it 

learned through the program as a model for 
other Holiday communities nationwide. 

Between March 2011 and December 2014, 
The Lodge gradually increased recycling and 
composting rates and reduced the volume sent 
to landfills. Landfill trash declined from pickup 
three times per week to just once per week, 
while organics composting was added once 
per week. As trash was reduced, so were the 
impacts of the county tax – charges declined 
by nearly 80 percent. 

“Complying with local mandates requires a 
significant behavioral change on the part 
of our community managers and facilities 
staff,” explained Bob Briody, senior buyer of 
procurement services for Holiday. “But we are 
developing the protocols that enable change 
across the entire chain, without increasing 
the workload of associates or impacting the 
lifestyles of residents.”

The example of Holiday Retirement and 
Ramsey County proves that, while hurdles do 
exist for national chains wishing to engage 
in local programs, these hurdles are not 
insurmountable. Additionally, by leveraging 
a local program, whether it is a legislative 
mandate or an incentive program, a chain 
can establish a template for use at other sites, 
which then amplifies the impact far beyond 
that local community. Congratulations to both 
Holiday Retirement and Ramsey County for 
cracking this code!

www.wsra.net
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Email%20from%20Newsletter
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://www.facebook.com/WARecyclingAssoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/washington-state-recycling-association?trk=top_nav_home
mailto:EMakinson@ecova.com
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Welcome Our Newest Members!

Ardagh Glass Inc.
5801 E Marginal Way S
Seattle, WA 98134
www.ardaghgroup.com

Lana Getubig
EHS Manager
lana.r.getubig@ardaghgroup.com  
(206) 768-6221

Ardagh Group, Glass—North America, a division of Ardagh Group, 
is a leading producer of glass containers for the food and beverage 
industries in the United States.

NW Furniture Bank
117 Puyallup Ave
Tacoma, WA 98421
www.nwfurniturebank.org

Jeremy Simler
Project Manager 
jsimler@springbackrecyclingnw.org 
(253) 2281878

NW Furniture Bank helps restore hope, dignity, and stability in our 
community by recycling donated furniture to people in need.

Gottlieb, Inc. 
5603 Grand Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15225

Matt Yount
Buyer
mry@aluminumdeox.com  
(412) 860-6525

Gottlieb, Inc. is an aluminum manufacturer in Pittsburgh, PA. We 
specialize in purchasing off-spec/contaminated UBC bales, post-
consumer foil/pie plates, aluminum aerosol cans, and cat food 
containers—either baled separately or commingled. We have 
designed and implemented a unique MRF aluminum processing 
system that processes various recovered aluminum packages. This 
process has enabled us to be competitive for this type of material 
which we use to complement our more traditional raw material mix. 
We are processing and melting this material on site. 

XeroWaste Solutions 
361-916 West Broadway
Vancouver, British Columbia  V5Z 1K7

Michael Solkshinitz
Director
michael@xerowaste.ca
(844) 674-8414

XeroWaste Solutions is your authorized GMT CLEAR Enterprise Waste 
& Recycling ERP Software Partner for the US and Canada. GMT 
CLEAR was written for one of the largest North American Waste 
companies over 25 years ago and has all the features you expect 
built-in. It is multilingual, multi-currency and multi-entity. It has a 
proven and feature-rich mobile driver app, customer apps and an 
API friendly architecture. 

XeroWaste Solutions is led by a team with comprehensive frontline 
to executive-level experience in the North American waste 
management sector, including end-to-end knowledge of waste 
disposal and recycling facility operations. We have comprehensive 
experience in fiscal controllership and financial analysis, including 
in-depth exposure to financial performance drivers, metrics, and 
benchmarks relevant to the waste management industry.

Lily Chung
Individual Member
lily.l.chun@gmail.com

Sanne M. Stienstra
Individual Member
sannemstienstra@gmail.com

Welcome To Our Newest Members! 

Job Postings
Job Postings

Triangle Associates: Education Team Job Openings
Erin Hislop, Senior Associate, Triangle Associates  

ehislop@triangleassociates.com 

Triangle Associates, Inc. a small environmental consulting firm in 
Seattle is looking for dependable and enthusiastic environmental 
educators to join our Education Team! We are currently looking for a 
Project Associate to work full time during the school year and a part 
time Classroom Presenter. To learn more about these positions please 
visit our website.

mailto:ehislop@triangleassociates.com
http://www.triangleassociates.com/employment/
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InterConnection’s 2015 eCycle Event Saves Over 25,000 Pounds of Electronics 
from the Landfill

Jayme Busser, Marketing Assistant, Interconnection, jayme@interconnection.org

The 2015 eCycle Event embodied what it 
means to live in one of the greenest cities 
in the country. Saturday, April 11, 2015 was 
proclaimed as Seattle Electronics Reuse 
Day by Mayor Ed Murray. The 2015 eCycle 
Event at CenturyLink Field North Parking Lot 
had cars lining up as early as 9:45 a.m. for 
the opportunity to responsibly recycle old 
electronics at no cost to residents. Over 500 
cars came during the 4 hour event dropping 
off anything-with-a-plug. The event not only 
served Seattle, but the entire Puget Sound 
region with cars coming from as far south 
as Olympia and as far north as Bellingham. 
Residents from over 100 unique zip codes 
came to donate electronics at the eCycle event.

Over 60 volunteers from CenturyLink’s 
Volunteer Day helped sort through hundreds 
of electronics ranging from reusable laptops, 
cell phones, desktops and monitors to 
outdated CRT monitors, old televisions, and 
a wide assortment of appliances. The Seattle 
Seahawk’s drumline Blue Thunder entertained 
donors as they passed through. “I just dropped 
stuff off there and it was great! Well run, 

friendly people. Fast too,” tweeted Doug 
Pigsley. The event was designed as an easy and 
responsible way for residents to get rid of their 
electronics, while making a difference.

More than 25,000 lbs of electronics were saved 
from going into the landfill. The amount of 
electronics saved from the landfill is equivalent 
to saving the greenhouse gas emissions from 
over a million miles driven by an average 
passenger vehicle, equaling more than 150 
roundtrip, road trips from Seattle to Miami. 
The amount of electronics spared from the 
landfill is also equivalent to saving the CO2 
emissions produced by 456,037 pounds of coal 
being burned. To help reduce Seattle’s carbon 
footprint even further, residents who dropped 
off electronics received a free pansy plant from 
Swanson’s Nursery. Plants like Pansies naturally 
extract carbon dioxide during photosynthesis 
and exchange it with fresh oxygen, helping us 
all breathe easier. 

The remaining electronics collected will 
be reused. Reuse is an even more earth-
friendly option for retired electronics than 
recycling. InterConnection was able to recover 

11 laptops, 32 desktops, 12 LCD monitors 
and 69 mobile phones from the event for 
charitable reuse. These laptops, desktops 
and mobile phones will be refurbished to 
help low-income individuals and families and 
other nonprofits gain access to the necessary 
technology essential to succeeding in today’s 
world. Access to technology connects people 
with job placement, education opportunities, 
imperative healthcare tools and loved ones. 
More than 100 nonprofits or low income 
families will benefit from this event alone. 
Over the next 12 months, 301 individuals will 
directly benefit from the reused computers, as 
each computer refurbished has an average of 7 
users. 

The 2015 eCycle event was organized and 
sponsored by several major industry leaders 
including InterConnection, CenturyLink, 
Recology Cleanscapes, Total Reclaim and 
Swanson’s Nursery, KOMO 4 News and Seattle 
Public Utilities. Without the help and support 
of these partners and the dedication of their 
staff and volunteers this event would not have 
been possible.

www.wsra.net
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San Juan Transfer Station: A Lautenbach Industries Facility
Troy Lautenbach, President, Lautenbach Industries, troy@lautenbachrecycling.com Article Written By David Bader

Lautenbach Industries is celebrating an 
anniversary!  It has been one year since San 
Juan County and the Town of Friday Harbor 
contracted with Lautenbach Industries to 
operate their recycling and transfer station.

“It has been a whirlwind of a year,” said Troy 
Lautenbach. It took over two years to negotiate 
the operating agreement with the County and 
in less than one year we were able to bring the 
facility into full compliance with stormwater 
regulations and obtain a Solid Waste Handling 
Permit that allowed for the facility to convert 
from a drop box facility to a full fledged 
transfer station and recycling facility.

 The conversion required designing and 
constructing a covered-tip building for 
garbage, modifying the collection and 

containment method for recyclables, and 
constructing bioswales for non-contact 
stormwater. We also had to develop scaling 
and accounting procedures, operational and 
safety plans and procedures and hire operators. 

“My brother Torrey did a masterful job of 
pulling it all together and making it happen.” 

 Now that we have hands-on access to the 
waste stream we can really make an impact 
on improving recycling. We have already 
instituted a clear-bag or break-open-the-bag 
policy for screening co-mingled recyclables. 

“We are not on par with Lopez Island yet but we 
are working in that direction.” Clean recycling 
is the direction we want to go.

In addition to all of our physical and regulatory 
changes, we’re also making some changes 

to our internet presence. We have recently 
updated our websites and have included 
a Facebook and Twitter page for San Juan 
Transfer station. We hope to share with people 
the impact that recycling is making for the 
San Juan County community. From photos, to 
updates, as well as waste management and 
recycling-related news, our Social Media is 
sharing our story. You can visit our website 
at www.sanjuantransferstation.net as well as 
find links to our Twitter account and Facebook 
page!

Troy wants to you be sure that you make the 
San Juan Island Recycling and Transfer Station 
one of your destination stops either online or 
in person!

A view of the newly improved San Juan Transfer Station. 
Complete with covered unloading zone!

San Juan Transfer Station 
A Lautenbach Industries Facility.

Almost finished!

Workers smoothing out the concrete of the 
newly-covered loading zone

The structure beginning to be covered. The beginning structure for covered loading zone at 
San Juan Transfer Station.

mailto:troy@lautenbachrecycling.com
http://sanjuantransferstation.net/
https://twitter.com/SanJuanTransfer
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Juan-Transfer-Station/1404355396558417
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Juan-Transfer-Station/1404355396558417
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Maple Valley Student Puts Her Heart and Art into  
Raising Awareness about the Importance of Composting

Karen Dawson, Director of Community Relations, Cedar Grove, karend@cgcompost.com  

Emily Mozzone, senior at Tahoma High School 
in King County, won the 2015 International 
Compost Awareness Week poster design 
contest. The contest, hosted by the U.S. 
Composting Council, drew more than 200 
submissions inspired by this year’s theme; “Be 
Loyal to Your Soil—Compost!”

Mozzone is a lifelong resident of Maple Valley, 
Wash., where Cedar Grove established the 
region’s first commercial composting facility. 
Google noted that, in 2014, “how to compost” 
was the number one how-to-search in the 
Puget Sound region so Mozzone is no stranger 
to the benefits of composting.

Mozzone’s design work is being used 
on posters, t-shirts and more by the U.S. 
Composting Council (USCC) to promote 
International Compost Awareness (ICAW) week.

Mozzone learned of the contest through Ms. 
Kara Oxner, her graphic design teacher at 
Tahoma High School. She had been finishing 
each of her class assignments early and her 
teacher recommended she use her extra time 
to design a project for the ICAW contest.

“I have been highly interested in both 
composting and the health of the environment 
since sixth grade, when I first discovered the 
troubling nature of our consumerist, throw 
away culture,” said Mozzone. “I believe we 
should be reusing any materials we can, and 
composting is an excellent opportunity to do 
so.”

“As a longtime member of the USCC, Cedar 
Grove commends Emily on this tremendous 
accomplishment and as her local composter, 
we are honored that a member of this 
community pursued and won this contest,” 
said Karen Dawson, director of community 
relations, Cedar Grove. 

At Tahoma High School, Mozzone has been 
involved in the “Clean Up Tahoma” event, 
organized by the National Honor Society. At 
this event, Mozzone and her schoolmates clean 
up garbage and recyclables on campus.

At home, Mozzone and her family maintain 
a fruit and vegetable garden, growing 

strawberries, blueberries, peas and tomatoes 
which they have always grown without the 
use of pesticides or synthetic fertilizers, an 
important piece of them as they want to grow 
healthy food.

Mozzone’s interest in art began at age six and 
she looks forward to pursuing an education in 
graphic design when she graduates.

Prior to entering the USCC contest, Mozzone 
and her family were very familiar with Cedar 
Grove. “My family and I often use Cedar Grove 
products for our gardening and landscaping 
projects at home.”

Mozzone appreciates the City of Maple Valley’s 
municipal composting program available 
to residents curbside. “I view Maple Valley’s 
composting program as extremely vital to our 
community. Our composting program has 
made composting exceedingly easy for citizens 
of Maple Valley to recycle their food scraps and 
yard trimmings, increasing the sustainability of 
our whole community.”

Mozzone appreciates how easy it is to recycle 
in King County. She said that at Tahoma High 
School, sustainability is highly encouraged 
and compost, recycle and garbage bins are 

conveniently located throughout the school to 
ensure proper recycling and garbage disposal 
takes place during the school day. “I believe 
being surrounded by nature reminds the 
citizens of Maple Valley and King County alike 
that their responsible disposal and recycling 
choices directly affect the environment and 
encourages recycling habits that benefit the 
world around us” she said.

Mozzone said that there is just one thing that 
she’d like to see more of in Maple Valley and 
King County. “I believe the addition of more 
composting receptacles in public buildings 
could be a great benefit for our community.”

Mozzone has a word of advice for residents 
who have not yet started recycling their food 
scraps curbside, “Food scraps are a large 
burden on our environment and plagues our 
landfills. We are presented with the option to 
transform it into something new again. Why 
not take the opportunity?”

Mozzone said she is very grateful for the 
opportunity to design the ICAW poster and 
she hopes that her design inspires others to 
compost their food scraps and yard trimmings.

Photo credit: US Composting Council

www.wsra.net
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From Cart to Art: Recology CleanScapes Launches  
Artist in Residence Program

Kelly Ferron, Waste Zero Specialist, Recology CleanScapes, kferron@recology.com

Mountains of recycling on the tipping floor of Recology CleanScapes’ 
Material Recovery Facility (MRF) have transformed to material gold 
mines for local artists through Recology CleanScapes’ Artist in Residence 
(AIR) program. Scavenging through odd items that regularly enter the 
recycling stream, local artists are repurposing incorrectly sorted plastic 
toys, basketballs, VHS tapes and other trashy items into flashy pieces 
of art!  The AIR program is a unique art and education program that 
provides King County artists with access to discarded materials, a stipend, 
and studio space at Recology’s Seattle MRF. Modeled after Recology 
San Francisco’s program, the AIR program hopes to encourage people 
to waste zero and promote new ways of thinking about art and the 
environment. 

This spring, Recology CleanScapes chose its first two artists, Karien 
Balluff and Sarah Reuther, from Shoreline, WA. Karien and Sarah have 
dumped traditional art creations to creatively repurpose discarded 
items into inspired masterpieces. Sarah describes her artist vision, saying 

that “working with a recycled medium is consistent with my values of 
conservation and it is exciting to watch something that was discarded 
be transformed. In the end, it is about seeing something differently; a 
material that once had a utilitarian purpose now is seen differently as an 
object of interest and beauty.”  During their residencies, artists speak to 
school classes and adult tour groups about the experience of working 
with repurposed materials. Karien and Sarah will be working at the 
Recology MRF from May-July and will display their art at an exhibit at end 
of July. Stay tuned for upcoming exhibit details, available on our website.

Upon completion of each residency, artists will contribute their 
masterpieces to a permanent collection, which will be on display to 
promote Recology’s Waste Zero mission. San Francisco’s AIR program’s 
art collection is extensive and has been displayed in the San Francisco 
airport, as well as around galleries and art spaces in the city. Recology 
CleanScapes is excited to build its own collection here in the Northwest! 

Andrew Junge, Styrofoam Hummer H1 (low mileage, always garaged), 2005.  
Piece from San Francisco AIR program, displayed in San Francisco airport.

Current resident artist Karien Balluff speaks to workers at Recology MRF 
about materials she is using in her upcoming art pieces.

mailto:kferron@recology.com
http://www.cleanscapes.com/about_us/air/
http://www.cleanscapes.com/about_us/air/
http://www.cleanscapes.com/about_us/air/
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Waste Management Goes to High School
Robin Freedman, Senior Communications Manager Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, Waste Management, rfreedma@wm.com 

Like 21 Jump Street, Waste Management’s 
Education Team took on a new challenge this 
winter—high school. Waste Management 
created the Garbology Action Project, our 
first internship for high school students at 
Tesla STEM High School in Redmond. These 
weren’t just any high school students—their 
curriculum focuses on science, technology, 
engineering and math through hands-on 
application. 

In a 10-week program, WM showed seven 
curious students the complexities of our 
industry and cutting-edge best practices, 
challenged them to problem solve and guided 

them to apply what they learned. 

After an introduction to consumption and 
life-cycle analysis, the students saw curbside 
recycling first hand at WM’s Cascade Recycling 
Center. Touring Interconnection in Seattle, 
they were able to explore how recycling 
beyond the curb works. After an in depth look 
at Community Based Social Marketing, the 
students began applying what they learned 
at their neighboring elementary, Alcott 
Elementary. To improve the recycling program 
at Alcott, the students needed to understand 
it better—they interviewed teachers and staff, 
surveyed the campus and completed a full 

waste sort of their garbage. 

The program concluded with an event for 
the students to showcase what they learned 
to their teachers and principals. They used 
their findings to propose recommendations 
to Principal Hedin of Alcott Elementary. They 
were so convincing that their own principal, 
Principal Duenas, was inspired to work 
together to add composting at their high 
school. WM will support their momentum 
to begin composting and looks forward to 
working with students at Tesla STEM again 
next year. 

The students presented convincing recommendations to their 
teachers and principals.

High School Students from Tesla STEM High School survey the recycling program at Alcott Elementary.

A waste sort provided good data to support the students’ recommendations 
to improve the recycling program at Alcott Elementary.
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Recycling Every Day, Celebrating Snoqualmie Students
Robin Freedman, Senior Communications Manager Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, Waste Management, rfreedma@wm.com 

Every year, Waste Management sends 
thousands of recycling guides to residential 
customers. This year, as part of our continuous 
drive to innovate, we are designing the 
Snoqualmie recycling guide like a calendar. We 
believe that if the guides are decorative and 
designed, residents will be more likely to keep 
them and post them in their home. In our first 
annual Snoqualmie Student Art Contest, we 
commissioned Snoqualmie students to provide 
the artwork for the calendar. 

Our theme, Recycling Every Day, challenged 43 
3rd and 4th grade students from Snoqualmie 
Elementary and Cascade View Elementary to 
think about what recycling means to them in 
their daily lives. City Hall is currently displaying 
the inspiring results. 

Members of the Snoqualmie community, 
including Mayor Larson, Dan Marcinko, public 
works director, Jeff Waters of the Snoqualmie 
Art Commission and Danna McCall of Living 

Snoqualmie have selected these as the top 
drawings to share in the calendar, which will be 
mailed to residents in June 2015. 

We commemorated the contest with an Earth 
Day celebration event at City Hall. Students 
and families planted seeds in origami plant 
pots, kids enjoyed face painting and Mayor 
Larson gave an inspiring speech about the 
first Earth Day. However, the highlight of the 
evening was winner Ali Karim’s version of what 
the environment means to him. 

“Please take a moment to think about this earth 
or world as we called it a home for millions 
and billions of species. Just think about water, 
air and food are the basic need of every living 
thing.

“My picture is about how we can recycle and 
reuse to make this world a beautiful place. 
We all love this earth and we love to spend 
our sunny days playing outside, planting new 
trees and socializing with friends. This picture 

shows how you can give your garden, public 
playgrounds or parks a new look by using 
our old stuff like bottles, cans, tires. I ask you 
my friends, let’s make my picture a reality this 
summer and plant new plants by using old 
bottles, be creative, and reuse our old stuff to 
beautify our neighborhood parks. 

“In the end, I would like to request: please 
share the natural resources wisely with others; 
respect Earth’s natural beauty; and save it for 
our future generations. 

“This is how we can thank our countless 
blessings.”

This contest was a true partnership among 
the City, the Snoqualmie Arts Commission, 
the Snoqualmie Valley School District and 
elementary schools, and Waste Management. 
We hope the students’ artwork inspires you 
each day to think about to small steps you can 
take to make a difference for our planet. 

Winner Ali Karim’s drawing of Recycling Every Day features tires recycled into swings and food containers reused to plant flowers.
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How Local Seattle Nonprofit InterConnection Helps Businesses  
Save the Planet through Computer Donations

Jayme Busser, Marketing Assistant, Interconnection, jayme@interconnection.org 

Most people would be astounded to know that 81% of a computer’s 
energy use is in making it, not actually using it. When you add up the 
energy used during the whole life cycle of an average computer with 
a 17” monitor, the majority of the energy is consumed during the 
manufacturing process. The amount of wasted energy manufacturing 
a new computer is alarming. It takes 530 pounds of fossil fuels and 1.5 
tons of water to manufacture just one computer and monitor. This is 
why reuse is key. 

With 74% of computers being sold for business use and corporate 
IT upgrades happening every few years, corporate America acquires 
and disposes of millions of computers each year. According to 
the EPA, e-waste is the fastest growing waste stream in America, 
making it a serious environmental concern. Local Seattle nonprofit, 
InterConnection tackles this growing problem every day.

InterConnection helps businesses around the Pacific Northwest reduce 
their carbon footprint, breathing new life into computers which might 
have otherwise ended up in the landfill. A large amount of what society 
considers “e-waste” is actually not waste at all, but rather computers or 
parts that can easily be refurbished for reuse or be recycled for materials 

recovery. InterConnection specializes in electronics refurbishment and 
is a certified R2 and ISO: 14001 electronics recycler.

Working with over 1,500 businesses across the Puget Sound, 
InterConnection receives thousands of electronics donations each 
month. Every computer or laptop InterConnection receives from 
both businesses and individual donors is thoroughly examined to 
determine if it can be effectively refurbished and top of the line 
data destruction is performed. The equipment that can be reused is 
refurbished and back into the world in no time providing a lifeline 
to people in need. With a mission focused on helping underserved 
communities gain access to vital technology, InterConnection 
refurbishes the IT equipment, making it available at a deep discount to 
low-income families and other nonprofits. If it cannot be refurbished 
it is recycled, where the valuable materials will be used to make new 
products someday.

Want to be a part of the solution? InterConnection will recycle your 
old electronics free of charge. By responsibly recycling your used 
electronics, you are helping to protect our environment, while giving 
back to the community.
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Seattle Public Utilities’ Marcia Rutan retires after  
25 years in the recycling industry

In 1990 Marcia began her recycling career with Snohomish County 
where she set up recycling systems in 14 school districts, managed 
the Master Recycler Composter program, ensured recycling at multi-
family properties, and provided waste reduction classes to over 300 
County employees. Marcia also initiated the School Share network, the 
Washington Green Schools (WAGS) program, and a climate change 
analysis for Snohomish County Public Works. In 2007 Marcia accepted 
a Community Recycling Program Manager position with Seattle Public 
Utilities. This challenged her to set up food waste collection at 5,000 
multi-family properties in Seattle, which was successfully accomplished 
through technical and educational outreach, the Friends of Recycling 
and Composting (FORC) program, and public information efforts 
through materials printed in 17 different languages, articles, and 
website startup of the “Look It Up” tool. “The emphasis on equitable 
service and Race and Social Justice in Seattle has been a huge 
inspiration and learning curve for me,” Marcia reflected.

Marcia was inducted to the WSRA Hall of Fame this year and officially 
retired on June 30. She looks forward to adventures as a writer, activist, 
and gardener, as well as time at home and on the road with her beloved 
WSRA Hall of Fame husband Carl Woestwin. 

Recology welcomes Derek Ruckman!
Erika Melroy, Group Government and Community Relations Manager— 

PNW Region, Recology CleanScapes, emelroy@recology.com 

Derek Ruckman was recently selected 
to serve as Group Manager for the 
Pacific Northwest, which includes 
Recology CleanScapes and operations 
in much of Oregon. Prior to Recology, 
Derek served in various capacities 
for Republic Services and the Cintas 
Corporation. He was born and raised in 
Tucson, AZ where he graduated from 
the University of Arizona with a BS in 
Business Management. 

Derek, his wife, Camille, and their two children (Mariel-3, Ronan-1) 
moved to Washington from Portland, OR in March of 2015. They live in 
the City of North Bend and enjoy spending time at Mount Si, hiking, 
fishing and touring the Snoqualmie Valley. 

Recology is proud to welcome Derek to our team, and hope you’ll have 
the opportunity to meet him soon!

Members on the Move
Members on the Move

Candy Castellanos Starts New Adventure with WA 
Department of Ecology! 

Candy Castellanos will 
be serving as the next 
Section Manager of 
Statewide Resources for 
the Department of Ecology, 
starting in early July. Serving 
as Waste Management’s 
PNW Senior Manager Public 
Education and Outreach 
for several years, Candy 
looks forward to this new 
leadership opportunity 
and is excited to bring 

her passion and knowledge to the Washington State Department of 
Ecology. Candy will continue her work with WSRA as the Vice President 
of the Board of Directors. Congratulations Candy!
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Thank You Precious Metal Partners!Thank You Precious Metal Partners! 
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