
TheReport
ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL RECYCLERS 

AND PLANTING THE SEEDS FOR A SECURE FUTURE.

www.wsra.net

Message from the 
President

Scott Campbell, WSRA President, 
scottc@wasteconnections.com

It amazes me how fast time marches 
on. I am not sure if it is me getting 
older or the faster paced, always 
connected, ever efficient world we 
live in. It really seems like we were just 
coming off of a successful conference 
in Spokane. Without an opportunity 
to catch our breath we have hired 
a new Executive Director for the 
WSRA, we planned and executed an 
energized board retreat and held very 
informative and successful WRED 
Events. Your WSRA Board did all this 
and much more including finding 
a new location for the 2013 WSRA 
Conference. Our committee chairs and 
volunteers are the very best!  They are 
on task, motivated and committed to 
making this association and this year’s 
conference the best.

Emily Phillips, our new Executive 
Director is doing a tremendous 
job utilizing her skills to ensure the 
continued success of our association 
such as enhanced member services 
and outreach. Emily is a valuable asset 
to our association and if you have not 

met her, I encourage you to do so. A 
great place to meet Emily would be 
at the 2013 WSRA Conference being 
held at the beautiful Skamania Lodge. 
Skamania Lodge is a destination 
resort and you will be amazed at the 
beautiful surroundings. Along with 
those surroundings, we promise you 
an educational, valuable and exciting 
experience at our conference. Please 
check out the conference agenda, we 
have much to offer including great 
speakers and informative sessions. 

Emily and your WSRA Board are 
here to serve you and your recycling 
interests. Please contact us; we will 
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Mark Your Calendars
Upcoming WSRA Board Meetings

April 19 Cedar Grove Composting, Seattle
June 21 Northwest Center, Seattle

33rd Annual Conference
Skamania Lodge
May 12 –15, 2013
Stevenson, WA
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Welcome to Our Newest Members!
IPL, Inc.
Blue Three Member
Contact: Pascale Laflamme
140 Commercial Street
St.Damien, Quebec, G0R 2Y0
(418) 789-2880 
plaflamm@ipl-plastics.com
www.ipl-plastics.com

TexGreen LLC
Blue One Member
Contact: Viktoriya Nikolova
12407 B Mukilteo Speedway 
Suite 225
Lynnwood, WA 98087
(425) 773-7508
viktoriya@texgreenteam.com
www.texgreenteam.com

Eco Foam Recyclers
Blue One Member
Contact: Kari McKibben
19510 144th Ave. NE Suite E3
Woodinville, WA
(425) 286-2299
kari@ecofoamrecyclers.com
Facebook page  

Sheena Evans
Individual Member
sheena.m.evans@gmail.com

all be at the conference. I know I can 
speak for the entire board when I tell 
you how excited we are to bring this 
conference to you. If you have not 
been to a WSRA Conference before, 
this is the year to attend, we have great 
things in store for you.

See you at Skamania Lodge in the 
beautiful Columbia Gorge!

this is the year to attend, we have great 
things in store for you.

See you at Skamania Lodge in the 
beautiful Columbia Gorge!

President’s Message continued from page 1
Advertise in The Report

WSRA’s newsletter is distributed to over 700 individuals, 
companies, organizations and agencies with a wide range 
of environmental interests. To advertise in The Report, 
email emily@wsra.net or call (206) 244-0311.
One-time Ad

Member Non-Member
One Year of Ads  
(4 issues) Member Non-Member

Business Card 
(3½”x2”)

$35 $70 Business Card 
(3½”x2”)

$125 $250

Quarter Page $75 $150 Quarter Page $375 $475
Half Page $125* $250 Half Page $750 $950
Full Page $250** $500 Full Page $950 $1900
*FREE for Silver and Bronze precious metal members
**FREE for Gold, Platinum, and Titanium precious metal members

https://www.facebook.com/EcoFoamRecyclers
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Flowers are emerging, 
birds are singing, 
and May is on the 
way! And with May 
comes WSRA’s 
“Mission: Possible!” 
conference May 
12-15 at magnificent 
Skamania Lodge 
in the spectacular 
Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area. 

The Lodge, a rustic, 
yet elegant mountain 
resort nestled on 
175 wooded acres, 

is located just 45 miles east of Vancouver.  Reserve a 
luxurious forest view room for only $113/night with the 
code, WSRA2013! (Special WSRA rate applies only until 
April 18. Regular rates range from $189 to $209.)

A showcase for the latest recycling, re-use, and waste 
reduction programs and technology, WSRA’s Annual 
Conference & Trade Show is Washington’s largest 
recycling and waste reduction conference and trade 
show, serving both the private and public sectors. The 
annual conference brings together recyclers and vendors 
from across the state and beyond to learn, network and 
problem-solve recycling and waste reduction challenges. 

If you work in or with any aspect of the recycling industry, 
the WSRA conference is your annual event, putting you 
directly in the center of Washington’s waste reduction and 
recycling industry. In fact, it’s the only event that allows 
us to communicate and celebrate the important work we 
do with members from large and small venues across the 
state.

WSRA’s committees have been working long and hard to 
make sure that you learn something new, meet someone 
new, and participate in an activity that is totally new to 
you. View the conference brochure online and prepare 
yourself for the great events we have planned for you!

Highlights will include:

• Valuable networking opportunities designed to 
help you stay connected with thousands of industry 
experts and colleagues.

• Three days packed full of conference sessions to 
keep you updated on emerging trends and the 
most current industry issues. Sessions cover Product 
Stewardship, Social Marketing, Curbside Recycling, 
Community Relations, Upcycling, Mattress 
Recycling, Product Bans, School Recycling Programs, 
Collaborative Consumption, Markets, and more. 

• An energized Exhibit Hall filled with 24 exhibitors 
waiting to show you the latest technologies and 
solutions to help you do your job more effectively. 

• Special events that allow you to network with 
your peers and industry experts. Enjoy a variety 
of activities, including a golf scramble, wine 
tour, rafting trip, group hike, Skamania Lodge 
sustainability tour, presentation and partial 
screening of the Clean Bin Project, Sunday night 
Barbeque, and industry tours of Dirt Hugger and the 
Bonneville Dam. 

• The annual Gala Awards Banquet, celebrating the 
accomplishments of 11 outstanding Recyclers of the 
Year, and inducting longtime recyclers into WSRA’s 
Recycling Hall of Fame. 

• Relaxing with new and old colleagues and friends in 
the natural beauty of the Columbia River Gorge. 

Register today by clicking on the following links:

• Full Conference Brochure
• Registration Form
• Silent/Live Auction Donation Form

Your Mission: Attend the “Mission: Possible!”  
WSRA Conference & Trade Show

May 12-15 at the beautiful Skamania Lodge
Emily Phillips, WSRA, emily@wsra.net

Emily Phillips, WSRA executive director

Remember  
Make your hotel reservation by April 18 to receive WSRA’s 
discounted group rate! Skamania Lodge’s luxurious forest 
view rooms usually range from $189 to $209. Our room rate 
is $113! This is also the government per-diem rate. To make 
reservations, please call Skamania Lodge at (800) 221-7117 
and register as a WSRA conference attendee or reserve a 
room online. Our group code is WSRA2013.

We can’t wait to see you at Skamania Lodge, May 12-15, 2013!

http://wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference/2013-annual-conference-a-trade-show
http://wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference/2013-annual-conference-a-trade-show
http://wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference/2013-annual-conference-a-trade-show
http://wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference/2013-annual-conference-a-trade-show
http://wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference/2013-annual-conference-a-trade-show
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12315&Chain=5156&arrive=5/12/2013&depart=5/15/2013&adult=1&child=0&group=WSRA2013
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12315&Chain=5156&arrive=5/12/2013&depart=5/15/2013&adult=1&child=0&group=WSRA2013
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12315&Chain=5156&arrive=5/12/2013&depart=5/15/2013&adult=1&child=0&group=WSRA2013
http://wsra.net/images/stories/33rdAnnualConference/wsra 2013 conference brochure web 40113.pdf
http://wsra.net/images/stories/33rdAnnualConference/wsra 2013 conference brochure web 40113.pdf
http://wsra.net/images/stories/33rdAnnualConference/wsra conference  trade show reg 2013_distributed_0001.pdf
http://wsra.net/images/stories/33rdAnnualConference/2013 silent auction form_distributed.pdf
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12315&Chain=5156&arrive=5/12/2013&depart=5/15/2013&adult=1&child=0&group=WSRA2013
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=12315&Chain=5156&arrive=5/12/2013&depart=5/15/2013&adult=1&child=0&group=WSRA2013
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Register
Save $50 on tickets by using promotional code ‘WSRA’. 
Register Online 
$150 Single Full Admission
$125 Group Rate

@GoGreenConf 
#GoGreenSEA

GoGreen Seattle
April 24, 2013  
8:30–5:00 p.m.

Hosted Networking Reception from 5:00–6:00 p.m.

The Conference Center at 8th and Pike, 3rd Floor

The WSRA Board of Directors cordially invites you 
to attend the first membership event of 2013 – a 
special Seattle Greendrinks, hosted by UW’s Burke 
Museum and sponsored by WSRA.

Join us for an exciting Earth Month after-
hours viewing of the Burke Museum’s “Plastic 
Unwrapped” Exhibit before it leaves Seattle to go 
on display across the country.

Learn more about the Greendrinks event at  
www.seattlegreendrinks.org and the  
Plastics Unwrapped exhibit at  
www.burkemuseum.org/plastics

Upcoming Events

WSRA at the Burke Museum, featuring “Plastics Unwrapped” 
Tuesday April 9, 2013 
5:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Serving:

• Honest Tea, Sierra Nevada beer and local wine 
BYOM (mug) to help reduce waste

• Snoqualmie Gourmet Ice Cream
• Chaco Canyon appetizers

A $5 suggested donation is encouraged to help support WSRA, 
the Burke Museum and Seattle Greendrinks.
Note:  
Since alcohol will be served, this event is only for ages 21 and up. 

WSRA Sponsors Seattle Greendrinks at the Burke Museum

4th Annual GoGreen Seattle Conference!
Join WSRA April 24, 2013 Get Empowered. Get Inspired. Get Connected

Emily Phillips, WSRA executive director, emily@wsra.net
The GoGreen ’13 Seattle conference in Seattle, Washington, is a one-day interactive learning experience featuring 
tactical how-tos, a solutions-centered deep dive into new ways of thinking, and a showcase of regional business leaders 
and their stories. With a distinct platform bringing together leaders from across industries, GoGreen builds viable 
networks and cross-pollinates sustainability best practices throughout the regional business community. 

Visit seattle.gogreenconference.net for a list of featured speakers and more information. 

WSRA members receive a $50 discount on GoGreen Seattle tickets by entering the promotional code ‘WSRA’ at the time 
of ticket purchase. We hope to see you there! 

http://seattle.gogreenconference.net/registration/
https://twitter.com/gogreenconf
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WSRA Multifamily Recycling Workshop
Candy Castellanos, cvc@wm.com

This June, WSRA will present a Multifamily Recycling Workshop, featuring the results of the 
unprecedented WSRA Washington State Multifamily Recycling Study! Speakers will share 
findings from 18-months of work by dozens of WSRA volunteers, including the results from 
surveys of agency recycling programs and apartment property managers, as well as national 
and international best practices research.

Because we know there will be plenty of questions and ideas, this WRED event will feature lunch-
time roundtable discussions on a variety of multifamily recycling topics. We’ll close the day with 
visits to successful apartment recycling complexes to hear about their approaches to recycling. 

To keep registration costs low enough that ANY WSRA member or person from the general 
public can attend, the Washington Recycles Every Day (WRED) committee is seeking sponsors 
now! Contact Candy Castellanos at cvc@wm.com or (425) 633-5515 if you would like to help 
support transportation or lunch! 
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Individual Recycler of the Year Nonprofit Recycler of the Year

Jeanette Brizendine, City of Federal Way Sustainable NE Seattle Tool Library
Jeanette Brizendine, City of Federal Way 
Recycling Project Manager, has demonstrated 
an impressive commitment to developing 
and implementing programs that engage the 
public and increase participation in recycling. 
Jeanette has implemented fun, educational, 
and innovative programs like Federal Way’s 
Recycle Palooza Contest and Family Green Fest. 
Her efforts also increased recycling “beyond 
the curb”, including 10,000 pounds of shredded 
confidential documents, 55 car seats, and 20 
cubic yards (880 lbs) of Styrofoam. 

Over 14 months, Sustainable NE Seattle created 
the NE Seattle Tool Library as a community 
resource for borrowing tools and equipment, 
facilitating re-use of unused tools, teaching 
bike repair and building., conserving resources, 
and building community. The tool library also 
provides educational, community events for 
sharing information about resource conservation 
and climate change. To date, approximately 60 
people and organizations have donated 650 tools 
for concrete work, gardening, wood working, 
fabric arts, plumbing and electrical work. Over 50 
volunteers have donated 850 hours to launch the 
tool library. 

More info:
Jeanette Brizendine, jeanette.brizendine@
cityoffederalway.com

More info: 
Susan Gregory, susanjoel@earthlink.net

Public Agency Recycler of the Year Institutional Recycler of the Year
City of Shoreline Franciscan Health System
The City of Shoreline introduced a series of 
new community recycling and waste reduction 
programs, including multi-family recycling 
parties designed for in-unit recycling collection 
at apartments and condominiums. Eight parties 
resulted in increased recycling at four Shoreline 
properties. The City has also installed 12 sets 
of garbage and recycling “BigBelly Solar” 
compactors throughout the City to promote 
waste reduction, resource conservation and 
climate protection. In 2012, an estimated 101 
cubic yards of recyclables were collected and 
diverted from the landfill using the six sets 
installed along Aurora Ave N. 

The Franciscan Health System has demonstrated 
significant accomplishments in environmental 
stewardship, community involvement, waste 
prevention, and  programs at all five of its full-
service hospitals. Franciscan Health System’s 
green teams at each hospital expanded their 
recycling programs from cardboard only to 
include commingled recycling and collecting 
used cooking oil for use as biodiesel, food waste/
organic recycling and blue sterilization wrap 
recycling. 

More info: 
Rika Cecil, rcecil@shorelinewa.gov

More info: 
Rozi Arends, roziarends@fhshealth.org

Recyclers of the Year Awards
Outstanding Washington Recyclers to Receive Awards May 14 

Sharon Hlavka, WSRA awards, sharon@green-solutions.biz
The Washington State Recycling Association (WSRA) will highlight organizations, businesses and individuals for 
outstanding recycling achievements at their Recyclers of the Year Awards Banquet on Tuesday, May 14, 2013, part of the 
WSRA annual conference at Stevenson’s luxurious Skamania Lodge. 

Recyclers of the Year are selected by a panel of WSRA members representing a variety of aspects of the recycling 
industry, including collectors and processors, government agencies, businesses and non-profit organizations.

The 2013 WSRA Recyclers of the Year include these outstanding honorees:

http://www.cityoffederalway.com/index.aspx?nid=172
http://neseattletoollibrary.org/
http://www.cityofshoreline.com/index.aspx=page=852
http://www.fhshealth.org/
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference
http://www.skamania.com/
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Recyclers of the Year (cont.):

Public Education Recycler of the Year Innovative Recycler of the Year

Waste Management City of Issaquah
Waste Management implemented a Spanish 
language outreach campaign, updated bilingual 
recycling instructions, and increased usability of 
the Waste Management Northwest website to 
raise awareness around and increase recycling 
rates in King and Snohomish County. In addition 
to an extensive media campaign, call center 
training, and creating a Spanish website page, the 
Waste Management Northwest public education 
team attended three of the most popular 
Spanish-speaking community events in the Puget 
Sound area—Hispanic Seafair at Seattle Center, 
Fiesta Sunday at the Evergreen State Fair, and 
Fiestas Patrias at Seattle Center. 

The City of Issaquah, in partnership with 
CleanScapes, pioneered a new retail experience 
designed to help residents reduce waste and 
increase recycling. The “Rethinking Stuff Store” 
offers recycled, recyclable, and up-cycled 
goods, featuring durable house wares and gifts. 
It also functions as a walk-in service center, 
where residents can access recycling resources, 
educational materials and services. At the rear 
of the store is a dedicated area where residents 
can drop-off hard-to-recycle items. The store also 
serves as a community forum for environmental 
outreach and education, where local youth 
groups can attend waste reduction presentations, 
and local nonprofits and environmental groups 
can hold regular meetings.

More info: 
Robin Freedman, rfreedma@wm.com

More info:
Micah Bonkowski, MicahB@IssaquahWA.gov 

Higher Education Recycler of the Year Youth Education Recycler of the Year
Western Washington University
Office of Sustainability Mercer Island School District 
Western Washington University’s student-
run Recycle Center collects 3,800 pounds of 
recyclables from Western’s campus daily and 
almost one million pounds annually. Western’s 
campus-wide Zero Waste Western campaign 
includes composting all pre and post-consumer 
waste at all three Western dining halls, and all but 
one retail location. At one “Go Green” athletic 
event each quarter, Western provides waste 
reduction tips during half-time, and guidance in 
front of sorting stations as students exit. In 2012 
three water bottle refill stations were installed to 
reduce plastic waste. Western’s waste reduction 
efforts have inspired other city actions such as 
“landfill” container labeling, and a recycling color 
scheme for public recycling receptacles to make 
visual identification easy between campus and 
city parks. 

The Mercer Island School District has 
incorporated environmental stewardship into 
the school board’s 2020 Vision, and each of the 
five schools in the district has made outstanding 
progress in promoting youth involvement in 
recycling and waste prevention. For example, 
Mercer Island High School’s recycling and 
composting program reduced the number of 
lunchroom garbage cans from more than 30 
to only eight. Replacing polystyrene trays with 
durable trays at Islander Middle School reduced 
the volume of lunchroom garbage by 50 percent. 
After taking steps to reduce waste and increase 
lunchroom recycling, West Mercer Elementary 
decreased its lunchtime landfill contribution 
by almost 90 percent. Island Park Elementary 
reduced lunchroom garbage from six bags to one 
and one half bags per day.

More info: 
Seth Vidana, seth.vidana@wwu.edu

More info:
Dr. Gary Plano, gary_plano@misd.wednet.edu 

http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
http://www.ci.issaquah.wa.us/Index.aspx?NID=304
http://wmnorthwest.com/
http://www.wwu.edu/sustain/
http://www.wwu.edu/sustain/
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/greenschools/mercer-island-school-district.asp
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Nucor Steel Recycling Business Solutions Business Generator Recycler of the Year

General Biodiesel Port of Seattle/Sea-Tac Airport
General Biodiesel has developed a GreenPartner™ 
program centered on community-based 
used cooking oil (UCO) recycling programs. In 
addition to its core business of recycling UCO 
for food service businesses, General Biodiesel’s 
GreenPartner™ program has expanded to 
provide free UCO recycling for municipalities and 
residents. In 2012, the company added four new 
neighborhoods and cities, placing oil recycling 
depots in easily accessible locations.

Through strategic planning, Seattle Tacoma 
International Airport (Sea-Tac) developed and 
implemented a number of objectives that 
increased their recycling rate from 24% to 30.5%, 
in 2012. By donating to a local food bank, they 
provided enough food for over 385 meals per 
week. By requiring all chemical products used by 
Port staff to be on the Approved Products List, 
and working directly with maintenance staff and 
construction contractors on pollution prevention, 
Sea-Tac has reduced the volume of hazardous 
waste generated from their operations. 

More info: 
Elisa C. La Cava, info@generalbiodiesel.com

More info: 
Stacy Fox, fox.s@portseattle.org

Reuse Recycler of the Year

The RE Store REvision Division
In October 2011, the RE Store launched its 
REvision Division to create affordable, quality 
furniture from reclaimed materials and encourage 
the community to reuse and recycle. The long-
term goal of this project is to create a market for 
used building materials that would otherwise 
end up in the landfill. Strategies include hosting 
monthly in-store demonstrations that feature 
the REvision Division coordinator building items 
on the sales floor, providing written material in 
the store and online for customers, and hosting 
workshops for those individuals who need 
hands-on instruction and inspiration. 

More info: 
Bray Hayden, brayh@re-store.org

Hall of Fame
An additional highlight of the WSRA Awards 
Banquet will be the induction of three 
outstanding long-time Washington State 
recyclers into the WSRA Recycling Hall of Fame:

Frances Ambrose
Retired waste reduction/ 
recycling educator 
Skagit County 

Don Frey
Retired municipal relations 
manager 
Republic Services

Carl Woestwin
Waste prevention planner 
Seattle Public Utilities

Recyclers of the Year (cont.):

http://www.generalbiodiesel.com/
http://www.portseattle.org/Environmental/Materials-Management/Recycling/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.re-store.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=562:revision-division-new-furniture-from-reclaimed-lumber-and-salvaged-materials&catid=35
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards/awards/hall-of-fame
http://www.skagitcounty.net/Common/Asp/Default.asp?d=PublicWorksSolidWaste&c=General&p=recyclemain.htm
http://www.republicservices.com/Corporate/Localservices/Location.aspx?SID=183
http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/index.htm
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
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WSRA Goes to Olympia
Chris Piercy, WSRA Policy and Advocacy Committee, cpiercy@co.kitsap.wa.us

The Washington State Legislature convened for the 2013 session on January 14.  There have been plenty 
of newsworthy stories coming out of Olympia since January – a partisan battle in the Senate when two 
Democratic Senators decided to caucus with the Republicans, a gun control measure taking center stage, 
the annual debate over funding education, and the impending budget debate.  Often lost in the news 
were the bills that affect WSRA members individually and as an Association.  

But your WSRA Policy & Advocacy Committee comes to the rescue!  We have been tracking legislation 
that affects our members, and taking action where necessary.  Here is a summary of legislation we have 
been tracking and our actions in the session so far:

• SB 5575: Proposed redirecting all funds from the State’s Waste Reduction, Recycling, and 
Litter Control Account (WRRLCA) to fund the upkeep and maintenance of Washington State 
Parks.  This bill died abruptly in the Senate Parks Committee. WSRA position: OPPOSE

• SB 5296: Redirected all funding in the State and Local Toxics accounts to funding cleanup 
projects and prohibited the use of the funds for prevention programs, enforcement, and local 
programs.  A substitute has since been introduced that restores some of the state and local toxics 
funding, and there is a draft substitute that has not been introduced yet which fixes some of the 
flaws in the original substitute.  This is a very complex bill that requires careful reading! The bill is 
currently in the Senate Ways & Means  Committee, and this issue will likely resurface in the budget 
process.  WSRA position: OPPOSE.

• HB 1364: Would establish a manufacturer-funded take back program for small rechargeable 
batteries.  The bill would essentially follow the model in place through Call 2 Recycle, but 
would eliminate “free-riders” from marketing rechargeable batteries without paying into the 
program. This bill has passed the House and has been referred to the Senate Energy, Environment 
& Telecommunications Committee.  This bill had a companion bill in the Senate that died in 
Committee – SB 5457. WSRA Position: SUPPORT. WSRA staff testified in support of this bill in the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government.

• SB 5424 & HB 1579: Would establish a product stewardship program for architectural 
paint.  The house bill died in committee, and the Senate bill stalled in the Senate Ways & Means  
Committee. WSRA position: SUPPORT.  WSRA signed in support of this bill in the House 
Environment Committee

• SB 5658: One of two bills aimed at significantly modifying the existing mercury lamps 
stewardship law.  It would essentially dismantle the existing law and leave the program 
underfunded.  The bill has moved through the Senate and has been referred to the House 
Environment Committee.  WSRA Position: OPPOSE.  WSRA staff testified in opposition to this bill 
in the Senate Energy, Environment & Telecommunications Committee and the House Environment 
Committee.

• HB 1444: Another bill that proposed significant changes to the mercury lamp law.  It died abruptly 
in committee.  WSRA position: OPPOSE.

Other bills of note on which WSRA remains neutral : HB 1498 – E-Waste Reporting, HB 1507 – E-Waste 
Recycling, and HB 1309 – Litter Tax Revenues. 

The legislature should adjourn on April 28.  Be sure to attend the WSRA Conference at Skamania Lodge in 
May for a full state legislative wrap-up report at the Annual Meeting Monday morning.

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5575&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5296&year=2013
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/WM
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1364&year=2013
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/EET
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/EET
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/committees/APP
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5424&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1579&year=2013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5658&year=2013
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/committees/ENVI
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/committees/ENVI
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1444&year=2013
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“We’ve recycled more
than 4 million tons 
of gypsum wallboard 
 since 1986.”

www.nwgypsum.com

Fife Plant
1321-54th Ave., East

Fife,  WA
Plant: 253-380-1079

Office: 604-534-9925
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Rechargeable Battery 
Product Stewardship

Kellen Jahn, Marketing Specialist, Call2Recycle® 
kjahn@call2recycle.org

As part of an approach to ensure shared responsibility 
for the end of life disposal of rechargeable batteries, 
Call2Recycle®, North America’s only no cost rechargeable 
battery product stewardship organization, along with the 
rechargeable battery industry, has been actively advocating 
for legislation to formalize the product stewardship of 
rechargeable batteries. This legislation is currently being 
considered by the Washington State Legislature, and if 
passed, the statewide law would go into effect on July 1, 
2014. At publishing time, the bill has passed the House and 
is awaiting Senate consideration.

The bill proposes to formalize several key principles, such 
as promoting public education to help optimize collections 
and creating a level playing field for retailers, manufacturers 
and other interested parties. To read more about the 
proposed legislation, visit http://www.call2recycle.org/
legislative-update-state-of-washington/. Call2Recycle 
believes that such legislation would ultimately improve 
collections and divert more waste from landfills. 

In 2012, the state of Washington collected 202,674 pounds 
of rechargeable batteries for recycling through the 
Call2Recycle program. King, Snohomish and Spokane 
counties led the effort, collecting 70% of the total pounds 
received. Manufacturing, retail and government were the 
top collecting sectors last year. “The State of Washington 
continues to be a leader in environmental stewardship 
and demonstrated commitment to diverting materials 
from the waste stream through multiple initiatives, 
including recycling, “ said Sean Burchill, Account Manager 
at Call2Recycle. “We applaud all our participants in 
Washington for their continued support of battery 
recycling and their promotion of the safe reclamation of 
these materials.”

InterConnection Helps 
Students in Mexico

Rasmus Mortensen, rasmus@interconnection.org

True North Helping Hands received six computers 
earlier this year from Seattle’s InterConnection, which 
provides non-profit organizations with access to 
refurbished computer equipment, True North has used 
the computers to set up a computer lab in Baja, Mexico 
that will serve 15 students every year and provide online 
education for kids of all ages.

The indigenous population in Baja Mexico area 
is typically field workers earning $8 to $10 a day. 
The government runs a separate school system for 
Indigenous school children. The drop-out rate is very 
high; on average adults have only a second or third 
grade education. 

The nonprofit True North Helping Hands builds homes 
and schools in the Baja Region of Mexico. Pat Jacobs, a 
True North volunteer, contacted InterConnection about 
getting computers for a school they built.

Pat recently  wrote about the project:
“From 2007 through 2012 all the classrooms we built 
were for preschool through grade 6. We found it very 
exciting that in a small community, they had banded 
together to form a school for grades 7-9. The children 
will receive education on-line under the supervision of 
a teacher working with multiple grades. The students 
will work with learning basic skill and receive DVD’s 
with scholastic information. A primary role of the 
teacher will be to teach the children computer skill.”

Prior to building the classroom the school had 8 
students. Now they have 15. “We would like to thank 
InterConnection for their assistance in meeting the 
needs of the children in, Baja California,” said Pat.

To learn more about True North Helping Hands visit  
www.truenorthhh.org

http://nwgypsum.com/
http://www.call2recycle.org/legislative-update-state-of-washington/
http://www.call2recycle.org/legislative-update-state-of-washington/
www.truenorthhh.org
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Curbside Styrofoam Recycling  
in City of Des Moines

Eberley Wedlake, CleanScapes  
Eberley.Wedlake@cleanscapes.com

Like many of us, residents of Des Moines, WA are concerned 
about Styrofoam packaging waste, which comprises one 
percent of King County’s waste stream but fills the equivalent 
of 2 ½ Smith Towers in annual landfill space.  Last summer, Des 
Moines residents asked their City leaders for a better option, 
launching a partnership between the City of Des Moines and 
CleanScapes to bring Styrofoam recycling to where it’s most 
accessible: at the curb.   

To use the new service, residents call CleanScapes and arrange 
pick-up of Styrofoam blocks, which they place in clear plastic 
bags at the curb on the designated collection day. CleanScapes 
then delivers the Styrofoam to Styro Cycle, where it is melted, 
compressed and sold to manufacturers who make plastic items 
like picture frames, TV & computer cases, and office equipment.

CleanScapes conducted initial collections in August 2012 
as part of a pilot project; since then, the program has been 
standardized as part of the company’s regular service in 
the city. Reasons for continuing it are clear: as Chris Martin, 
President of CleanScapes affirmed, “We have the trucks with 
available capacity in the city already. It’s the right thing to do to 
provide this value-added service for our customers, keep this 
high-volume material out of the landfill, and turn it back into 
usable products.”  

“I’ve had this Styrofoam sitting in the attic for 20 years,” 
reported Dave Ipsen, a long-time resident of Marine View Lane, 
as he brought it to the curb on a blustery February morning. 
His Styrofoam blocks had encased everything from coffee pots 
to electronics – items that used to be packed in cardboard or 
wrapped in paper before Styrofoam existed. His reasons for 
recycling are straightforward: “We’ve already got a couple 
landfills that are full, and we don’t want to fill up the dump with 
Styrofoam. It also wouldn’t fit in my garbage can.” 

From left to right: Dave Ipsen, Marine View Lane resident; Kevin King, 
CleanScapes Driver, and N. Uhrich, Code Enforcement Officer

WSRA Board Visits 
Tacoma’s Waste 

Management Facility
Cameron Ackley, cameronackley@yahoo.com

WSRA’s February Board Meeting, held at the City 
of Tacoma’s waste management facility, featured 
informative updates from Committee heads, and 
focused on the upcoming annual Conference, 
Mission Possible, May 12-15, at Skamania Lodge in 
the Columbia River Gorge. 

The facility’s on-site representative and Board 
meeting host, Mark Tveit, gave an overview of plant 
operations and new products and took meeting 
participants on a tour of the Recycling Center and 
hazardous waste dropoff outlet. Mark also showed 
off an impressive piece of machinery, the Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) Densifier. that converts previously 
non-recyclable ‘styrofoam’ to rock-solid extrusions, 
which are then formed into large bricks, or ingots, 
and beneficially reused.

Some visitors also checked out the ‘EnviroHouse’, 
a prototype modern green dwelling, designed to 
leave a much-reduced carbon footprint.
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CNG Fueling Station Opens in Auburn
Robin Freedman, rfreedma@wm.com

The City of Auburn welcomed a new Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) fueling station on February 26. Now owners 
of CNG-equipped vehicles and commercial fleet drivers 
can fuel up at a new natural gas fueling station at Small & 
Sons Fueling Station in Auburn. The state’s newest CNG 
public fueling station is owned and operated by Waste 
Management and Small & Sons.

Representatives from Waste Management, Small & Sons 
and Puget Sound Clean Air Agency celebrated the grand 
opening with the City of Auburn’s mayor and members 
of the city council on Tuesday, February 26, 2013 at 11 
a.m. “Waste Management is an outstanding partner in 
our community,” said Pete Lewis, Auburn Mayor. “We 
appreciate the company’s long-standing service to our 
community, as well as their willingness to invest in clean 
energy here in Auburn.”

The city has a strong commitment to sustainable 
development, including includes protection of area waters 
and streams, good air quality and investment in green 
infrastructure. “As we work to create a healthier, more 
sustainable city, we look to our partners such as Waste 
Management to help fulfill that vision,” Lewis said.

The new Small & Sons public fueling station will sell CNG to 
commercial fleets – transit agencies, school districts, taxis, 
cities and municipalities – and private individuals at prices 
typically one-third below the cost of gasoline and diesel. 
In addition to lowering fuel costs, CNG reduces particulate 
matter emissions by 94 percent, carbon monoxide 
emissions by 75 percent, nitrogen oxide emissions by up 
to 49 percent and carbon dioxide emissions by 25 percent. 
As an additional benefit, CNG trucks run more quietly than 
diesel trucks.

“The Auburn CNG station provides an important link 
between several Puget Sound commercial centers, and 
provides key access for fleets eager to adopt a clean 
burning alternative to gas or diesel,” said Stephanie Meyn, 
Program Manager of Western Washington Clean Cities 
Coalition. “We applaud Waste Management and their 
partners for providing the region’s seventh public natural 
gas fueling station.”

In 2012, Waste Management unveiled CNG recycling and 
garbage collection vehicles for Auburn residents and 
businesses. In the Pacific Northwest, Waste Management 
operates 278 CNG trucks, making it one of the largest CNG 
truck fleets in the country.

“We are dedicated to doing business in the most 
sustainable way possible,” said Rob Sherman, Area 

Director of Operations for Waste Management. “Natural 
gas powered vehicles run cleaner and quieter, improving 
air quality and reducing noise pollution. Auburn and the 
surrounding areas can look forward to cleaner air and 
quieter neighborhoods as CNG vehicles are used more 
often.” 

The CNG fueling station is located at 112 3rd NW, Auburn. 
Customers may use cash or CFN Fleetwide Fueling Cards, 
obtained by application. The CFN fueling card may be 
used 24/7; cash is accepted Monday 6:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., 
Tuesday–Friday 6:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m., and Saturday 8:00 
a.m.–12:00 p.m.  

About Waste Management
Waste Management (WM) is the leading provider of 
comprehensive recycling and environmental services in 
the Pacific Northwest and North America. WM provide 
innovative sustainability solutions for residential, 
commercial, industrial, and municipal customers The 
company uses waste that cannot be recycled to generate 
renewable energy, powering 9.000 homes in the Pacific 
Northwest. For more information, go to  
www.wmnorthwest.com.

About Small & Sons
Small & Sons Oil Distribution Company is an Auburn 
Washington based corporation founded in 1960 by Don 
Small. With an innovative team of professional individuals, 
the company has thrived for over 50 years. Today Small & 
Son’s, Inc. has grown into a corporation with dedication 
to flexibility as well as diversity, which allows them to 
effectively serve varied markets in the Greater Puget 
Sound—Seattle Tacoma Region and ship products around 
the world. To learn more visit www.smallandsonsoil.com

www.smallandsonsoil.com
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One University’s Garbology Event
Chrissy Cooley, Sustainability Manager at Pacific Lutheran University, 

cooleycs@plu.edu
Have you ever struggled to get 
the message of recycling out 
there?  Tried and failed to grab the 
attention of your organization?  
Take a tip from Pacific Lutheran 
University and dump a ton of trash 
into the most travelled area in your 
institution. 

That’s what Pacific Lutheran 
University’s Office of Sustainability 
did on February 8th to kick off 
the international RecycleMania 
Competition. However, the 
point was not only to help win 
the competition, but to use the 
competition to raise awareness, 
which would hopefully lead to 
action. Students from student 
government, the residence hall 
association and the Sustainability 
Office collected garbage from 
every single tote and dumpster on 
campus to show the full visual of a 
day’s worth of PLU’s waste—1,728 
pounds of waste!

During the Garbology event, 
students sorted out what could 
have been recycled or composted 
in a very public way to draw 
attention from our students. Once 
the 1728 pounds was dumped into 
the center of campus, the student 
staff and volunteers began the 
arduous task of hand sorting it into 
separate recycling commodities—
glass, metal, plastic, paper and 
compostables. The Sustainability 
Office solicited volunteers with 
bribes like coffee vouchers, Frisbees 
and t-shirts. Check out a video to 
get the full picture.

Students weren’t the only ones who 
noticed the sorting of the waste 
pile. The Tacoma News Tribune, The 
Olympian and KOMO news, as well 
as PLU’s Mooring Mast covered the 
story. The message was formatted 

to be positive. From research we 
know that recycling improves the 
most when it is introduced as a 
social norm. Therefore, we wanted 
to stress that most community 
members of PLU are already avid 
recyclers. Signs describing how PLU 
is already at a 70% waste diversion 
rates were everywhere, making 
it clear that the trash we were 
sorting was the result of a very few 
people who are not recycling and 
composting. 

 “If they see a big pile of trash, 
they’re going to be curious, they’re 
going to ask,” said junior Sara 
Patterson, who helped organize 
the Garbology event. “We want 
students to see what they’re 
creating. That way they can 
take ownership for what they’re 
throwing away.”

The results shocked the campus 
community, and gave extremely 
useful numbers to the Sustainability 
Office. Only 33 percent of the trash 
was actually material that needed 
to be landfilled. 32 percent of what 
was thrown away could have been 
composted, and the remaining 35 
percent could have been recycled. 
On the other hand, it was impressive 
that the entire campus of 3,500 
students only put 1,728 pounds in 
the garbage containers. 

Many insights were revealed to 
university decision-makers through 
this no-holds-barred approach to 
waste analysis. More importantly, 
the image of a ton of trash will 
stay with our students for years to 
come. Hopefully it will serve as a 
visual representation on how waste 
affects our society, and they will act 
on what they saw.

Brandon Hardaway and Adam Sripranaratanakul 

Anna Pfohl and Natasha Salo sort recyclables 

(all photos: John Froschauer)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mtxg-sN-rx0&list=UUSzqJSu0hECDayZeJFIq6pg&index=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mtxg-sN-rx0&list=UUSzqJSu0hECDayZeJFIq6pg&index=1
http://www.thenewstribune.com/2013/02/09/2467917/waste-not-plu-students-suggest.html
http://mast.plu.edu/2013/02/garbology-trash-sorting-event-reveals.html
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King County Housing Authority 
Reduces Waste through Composting

Jenna Higgins, King County Housing Authority Resource Conservation Specialist, 
jennah@kcha.org

After making recycling available at all of its multifamily properties, King County 
Housing Authority (KCHA) has moved on to a new goal — adding organics 
collection for both staff and resident use. KCHA contracts with Republic Services, 
CleanScapes, Waste Management and Cedar Grove to provide collection at its 
various locations. 

Yard waste collection has begun at 18 low-income residential properties. Yard 
waste collection decreases costs by reducing landscaping staff trips to the 
transfer station, and ensures that valuable material gets a second use. Staff time 
is also freed up for other important maintenance priorities. 

At Valli Kee, a 114-unit family site in Kent, a yard waste dumpster allows staff to 
save time and money by collecting leaves, branches, and clippings in one central 
location. Having an on-site yard waste container reduces staff dependence on 
plastic bags to collect material for hauling to the transfer station. 

In addition, food waste composting programs for multifamily residents is taking 
off. Five KCHA properties have gotten residents on board with food waste 
composting through intensive resident education. Residents receive kitchen 
compost containers and bags, along with food composting lessons. Through 
door to door follow ups, KCHA Resource Conservation staff ensure that residents 
know what and how to compost. 

However, adding new programs is certainly not without challenges. Unlocked 
yard waste bins have been contaminated with resident garbage, reminding 
property maintenance staff to keep the bins secured and marked for yard waste 
only. Some residents have been hesitant to start composting – worried that it’s 
too confusing or too much work to separate something else. 

Still, for the most part, residents are catching on quickly. The overall reactions 
have been positive, further encouraging a trend of conservation and increased 
sustainability at KCHA properties. Three more properties are expected to begin 
food waste composting in 2013.   

The Authority’s Tukwila headquarters is also decreasing waste and conserving 
resources through composting. In July, KCHA began food waste composting 
at its new Central Campus, providing kitchen compost bins. KCHA employees 
were educated with sustainability tours provided by resource conservation staff 
during the first week of occupancy. Now dozens of staff divert their food scraps 
to compost instead of garbage. 

A new addition for 2013 is paper towel composting in staff restrooms. Through 
a Cedar Grove program, KCHA is able to compost bags of used paper towels 
from its 7 restrooms. These composting strategies have been met with positive 
responses from staff, as they integrate easily into existing behaviors. 

Norma, a resident at Yardley Arms, 
composts her kitchen scraps

The kitchen waste stations at  
KCHA’s Central Campus.
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What is Kitsap Recycles Day?

Kitsap Recycles Day is a day set aside to remind residents 

of the importance of buying and using recycled products, in 

order to close the recycling loop.

What does Close the Loop Mean?

Closing the Loop is a process in which post-consumer waste 

is collected, recycled and used to make new products. For 

examples, recycled paper can be made into cereal boxes or 

egg cartons, and plastic bottles can be made into new bot-

tles or polyester fleece for clothing.

     

Kitsap Recycles Day 2013 Poster Winners

Jessica B–Emerald Heights Elementary

Brady O–Manchester Elementary Natalie O–Peace Lutheran

Mia A–Green Mountain Elementary

Elliot C–Gateway Christian Schools

Trinity R–Esquire Hills Elementary

Tyja J–Pinecrest Elementary

Maya D–Emerald Heights Elementary

Isabela I–Crosspoint Academy

Daizy A–Fairview Junior High

Kitsap Brings “Recycles Day” Home
Vicki Bushnell Vbushnel@co.kitsap.wa.us and Jo Meints jmeints@co.kitsap.wa.us

What is green and blue, but green all over?  
Kitsap Recycles Day! It’s the new “buy recycled” 
program for K-8 students in Kitsap County’s public 
and private schools.

“We decided to go local,” says Jo Meints, the Solid 
Waste Division’s youth educator. After years of 
celebrating America Recycles Day, Kitsap County’s 
outreach team was ready for updated materials and 
wanted to increase the emphasis on buying recycled. 
They decided to start from scratch. 

The new program includes a poster contest similar to 
the one they’ve sponsored for many years. New is the 
6-page activity book offered to teachers before the 
contest. The activity book, “Close the Loop” targets 
students in grades 3-6 and can be used as an in-class 
lesson or a take-home activity. Students and parents 
alike learn about “closing the loop” through word and 
math puzzles and writing activities. In addition, all 
the information needed to participate in the annual 
poster contest is included.

Teachers in eight schools received copies of the 
book to pilot, and those participating are invited to 
complete an online evaluation survey. With teachers’ 
input for final revisions, Meints anticipates a fall 2013 
release of the activity book to be available on line or 
by request. There will be a full-on pitch to the rest of 
the teachers to try the book and Meints will continue 
the survey next year to get more input from the 
teachers.

“Besides a new activity book, a new logo, and new 
colors, the date is also new,” says Meints. She adds, 
“Holding Kitsap Recycles Day on February 15 (instead 
of the national America Recycles Day on Nov 15) gives 
us more time to get into the classrooms to present 
information on closing the loop and buying recycled 
before the poster contest, and reduces the chaos 
teachers face when school starts in the fall. It also 
allows our outreach team more time to spread the 
word about the contest.”

A new program means lots of new outreach materials 
and Kitsap Recycles Day is no different. New poster 
contest displays, announcement flyers, reception 
banners, and placemats for the winners – made of 
course from their own artwork – are all part of the new 
program. In addition, staff created new library display 
elements to promote Kitsap Recycles Day through the 
regional library system during the month of February. 

So how did it go? 

The County received 325 posters from over 
20 different schools, both public and private, 
representing 5 school districts. Ten student artists 
were selected and honored by the Kitsap Board of 
County Commissioners. 

“We are extremely pleased with the number of 
participants this year, and anticipate an even greater 
number for next year’s contest,” says Meints. 

The Kitsap Recycles Day “Close the Loop” activity 
book is posted on the Kitsap County website and 
Ecology’s Information Clearinghouse resource list for 
Kitsap County. For further program information or to 
adapt the files for your own use contact Jo Meints at 
360-337-4568 or jmeints@co.kitsap.wa.us.

http://www.kitsapgov.com/sw/Kitsaprecyclesday.htm
http://www.kitsapgov.com/sw/publications.htm
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New Measures to Increase 
Seattle Construction 

Recycling
Gabriella Uhlar-Heffner  

gabriella.uhlar-heffner@seattle.gov
Around 62% of construction and demolition (C&D) waste 
was recycled from Seattle projects in 2011 and another 
3% was “beneficially used” as industrial boiler fuel. To 
increase the amount of construction and demolition 
waste diverted, in December 2012 the Seattle City Council 
adopted a goal for recycling 70% of construction waste 
Citywide by 2020. To reach this goal, Seattle Public Utilities 
(SPU) will

• Roll out additional landfill disposal bans on readily 
recyclable C&D materials 

• Certify that C&D recycling facilities are in compliance 
with the disposal bans

• Require building permit holders for each new 
construction, remodeling and demolition project to 
file a waste diversion report 

Phased landfill Disposal Bans 
Seattle Ordinances 123553 and 124076, adopted in 2011 
and 2012 respectively, prohibit the landfill disposal and 
require the recycling of the following:

• Asphalt Paving, Bricks and Concrete (as of January, 
2012)

• Metal, Cardboard, Carpet, Plastic Film Wrap, New 
Construction Gypsum Scrap (as of January, 2014)

• Clean Wood and Tear-Off Asphalt Shingles (as of 
January 2015)

Exceptions to these disposal bans include materials which 
are painted, have hazardous constituents, are difficult to 
separate from others or those present in only very small 
quantities.

Processing Facility Certification
SPU is developing a facility certification program to 
identify which receiving and processing facilities are in 
compliance with these landfill disposal bans. Criteria and 
standards will be set up in 2013 through a stakeholder 
process and administrative rulemaking. Criteria will 
include a facility’s permitting status, quarterly reporting to 
the City on inbound and outbound tonnages and periodic 
testing of the residual from sorting and processing. 
“Alternative daily cover” and “industrial waste stabilizer” 
placed in a landfill will be classified as disposal. An initial 
list of certified facilities is to be published by January 1, 
2014.

Waste Diversion Reporting
Starting January 1, 2014, all construction, remodeling 
and demolition projects required to obtain a Seattle 
Building Permit will need to submit an electronic Waste 
Diversion Report to the City’s Department of Planning 
and Development (DPD) within 60 days of project Final 
Inspection. This report will document the destination and 
tonnage of materials delivered for reuse (on or off site) , 
recycling, beneficial use and disposal. Choosing certified 
processing facilities will be the easiest path to showing 
compliance with the City’s disposal bans. SPU will conduct 
periodic audits of these reports and starting in 2015 may 
assess civil penalties for failing to report or for landfilling 
banned materials. 

Seattle DPD Revisions to Seattle Building Code

In addition, Seattle is also proposing Building Code 
revisions pertaining to salvage and recycling to be 
effective   January 1, 2014.  These include requiring a Waste 
Diversion Plan for all projects over 750 square feet and a 
salvage assessment prior to full or partial demolitions. 

More information is available at  
www.seattle.gov/util/CDWasteManagement  
or contact Gabriella Uhlar-Heffner at 386-9772 or  
Shirli Axelrod at 684-7804.

Sorted woodwaste pile

Metal recycling at Gates Foundation construction site

www.seattle.gov/util/CDWasteManagement
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PNW WM Welcomes New Area Vice President Jason Rose
Robin Freedman, rfreedma@wm.com 

Waste Management’s new Area Vice President, Jason Rose, has a passion for environmental 
stewardship and working with businesses and municipalities in attaining their zero waste goals. 

Rose started working for Waste Management in 1995 as a regional sales manager, and has 
risen steadily through the company’s ranks since then. Prior to coming to Washington State in 
December, 2012, he was Area Vice President in San Diego. 

Rose’s commitment to environmental leadership is at the heart of every initiative he undertakes. 
His efforts have gained local and national recognition, raising the standards for Waste 
Management facilities across the U.S. In addition to his 
work, Rose was active in the San Diego community. 
He was involved San Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Forum, LEAD San Diego, Habitat 
for Humanity and Young Presidents Association 
Board (YPO). He was also on the San Diego Regional 
Economic Development Corporation (EDC) board of 
directors and was on the executive board for the San 
Diego Sports Commission. 

Jason will be bringing that same level of commitment 
to community to the Puget Sound area. 

Waste Management Welcomes Tami Yager as  
Eastern Washington Public Sector Manager 

Robin Freedman, rfreedma@wm.com 
Waste Management is welcoming Tami Yager as their newest 
Public Sector Manager for the Pacific Northwest Area. She will be 
located in Spokane, working with Waste Management districts in 
Central and Eastern Washington and Idaho.

No stranger to Waste Management, Tami previously worked 
for WM Sustainability Services. Most recently, she was the 
Regional Operations Manager for 23 shopping malls in Oregon 
and Washington, where she provided solid waste and recycling 
consulting.

 Tami knows the solid waste industry, as well as the ins and 
outs of municipal customers’ worlds. She worked for the City 
of Vancouver, Washington for more than fifteen years, serving 

in a variety of increasingly prominent roles. Her responsibilities included solid waste, recycling, 
community/economic development and emergency services. She has also worked for Clark 
County, Cowlitz County and King County.

People on the Move
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Sharon Hlavka Joining Department of Ecology Staff
Sharon Hlavka, Green Solutions principal and WSRA Board member, has 
accepted a position at the Department of Ecology as the Statewide Coordinated 
Prevention Grant (CPG) Coordinator.

Sharon brings local government experience from her work at Mason and 
Thurston Counties, as well as 10 years managing the solid waste department at 
the City of Auburn. Most recently, she set up education programs, ran recycling 
events and contributed to solid waste management plans as a principal of Green 
Solutions, LLC. She has also implemented curbside recycling, negotiated solid 
waste contracts and conducted behavior change programs. Green Solutions will 
miss Sharon’s assistance with various projects, but will continue to provide solid 
waste planning and other services.

About CPG
The CPG Program protects human health and the environment by reducing human exposure to toxins; reducing 
waste; ensuring proper management of solid and household hazardous waste; and promoting energy and 
resource conservation. CPG provides funding assistance to local governments for planning and implementing 
some programs in their local solid and hazardous waste management plans. 

Heather Teegarden New Executive Director of 
Association of Green Property Owners and Managers

Heather Teegarden, Waste Management Recycling Education Coordinator and 
WSRA Conference Committee Member, has accepted a position as Executive 
Director at the Association of Green Property Owners & Managers (AGPOM) 

Heather combines her passion for sustainability with a 16-year professional 
background in event planning, marketing and program development. As founder 
of the International Special Event Society (ISES) Seattle Chapter and present VP of 
Membership, Heather’s ‘green event’ strategies have been presented at industry 
events in Seattle and British Columbia. Her article in the spring issue of Northwest 
Meetings + Events Magazine features recycling and re-use tips.

About AGPOM
The Association of Green Property Owners & Managers helps property owners 
and managers realize the value of environmental-friendly pursuits while offering 
incentives that stimulate participation. AGPOM’s approach drives meaningful 
results using a straightforward strategy to “Greening” a business. Through 
AGPOM, members are able to leverage many “Green” benefits without making 
large investments in technology or manpower. 

More information: www.AGPOM.org

People on the Move

www.AGPOM.org
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Magnum Print Solutions Wins  
Governor’s Award for Innovative Workplace

Award cites Magnum’s innovative approach to  
accommodate workers with disabilities 

Ellen Gengler, Marketing Manager, Magnum Print Solutions   ellen@magnumlaser.com    
The Washington State Governor’s Committee on Disability 
Issues and Employment has selected Seattle based toner 
cartridge manufacturer and WSRA member Magnum 
Print Solutions to receive an award for their efforts to 
recruit, hire, and promote the employment of individuals 
with disabilities and barriers to employment. Magnum 
is distinguished by their use of innovative measures to 
accommodate workers with disabilities while building a 
vibrant, productive and inclusive workforce.

Job Developer, Cathy Wegner, with Orion Industries, noted 
that “Magnum offers a work environment that provides a 
great deal of structure, training and opportunity to learn 
new skills in a conscientious manner.” 

Another area where Magnum is truly innovative is in 
valuing each employee’s contribution and working 
through “human” moments. As Cathy noted, “Magnum’s 
approach is to discuss concerns, set clear guidelines 
and expectations, and engage in support to allow for 
achievement of expectations..” 

“Our company culture is about giving individuals every opportunity to succeed. Sometimes that means 
giving second and third chances to promising employees who are very close to putting the pieces 
together and becoming successful. I realize that this flies in the face of the zero patience-zero tolerance 
philosophy of the business culture in the United States,” said Steve Seavecki, President and CEO of 
Magnum Print Solutions.

Magnum’s commitment to optimizing efficiency and addressing problems results in consistently high 
quality products at affordable prices, with a defect rate 5 times lower than the industry average.

About the Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment 
The Washington State Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment (GCDE) is a 
nationally recognized leader in promoting equality, opportunity, independence, and full participation 
in life for persons with disabilities. The membership of the GCDE strives to promote the diversity of 
persons with disabilities by representing the widest possible range of constituent groups, geographical 
perspectives, ethnic origins and cultural heritage.

About Magnum Print Solutions
Magnum Print Solutions is a manufacturer, wholesale distributor and direct supplier of Magnum brand 
toner cartridges nationally and internationally. Magnum also provides onsite supplies management, 
office machine sales and service for businesses in the Pacific Northwest. In 2012 Magnum was named 
one of the top 50 Green Companies in Washington State. In 2009 and 2010, Magnum was named one of 
the top 100 fastest growing private companies in Washington State. In 2011, Magnum was named one 
of Inc Magazine’s 500/5000 fastest growing companies across the country. 
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USAgain Makes It Easy to Recycle  
Textiles in Washington

USAgainTeam, info@usagain.com
According to the EPA, the average person in 
the U.S. throws away 68 pounds of  clothing 
and textiles per year. 

USAgain, a leader in the textile recycling 
industry, is working diligently to reduce the 
amount of textile waste. USAgain recycled 
4.5 million pounds of textiles in Washington 
in 2012, which amounts to 1,007 garbage 
trucks’ diverted from landfills. Washington 
residents saved 25,000 cubic yards of 
precious landfill space and prevented nearly 
31 million pounds of carbon emissions 
through this program.

The U.S. throws away over 11 million tons 
of textiles per year. Although all unwanted 
textiles are recyclable or reusable, only 15% 
are actually given a second life. By operating 
over 700 collection bins throughout the state, USAgain diverts textile waste from landfills and gives clothes a 
second life. In this process approximately 70-80% of collected clothing is reused as second-handclothing, 15-25% is 
recycled into wiping rags, insulation or down-cycled to make new textiles. Approximately 5% is trash.

“Based on the amount of material that still isn’t recovered, there’s a lot of room for growth (in the clothes recycling 
industry) out there,” says Christine S. Beling, a spokeswoman for the U.S. EPA in an interview with Worchester 
Telegram & Gazette. “Just from a social perspective as well as an environmental perspective, it’s a win-win for 
everybody.” 

The massive amount of landfilled textiles is a problem, but it’s one that can be addressed by increased public 
awareness. USAgain believes the easiest way to change people’s recycling habits is to make recycling as hassle-free 
as possible, which is why our bins are located at high-traffic places like gas stations and local shops where people 
already travel to run daily errands. 

In addition, USAgain organizes educational fundraisers in partnership with many schools to educate  youth on the 
importance of reusing and recycling textiles. In 2012, Sunrise Elementary School in Kent, WA, won second place in 
USAgain’s nationwide Earth Month Contest for the “most pounds collected overall” category.

 Giving back to Washington’s communities is also a priority for USAgain, which donated 170 pounds of winter 
apparel to the Boys & Girls Club of King County last winter.

Textile recycling is an industry with great growth potential and an important step toward protecting the 
environment. USAgain seeks to continue diverting waste from landfills in the Evergreen State.

About USAgain
USAgain (use-again) was founded in 1999, and now operates over 10,000 collection bins in 15 states. Our mission is 
simple: to provide consumers with a convenient and eco-friendly option to rid themselves of excess clothing, which 
we divert from wasting in landfills for resale in the US and abroad. In 2012 alone, the company collected 58 million 
pounds of discarded clothing. Headquartered in Chicago, USAgain has over 200 employees.  
For more information, visit www.usagain.com

http://earth911.com/recycling/household/clothing-and-textile/facts-about-clothes/
http://earth911.com/recycling/household/clothing-and-textile/facts-about-clothes/
http://www.usagain.com/winter-coat-donations-seattle-bgca-december-2012
http://www.usagain.com/winter-coat-donations-seattle-bgca-december-2012
www.usagain.com
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