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Message from the 
President

Scott Campbell, WSRA President, 
scottc@wasteconnections.com

A multitude of events have happened 
since our last newsletter. Early fall was 
beautiful and the election process 
was definitely shifting into high 
gear.  It was very interesting to see 
how voters across the state cast their 
votes and for what reasons.  I know 
several would agree with me that 
they are thankful the election season 
has come to a close.  Speaking of 
being thankful, Thanksgiving has 
come and gone.  For me it is a time 
of reflection; a time to savor the 
blessings of each day and why we 
are here.  I am thankful for my family, 
friends and co-workers.  I am thankful 
for an energized and organized Board 
that I have the pleasure of working 
with and contributing to, and also 
an Executive Director who keeps us 
in line and follows our objectives 
in a professional and comfortable 
way.  I am also thankful to each and 
every member of our association for 
making us what we are today. We are 
leading the way in recycling trends in 
Washington State and beyond.

Veterans Day was also a time of 
reflection.  I was reminded recently 
of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall.  The white isolated marble tomb 
for those with no names and the 
black wall like a scar that seemed to 
stretch forever covered in thousands 
of names.  Our lives are filled with 
soldiers, some we know and many we 
will never know. We may or may not 
agree with what they are called to do, 
but we benefit from their sacrifices.  
They connect us all together back 
from this very moment through our 
history to our very beginnings.  Many 
more will connect us to our future.
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Mark Your Calendars
Upcoming WSRA Board Meetings

January 25 King Co. Housing Authority, Tukwila
February 15 WSRA office, Tukwila

March 15 Olympia
April 19 Cedar Grove Composting, Seattle
June 21 Waste Management, Woodinville

33rd Annual Conference
Skamania Lodge
May 12 –15, 2013
Stevenson, WA
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The 2013 WSRA Conference, “Mission: 
Possible!” should be another not-
to-miss event! Join us May 12-15 at 
Skamania Lodge along the scenic 
Columbia River Gorge in Stevenson, 
WA to explore current recycling 
trends and challenges, and network 
and collaborate with colleagues from 
across the state. 

The 2013 conference will feature the 
following regionally and nationally 
recognized speakers:

The Keynote Address 
will be delivered by 
Jewell James, an 
artist of international 
standing, as well as 
an advocate of 
worldwide 
environmental 

restoration and preservation of 
natural and cultural heritage sites. 
James is a descendant from Chief 
Seattle’s immediate family (after 
whom the city of Seattle was named), 
and Head Carver of the House of Tears 
Carvers of the Lummi Indian Nation. 
The Lummi, the “People of the Sea,” 
are the original inhabitants of the 
Puget Sound area of Washington’s 
northernmost coast and southern 
British Columbia, Canada.

Monday afternoon’s 
plenary session will 
feature David 
Allaway, a policy 
analyst at the 
Oregon Department 

of Environmental Quality, where he 
coordinates Oregon’s Waste 
Prevention Strategy and leads a 
variety of projects involving climate, 
sustainable consumption, and the use 
of life cycle analysis to better 
understand the environmental 
impacts of materials. Allaway has 
worked in the world of solid waste, 
recycling, and materials management 
for 22 years. He is the recipient of a 
“National Notable Achievement 
Award” from EPA and several awards 
from the Association of Oregon 
Recyclers. 

Plenary speaker Chaz 
Miller is State 
Programs Director, 
for the National Solid 
Wastes Management 
Association, a trade 
association for 
private sector 

haulers, recyclers, composters, and 
disposal companies. He manages 
NSWMA’s regional staff and their state 
advocacy efforts along with NSWMA’s 
federal advocacy efforts.  Miller has 
testified at Congressional and state 
hearings on solid waste and recycling 
issues.  He will be featured in an 
exciting point/counter-point plenary 
session on Tuesday morning with 

Eric Lombardi, the 
Executive Director of 
Eco-Cycle, Inc.  
(www.ecocycle.org). 
Lombardi is a 
specialist in resource 
recovery, social 
enterprise and 

public-private project development. 
Eco-Cycle was a national pioneer in 
the recycling industry and is now the 
largest community-based Zero Waste 
organization in the U.S.A., employing 
a staff of 70 and processing over 

55,000 tons of diverse recycled 
materials per year (2010).

Yoram Bauman, the 
world’s “first and 
only stand-up 
economist,” will be 
featured in Tuesday 
afternoon’s plenary 
session. Bauman 
performs regularly at 

colleges, companies, and comedy 
clubs, and has shared the stage with 
everyone from Robin Williams to Paul 
Krugman. He has appeared in TIME 
Magazine and on PBS and NPR, and is 
the co-author of the two-volume 
Cartoon Introduction to Economics, 
which is now available in Chinese, 
German, Italian, etc. Yoram lives in 
Seattle, where he founded Non-Profit 
Comedy, a series of benefit shows that 
raised almost $100,000 for local non-
profits. 

A showcase for the latest recycling, 
re-use, and waste reduction programs 
and technology, the WSRA conference 
and trade show features leading-edge 
educational sessions, celebrated local 
and national experts and speakers, 
enjoyable networking events, over 
30 exhibit hall displays, ranging from 
the newest equipment technology 
to award-winning re-use product 
displays, and more! The highlight of 
the four-day event is the Recycler 
of the Year Gala Awards Banquet, 
when we recognize innovation 
and leadership in recycling, and 
honor individuals whose career 
achievements warrant induction into 
the Recycling Hall of Fame.

We look forward to seeing you at 
Skamania Lodge in 2013! 

Mark Your Calendars! 
WSRA Conference & Trade Show May 12-15, 2013

Emily Phillips, WSRA, emily@wsra.net

http://www.wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/annual-conference
http://www.skamania.com/
http://nlmtotem.wordpress.com/2011/06/28/jewell-james-artist-profile/
http://sustain.uoregon.edu/workshops/reg_instructor.php?instructorid=524674
http://sustain.uoregon.edu/workshops/reg_instructor.php?instructorid=524674
http://waste360.com/author/chaz-miller
http://waste360.com/author/chaz-miller
http://www.ecocycleinternational.com/consulting/EricLombardi.pdf
http://www.ecocycle.org
http://www.standupeconomist.com/
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
http://www.wsra.net/index.php/awards
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WSRA’s Online Member Community
Emily Phillips, WSRA executive director, emily@wsra.net 

WSRA is pleased to announce that we will soon be introducing an exciting 
new online feature available exclusively to WSRA members! In the 
upcoming months, we will be revamping our website, www.wsra.net, and 
launching a members-only community as a part of our continued effort to 
bring new content and benefits to our membership. 

As WSRA members, you will soon be able to build connections in the 
recycling community by creating online profiles, searching for and 
connecting with other WSRA members in the online membership database, 
chatting in real-time with other members, posting and searching job 
listings, and joining groups and committees, all by simply by logging in 
to the members-only area of the WSRA website. You will also have the 
opportunity to blog, share file libraries with other members, participate in 
event surveys, register for events and renew your membership dues, view 
payment transaction history, and much more!  

WSRA recognizes the importance of providing leading technical content in ways that are easily accessed online, 
and we will continue to provide information about this exciting members-only feature as our launch date grows 
nearer. 

Thank you to the WSRA Board of Directors and Communications Committee for making this virtual member 
community a reality! 

Emily Phillips, WSRA executive director

Welcome to Our Newest Members!
Enviro-Tote, Inc
Green 1 Member
Contact: Eleana Walsh
4 Cote Lane
Bedford, NH 03110
1-800-868-3224 (x113)
ewalsh@enviro-tote.com 
www.enviro-tote.com 

New West Gypsum 
Recycling
Blue 1 Member
Contact: Cheryl McKitterick
1321 54th Ave East
Fife, WA 98424
(604) 534-9925
mckitterick@nwgypsum.com 
www.nwgypsum.com 

LeMay Pacific Disposal
Blue 1 Member
Contact: Jeff Harwood
2920 Hogum Bay Road NE
Lacey, WA 98516
(360) 923-0111
jeffh@wcnx.com 
www.lemayinc.com 

Trash Backwards
Associate Member
Contact: Liesl Clark
6027 NE Baker Hill Road
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
(617) 794-2143
clarkliesl@mac.com 
www.trashbackwards.com 

EH Metal Recycling
Blue 1 Member
Contact: Joshua Girod
3021 NE 72nd Dr STE 9 PMB 25
Vancouver, WA 98661
(360) 518-1525
recycling@ehrecycling.com
www.ehrecycling.com

Cameron Ackley
Individual Member
cameronackley@yahoo.com 

Bre Caldwell
Individual Member
brecaldwell@gmail.com 

mailto:Emily@wsra.net
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American Data Guard Website 
Redesign and New Branding Initiative

William M. Felts, American Data Guard, wfelts@nwcenter.org 
American Data Guard, a leading 
provider of document shredding 
and archiving solutions, proudly 
announces the re-launch of their 
company website, www.adgshred.
com. The updated and improved 
site features the new American Data 
Guard (ADG) branding initiative, 
complete with new tagline ‘Security 
You Can Trust™.’ 

The new branding initiative includes 
the American Data Guard Doberman 
Pinscher and the ‘Security You Can 
Trust™’ tagline. Selected to reflect 
the unmatched protection offered 
by American Data Guard, the ADG 
Doberman Pinscher is now the face of 
the company. 

“The re-launch of our website, and 
the introduction of our new brand, 
is very exciting for our entire team,” 
said Mike Quinn, VP. “We are proud 
to stand behind the tagline ‘Security 
You Can Trust,’ and we look forward 
to fulfilling on that commitment for 
another 25 years.” 

As a division of Northwest Center, 
American Data Guard is proud to 
operate under a social enterprise 
model. Through a network of 
business enterprises, Northwest 

Center employs a diverse workforce of 
people of all abilities including those 
with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Down 
syndrome, and others. The inclusive 
environment of each Northwest 
Center division, including American 
Data Guard, benefits the communities 
in which they operate. 

“We hope the new website and 
branding initiative will enable us to 
grow the market share of American 
Data Guard while spreading the word 
about the Northwest Center social 
enterprise model,” added Quinn.

About American Data Guard
Established in 1985, American 
Data Guard is the oldest document 
destruction company in Washington 
State. Purchased by Nonprofit 
Washington Corporation and Ability 
One provider Northwest Center 
Industries in 1992, today American 
Data Guard operates under a 
social enterprise model. Offering 
sustainable, cost competitive 
paper shredding, data destruction 
and document storage programs; 
American Data Guard is setting the 
standard for excellence in document 
shredding and archiving services. We 
recycle 100% of the paper we shred.

The new branding initiative includes the American Data Guard Doberman Pinscher and the 
‘Security You Can Trust™’ tagline. Photo credit: William Felts

Super Storm Sandy slammed into 
the East Coast.  It is difficult to 
imagine that wild night of wind and 
rain. With the cold stark break of 
dawn, realization hit that there was 
vast devastation.  As of this writing, 
many are still displaced from their 
home or living in unsafe unsanitary 
conditions.  How prepared are you 
for the kind of disaster that could 
affect us here in the Northwest?  We 
listen to the predictions about that 
big earthquake to come – not if, but 
when.  While we cannot predict a 
major disaster, we can all prepare for 
our own personal response to these 
horrible events.

After 20 years of contributing to 
the recycling industry and this 
association, Don Frey has announced 
his retirement and resigned from 
the WSRA Board.  We wish Don all 
the best as he begins a new journey.  
Please look for a related story in this 
issue about Don.

Lastly, Semiahmoo Resort closed its 
doors and we have secured a new 
venue for the 33rd Annual WSRA 
Conference, May 12-15, 2013.  We are 
very excited to hold our conference 
at the beautiful Skamania Lodge 
outside of Stevenson, Wa.  This is 
a destination resort with all the 
amenities.  Sessions again this 
year will be fantastic, and we will 
have some very interesting and 
informative tours. Looking forward 
to seeing you at Skamania Lodge!

Wishing everyone a safe and fun 
winter and as we look forward 
to spring, get ready for more 
informative and fascinating WRED 
events!

President’s Message continued from page 1

mailto:wfelts@nwcenter.org
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Jennifer Wagner, Marketing Manager, jwagner@biobagusa.com

BioBag launches a new addition to their already 
extensive bioplastic product line: the first ever 
compostable, biodegradable cling wrap!

After years of development, BioBag is proud to 
be the first to add Compostable Cling Wrap to 
our extensive compostable plastic product line.  
This revolutionary bioplastic innovation is made 
from the raw material Mater-Bi ®, which is made 
from renewable raw materials and contains no 
polyethylene.

BioBag Cling Wrap easily clings to keep food fresh 
and provides excellent protection for all types of 
food, including those with high fat and acid content 
(which is not always the case for traditional cling 
film).  BioBag Cling Wrap has very good technical 
characteristics in terms of both strength and tear 
resistance. It is made without using plasticizers or 
other additives that can be transferred to the food.  
BioBag Cling Film provides excellent protection 

against microorganisms 
and rapid deterioration 
because it prevents 
/ restricts food from 
exposure to moisture 
and oxygen.  The film 
also provides a high 
odor barrier, preventing 
transmission to other 
foods.

BioBag Cling Wrap composts right along with other 
organic waste to create nutrient-rich soil, and so can 
be included with other compostable waste.

Benefits: 

• Certified Compostable by the Biodegradable 
Products Institute

• Meets ASTM D6400
• Contains no polyethylene
• High water vapor transmission rate which 

helps keep foods fresher, longer
• First compostable cling wrap for in-home use    
• Adheres to most surfaces including glass, 

metal and ceramics
• Made without plasticizers or other additives 

that may be transferred to the food
• Good for all kinds of foods, including those 

with high fat and acid content
• Extremely good puncture resistance and 

elasticity
• FDA Approved

BioBag Cling Wrap can be purchased through 
select online retailers (greenhome.com, buygreen.
com) and natural food retailers.  BioBag anticipates 
national distribution soon.  Please contact BioBag 
directly for wholesale, commercial and distributor 
interest.

BioBag Cling Wrap 

First of Its Kind: Certified Compostable Retail Cling Wrap

About BioBag
BioBag is a world leader in providing bags and films for the collection of organic waste for the purpose 
of composting.  Unlike regular plastic, BioBags can be consumed by microorganisms that live in our 
soils.  Because of this, our bags can also be readily composted along with organic waste in municipal 
composting facilities.  We are a small company of dedicated employees, who are fully committed to only 
producing certified compostable bags and films.  BioBag strongly supports the use of GMO-free certified 
crops and participates in a source-offset program with our suppliers.  There is no polyethylene in a 
BioBag, and most of our bags are proudly made in the USA.  Twenty years ago, the concept of successfully 
separating organic waste from entering landfills seemed to be a dream.  Now, compostable waste 
separation is a highly successful, fast growing practice, thanks in part to the creation of compostable bags.  
To learn more, please visit www.biobagusa.com.

mailto:jwagner@biobagusa.com
http://www.biobagusa.com/mater_bi.htm
http://www.biobagusa.com/clingwrap.html
http://www.biobagusa.com/certificates.htm
http://www.greenhome.com/products/housekeeping/food_storage/120072/
http://www.buygreen.com/biobagclingwrap.aspx
http://www.buygreen.com/biobagclingwrap.aspx
http://www.biobagusa.com
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Bellevue Students are  
“Green Geniuses”

Cafeteria Waste Competition Winners 
Jennifer Goodhart, City of Bellevue jgoodhart@bellevuewa.gov 

The challenge: How to reduce the amount of garbage sent to a landfill from 
a cafeteria filled with hundreds of students? Thirteen Bellevue elementary 
schools accepted that challenge, and one school got it down to less than 
half a can for more than 500 students! 

The Bellevue School District and the City of Bellevue issued the “Green 
Genius Cafeteria Challenge” to reduce lunchroom waste (based on the City 
of Issaquah’s cafeteria contest), to coincide with America Recycles Day on 
November 15. 

On “Measurement Day,” schools competed to see how little trash they 
could generate in one day, by composting food scraps, recycling, using 
reusable containers for packed lunches and bringing leftovers home for 
snacks. 

Combined, they generated a total of just 17 garbage cans of trash on 
November 15th—just a little over one full can of trash per school—less than 
half the amount typically generated. 

The top three winners were:

1st Place: Enatai Elementary (514 students)
Enatai generated less than half of a garbage can of trash. The 
school launched a campaign to use “ReUsies” reusable baggies and 
Tupperware to reduce waste. They also broadcast tips to students, staff, 
and parents. 

2nd Place: Cherry Crest Elementary (620 students) 
Cherry Crest filled a trash can three-quarters full. Their green team 
promoted the competition with posters, announcements and 
classroom presentations. They formed a green ambassador team with 
representatives from all levels. 

3rd Place: Medina Elementary (519 students) 
Medina filled a trash can three-quarters full. They recruited a team of 
students and parents to help in the cafeteria with sorting recycling and 
composting to make it a community event. 

The top three schools were awarded a 
“Recycle Robot” made from recycled 
materials and engraved with their 
school’s name.  All participating 
schools received a certificate in a frame 
made from recycled computer parts.  

Clearly, the big winner in this contest 
was the environment.

Each school worked very hard 
on their campaign and achieved 

fantastic results.  This contest was 
very competitive. 

The participating elementary 
schools, representing more than 

6,700 students and staff,  included:

• Ardmore
• Bennett
• Cherry Crest
• Clyde Hill
• Enatai
• Lake Hills
• Medina

• Phantom Lake
• Sherwood
• Spiritridge 
• Somerset
• Stevenson
• Woodridge

To read more about the Green Genius Cafeteria Challenge, visit,  
http://www.bsd405.org/news-events/news/saving-the-planet-one-lunch-at-a-time.aspx. 

From left to right, Jennifer Goodhart 
(City of Bellevue Conservation Program 

Administrator), Dr. Audrey Meyers (Enatai 
Principal), Monica Chun (5th grade 

teacher), Nancy Matheson (Super Mom), 
Nancy Larson (Bellevue School District).

From left to right, Gamage Nanayakkara, 
Nancy Larson, Kristi Stroyan, Patricia 

Ooshier, and Jennifer Goodhart

Enatai Elementary’s “Recycle Robot”  
first place trophy

mailto:JGoodhart@bellevuewa.gov
http://www.bsd405.org/news-events/news/saving-the-planet-one-lunch-at-a-time.aspx
http://www.bsd405.org/news-events/news/saving-the-planet-one-lunch-at-a-time.aspx
http://www.bsd405.org/news-events/news/saving-the-planet-one-lunch-at-a-time.aspx
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2012 Golden Dumpster Award Winners 
Signe Gilson, Waste Zero Manager, CleanScapes signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com 

At this year’s Golden Dumpster Awards ceremony, five 
downtown Seattle property managers received miniature 
golden dumpsters for their exceptional waste reduction and 
recycling programs.  The Golden Dumpster Awards, jointly 
sponsored by CleanScapes, BOMA Seattle/King County and 
Seattle Public Utilities recognize commercial properties for 
implementing “best practices” in waste reduction, recycling 
and tenant education.

“BOMA’s partnership with CleanScapes and Seattle Public 
Utilities in the first-ever Seattle Golden Dumpster Awards is 
an excellent example of how companies, organizations and 
government can work together to promote best practices in 
environmental stewardship,” said Rod Kauffman, President of BOMA Seattle King County.  “We 
thank our partners for their commitment and effort and we congratulate the winners and all the 
participants.”

“CleanScapes is proud to recognize the efforts of these properties with the Golden Dumpster 
Awards,”  said CleanScapes President and founder, Chris Martin.   “These buildings have realized 
both the economic and the environmental benefit of reducing their waste and set a new bar for 
all property management companies.” 

CleanScapes initiated the Golden Dumpster Awards to both recognize the outstanding 
efforts of leaders in waste reduction and recycling, but also to create a forum for discussion 
and dissemination of best practices to all businesses. In a workshop planned for early 2013, 
this year’s winners and key players (e.g., janitorial companies) will share their experiences, 
challenges and solutions. 

“Seattle’s business community currently recycles 61.4 percent of the waste it generates,” said 
Tom Gannon, Seattle Public Utilities project manager. “It’s thanks to the efforts of businesses 
like these that help make Seattle one of the greenest cities in the nation.”

For more information on the best practices workshop or the 2013 Golden Dumpster Awards 
contact: recyclingrewards@cleanscapes.com.  

Each winner received a miniature 
gold painted steel dumpster.  

Winners and supporters at the Golden Dumpster Award ceremony December 3, 2012.

From left to right: Tom Gannon, Seattle Public Utilities; Carrie Bartasawicz and Hiro Monji, Hines; Tim Essebaggers, U.S. General Services; Tina Davis, 
CBRE; Laura Thomas, Unico;  Garin North, CBRE;  Signe Gilson, CleanScapes; Randi Pierson, CBRE.  (photo credit: Tony Koski)

mailto:Signe.Gilson@cleanscapes.com
http://www.cleanscapes.com/seattle/community/golden_dumpster_award_2012/http:/atyourservice.seattle.gov/2012/12/05/golden-dumpster-award-winners/
mailto:RecyclingRewards@cleanscapes.com
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CleanScapes Funds Sustainable  
NE Seattle Tool Lending Library

Signe Gilson, CleanScapes, signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com 
Have you ever needed a table saw, saw 
sharpener, drill punch or vice grips but 
didn’t want to own them?  Through a 
$50,000 donation from CleanScapes 
and many hours of volunteer labor, 
Sustainable NE Seattle is giving the 
community an option to borrow rather 
than own.  The NE Seattle Tool Library is 
open for business! 

Three Seattle neighborhoods won the 
CleanScapes $50,000 Waste Reduction 
Rewards competition and, as their 
reward, chose to build a community 
asset.  “I can hardly think of a better 
use for CleanScapes’ annual Waste 
Reduction Rewards than to build a 
facility whose very purpose is to reduce 
waste and reuse existing materials,” said 
Signe Gilson, Waste Zero Manager for 
CleanScapes.     

The North Seattle Friends Church offered 
up an unused building for restoration 
and reuse as a tool library.  Thanks to 
the intensive work of Dai Gorman, the 
contractor in charge, the space was 
transformed.  “As builders we know the 
importance of having access to the right 
tools. Now through the efforts of Susan 
Gregory with Sustainable NE Seattle 
and the generosity of CleanScapes, 
the community has access to the tools 
they need to complete their projects,” 
said Gorman, Project Manager, Lease 
Crutcher Lewis. 

Susan Gregory, a community organizer 
and the leading force behind the 
creation of the tool library, led several 
volunteer community work parties 
to cleanup the property—inside and 
out.  “It’s been so gratifying to be a part 
of a community that pulls together 
to support projects like  this,” said 
Gregory.  “Now we’re busy keeping up 
with all of the tool donations pouring in!”

At the grand opening on December 
1, the community celebrated a new 
opportunity to reduce, reuse and recycle.  
For more information about the tool 
library and membership visit  
http://neseattletoollibrary.org/
membership/. 

The Barker Boys provided the 
entertainment at the NE Seattle Tool 

Library Grand Opening

Dai Gorman, Lease Crutcher Lewis, tool 
library contractor, and Susan Gregory, 

tool library founder

Tool library – Before renovation

“We’ve recycled more
than 4 million tons 
of gypsum wallboard 
 since 1986.”

www.nwgypsum.com

Fife Plant
1321-54th Ave., East

Fife,  WA
Plant: 253-380-1079

Office: 604-534-9925

NWG Newspaper Ad 3.5x2_Layout 1  12-11-20  12:37 PM  Page 1

Advertise in The Report
WSRA’s newsletter is distributed to over 700 individuals, 
companies, organizations and agencies with a wide range 
of environmental interests.  To advertise in The Report, 
email emily@wsra.net or call (206) 244-0311.
One-time Ad

Member Non-Member
One Year of Ads  
(4 issues) Member Non-Member

Business Card 
(3½”x2”)

$35 $70 Business Card 
(3½”x2”)

$125 $250

Quarter Page $75 $150 Quarter Page $375 $750
Half Page $125* $250 Half Page $475 $950
Full Page $250** $500 Full Page $950 $1900
*FREE for Silver and Bronze precious metal members
**FREE for Gold, Platinum, and Titanium precious metal members

mailto:signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com
http://neseattletoollibrary.org/membership/
http://neseattletoollibrary.org/membership/
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Republic Services Sponsor Green Gingerbread 
House to benefit KIDSQuest Museum

By Anne Laughlin, Republic Services, alaughlin@republicservices.com 
The following article appeared on the front page 
of the Bellevue Reporter’s December 7th edition 
and is being reprinted with permission from the 
Bellevue Reporter. We are pleased to note that 
Republic’s gingerbread entry won the People’s 
Choice award and the Best Use of Materials 
award.

Working well into the night in a catering 
warehouse tucked away in Bellevue’s Bel-
Red neighborhood, a team of four pastry 
professionals put the final touches on a 
gingerbread house. But not just any gingerbread 
house.

The gingerbread creation, and 19 others, are 
vying for honors in the annual KIDSQuest 
Museum Gingerbread Lane, which is part of 
Bellevue’s Magic Season. The competing houses 
will be on display through Dec. 16 in the Bellevue 
Hilton lobby. Winners will be announced on Dec. 
8. The houses will be auctioned off to the highest 
sweet-tooth bidders.

Jill Borgida, an instructor for Wilton Industries, 
worked side by side with Kelli Morse of Kelli’s 
Cake Creations, Gian Edmondson and Becky 
Bihary, consultants who have worked with Kelli. 
All are local pastry experts with steady hands, 
plenty of patience and an eye for the whimsical.

The house, sponsored by Republic Services, 
embraces a theme of the Wizard of Oz situated 
in the Pacific Northwest with multiple references 
to a “green” holiday. Jill Borgida is the wife of 
Republic Services’ general manager, Jeff Borgida. 

“When we brainstormed we kept the KIDSQuest 
audience in mind,” said Jill. “We thought kids and 
parents would enjoy our interpretation of the 
Land of Oz here in the Northwest. And a green 
theme wouldn’t be complete without a reference 
to environmental stewardship.”

The entry is a traditional Northwest Tudor home 
equipped with stained-glass windows made of 
melted Lifesaver candies lit by the warm glow 
of a battery-powered candle stands surrounded 
by evergreen trees created from ice cream cones 

with frosting and an “Emerald City” skyline in 
the background. Wizard of Oz characters crafted 
in fondant demonstrate the team’s careful 
attention to detail and the lengths to which they 
will go to create the Northwest flavor.

Dorothy wears a red scarf and goulashes with a 
latte in hand. A blue Republic Services’ curbside 
recycling cart also crafted of fondant awaits 
pick-up beside the Yellow Brick Road, laden with 
gumdrop “recyclables.”

“We’ve done our best to make everything look as 
realistic as possible,” added Becky, as she rolled 
fondant rainbows for an umbrella. “There is a lot 
of attention to detail.”

Each artist glanced at props and photos from 
the Wizard of Oz as they crafted figurines. There 
are literally hundreds of miniature edible pieces 
attached to the house to transform it into a 
winter wonderland, Northwest-style.

Surrounded by cupcake tins, cake stands, bins 
of cookie cutters and stacks of baking sheets 
on speed racks, the team spent more than 40 
hours together, pasting and placing rows of 
coffee bean cobblestones, cookie shingles and 
snowflakes of sugar dough throughout the 
gingerbread property, which measures four 
square feet and nearly two feet tall outlined in 
pretzel fencing.

For any interested bidders, the taste experience 
will range from vanilla and red cherry to 
chocolate and green apple flavored fondant, not 
to mention the gingerbread architecture and its 
royal icing glaze. 

Despite the long hours, team members agreed 
the project has been a stress-reliever, satisfying 
their creative appetite while taking part in a 
delightful community tradition this holiday 
season.

When asked if the team would reconvene next 
year to do another gingerbread house the 
answer was a resounding, “yes!”

mailto:ALaughlin@republicservices.com
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Bellevue and Redmond Help Businesses  
Refresh Recycling

Eden Mack, Full Circle Environmental, mack@fullcircleenvironmental.com
It is rare to come across a business in Bellevue or Redmond 
that doesn’t have some recycling, since both cities provide 
recycling at no additional cost to business customers.  
Recycling seems to be something people just DO, even at 
work.  But there can be confusion about how and what to 
recycle.  

Sometimes businesses have janitorial staff turnover that 
changes the internal recycling collection process. Or 
perhaps employees don’t realize they can recycle more 
than just cardboard in their commingled recycling bins.  
On the flip side, some employees think they are doing 
the right thing by throwing almost everything into the 
recycling bin.  

Recycling practices at many businesses need a littler 
refresher.  In response, and drawing from community 
based social marketing techniques, Bellevue and 
Redmond adopted individually branded Refresh Recycling 
programs in the spring of 2012.  Businesses are asked to 
pledge to Refresh Recycling with a few simple steps like 
reviewing what is collected and making sure that recycling 
containers are in the right places.  Of course, they do not 
need to sign the pledge to receive free technical assistance 
and education, or materials such as flyers, signage, stickers, 
and indoor recycling containers.

However, those that do pledge, receive a certificate they 
can proudly display, and recognition on the respective 
Cities’ websites.   In Redmond, all interested businesses are 
also entered into a drawing for a “Business Conservation 
Kit” with useful recycled-content products like 100% 
recycled paper, pens made from recycled PET bottles and 
recycled scissors.  

“We knew most businesses were recycling, and the Refresh 

pledge has been a great way to recognize businesses 
for their efforts, while showing them how they can 
recycle more and reduce their waste,” said Stacey Auer, 
Redmond’s Recycling Program Administrator.

Sometimes the recycling increase at a business can be 
large, like a property in Bellevue where five businesses 
pledged to improve their recycling collection effort, and 
increased recycling by 32 cubic yards per week.  “We are 
excited to now recycle paper from behind the counter.  We 
empty that thing almost every day now,” reported James 
of Car Toys Bellevue.   

Other times, all people need is to learn that it is important 
to rinse containers and not throw wrappers or loose plastic 
bags in the recycling bin.  “Particularly in our kitchen areas 
I’ve noticed a better thought out process about what 
could be recycled,” said Sondra from Together Center in 
Redmond, a campus of 18 non-profit organizations with 
common copy rooms and kitchen areas.  

When it comes to recycling, both quantity and quality 
count.  About one half of all businesses asked to take the 
pledge have jumped on board, with over 40 businesses 
taking the pledge to date.  Efforts have increased recycling 
by approximately 2,200 cubic yards/year in Bellevue and 
1,400 cubic yards/ year in Redmond.  

“The Refresh Recycling pledge has been a great addition 
to our outreach program. Businesses are excited to 
increase their recycling and also to reduce employee 

Together Center in Redmond proudly displays the Refresh 
Recycling pledge certificate in their office.

Refresh Recycling continued on page 11 
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Just Use a Cup
Milk Dispensers Prevent Waste at Olympia Schools
Peter Guttchen, Thurston County, guttchp@co.thurston.wa.us

K-12 schools in Thurston County generate about 5,000,000 half-pint milk cartons each 
school year, enough cartons to fill an Olympic size swimming pool and still have some 
cartons to spare.  Although it’s possible to have milk cartons collected for recycling, the 
best way to manage them is not to use them at all.   

Seven Olympia District schools are now using milk dispensers and durable cups to 
serve milk to their students.   Thurston County Solid Waste purchased dispensers for 
Olympia High School and two middle schools.  They school joined four elementary 
schools that had already made the switch to dispensers.  

Together, these schools have completely eliminated more than 225,000 milk cartons 
from the waste stream each year—just one of the many benefits of using milk 
dispensers and durable cups instead of cartons.   

Less wasted milk—A typical elementary school that serves 450 meals a day ends 
up throwing away about 5 to 6 gallons of milk daily, or about 1,000 gallons of 
milk each school year.  A similar school with a dispenser only generates one to 2 
gallons of wasted milk each day, reducing milk waste by more than 700 gallons a 
year. 

Lower recycling costs—Eliminating milk cartons from a school’s waste stream 
can dramatically reduce a school’s recycling collections costs.   Schools also save money on can liners.  For example, 
Olympia High School reduced their annual recycling bill by more than $1,700 a year after they put dispensers into 
service. 

Less work—Eliminating cartons reduces the workload for custodians and student volunteers and diminishes odor 
and pest problems.

Conserves energy—Milk dispensers use a lot less energy to keep milk cold than milk coolers used to store milk 
cartons.  Washington Middle School expects to save $120 a year in electricity costs, now that they’ve been able to 
pull the plug on their milk coolers. 

Conserves resources  —Lots of wood pulp, energy, water, and other resources are used to manufacture, print, fill, 
ship, store, serve, and then recycle or dispose of milk cartons.  Most of these resources are conserved when a school 
starts serving milk in durable cups from bulk dispensers. 

To see milk dispensers in action at Olympia schools, visit Thurston Solid Waste’s You Tube page at www.youtube.com/
user/ThurstonSolidWaste and click on the video titled  “Just Use a Cup.” 

Thurston County ‘s Food to Flowers program is now providing assistance to schools in the county interested in milk 
dispensers.   To learn more visit www.ThurstonSolidWaste.org/FoodtoFlowers. You can also contact Peter Guttchen at 
guttchp@co.thurston.wa.us or 360-867-2283. 

confusion over what is accepted in the program,” said 
Elaine Borjeson, Conservation Program Administrator, City 
of Bellevue.

You can check out all of the businesses that have taken the 
pledge and learn more about Bellevue’s program here:  
and Redmond’s program here:  

Eden Mack is a Senior Project Manager with Full Circle 
Environmental, Inc.  She developed the Refresh Recycling 
program concept and works under contract to the cities 
of Bellevue and Redmond to tailor and implement their 
successful programs. She can be reached at mack@
fullcircleenvironmental.com.   For more information on 
Bellevue’s program contact Elaine Borjeson at eborjeson@
bellevuewa.gov, and for Redmond’s program, contact Stacey 
Auer at slauer@redmond.gov.

Refresh Recycling continued from page 10

Washington Middle School student 
Hailey Lasmanis serves herself milk from 

the school new dispenser.

http://www.youtube.com/user/ThurstonSolidWaste
http://www.youtube.com/user/ThurstonSolidWaste
http://www.ThurstonSolidWaste.org/FoodtoFlowers
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/recycling-garbage-businesses.htm
http://www.redmond.gov/Environment/GarbageRecycling/Business/
mailto:Mack@fullcircleenvironmental.com
mailto:Mack@fullcircleenvironmental.com
mailto:EBorjeson@bellevuewa.gov
mailto:EBorjeson@bellevuewa.gov
mailto:slauer@redmond.gov
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Sanitary Service Company Named 
2012 Green Business of the Year

By Rodd Pemble, SSC Recycling Manager, rodd@ssc-inc.com
The Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (BWCCI) 
recognized Sanitary Service Company, 
Inc.’s (SSC) sustainability efforts with 
their 2012 Green Business of the Year 
award, presented at the Chamber’s 
Annual Awards Dinner, held 
December 5th in Bellingham. 

SSC was recognized for its 
commitment to sustainable business 
practices and customer services, 
including the company’s use of 
biodiesel in its fleet of recycling, 
garbage and delivery trucks and use 
of 100% Green Power. SSC is also 
rated a 5 star business by EnviroStars, 
a regional program that promotes 
pollution prevention.  

“As a locally-owned company in a 
part of the world that is known for 
its beautiful, clean environment, we 
are acutely aware that we all share 
in the responsibility to protect and 
preserve its health and beauty,” said 
SSC President, Paul Razore. “I salute 
all of the hard working, loyal 
employees at SSC who have 
made this award possible. 
We are all so fortunate to live, 
work and play in Whatcom 
County. We all aspire to have 
our future generations inherit 
an environment we have all 
been so blessed and honored 
to experience.”

Rodd Pemble, SSC Recycling 
Manager, said the company 
looks forward to building 
on this achievement. “We’ll 
continue to move our company 
and the communities we serve 
here in Whatcom County 
toward a more sustainable 
future.”

The Green Business of the 
Year is awarded each year to a 
Whatcom County business that 
has demonstrated through its 
product, business plan, and general 
operational practice its commitment 
to help reduce waste, pollution or 
address other environmental issues. 
For more information about SSC’s 
sustainability initiatives, contact Rodd 
Pemble, SSC Recycling Manager at 
(360) 734-3490 or rodd@ssc-inc.com.

About Sanitary Service Company
Established in 1929, SSC is Whatcom 
County’s largest recycling and 
garbage collection service provider, 
serving 45,000 + customers from 
Bellingham to Blaine and beyond. SSC 
is a sustaining member of Sustainable 
Connections, a Toward Zero Waste 
Founding Pioneer, 100% Green Power 
Leader, 5-Star EnviroStars business 
and Whatcom Smart Trips employer. 
For more info visit ssc-inc.com.

SSC was named 2012 Green Business of the Year by the 
Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 

From left: Lisa Meucci, Meucci Consulting, (former) Sen. 
Harriet Spanel, former Bellingham City Councilwoman 
Louise Bjornson, Rodd Pemble, SSC Recycling Manager.

Photo Credit: Sofia Byrd.

Recycler of the 
Year Award 

Nominations
WSRA is seeking nominations 
for its annual Recycler of the 
Year awards, which spotlight 
individuals, businesses, 
government agencies and 
community organizations that are 
making outstanding contributions 
to expanding and strengthening 
recycling and waste prevention. 

WSRA welcomes nominations of 
individuals and organizations that 
have demonstrated noteworthy 
dedication, innovation and 
success in recycling initiatives 
across the state.

Award categories include 
Individual Recycler, Public 
Agency, Institution, Non-Profit, 
Commercial Generator, Public 
Education, Event Recycling, 
Composting, Innovation, and 
Nucor Steel Recycling Business 
Award. 

The submission deadline for 
award nominations is January 
14, 2013. Detailed criteria and 
nomination forms are available in 
the Awards section of the WSRA 
website, www.wsra.net.  Contact 
the WSRA office at 206-244-0311 
for application assistance or more 
information.

mailto:rodd@ssc-inc.com
mailto:rodd@ssc-inc.com
http://www.ssc-inc.com/
http://www.wsra.net
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Richland Announces 2012 Green Awards
By Gail Everett, City of Richland geverett@ci.richland.wa.us 

The City of Richland is proud to announce the winners of this 
year’s Green Recognition Program. U.S. Linen & Uniform, a 
Richland business since 1944, is Richland’s Green Business 
of the Year. The Green Project of the Year award went to the 
native plant restoration project in Leslie Groves North and the 
Program of the Year was awarded to Kadlec Regional Medical 
Center for their All-in-One Recycling Program. Badger Mountain 
Elementary School’s Green Team and Garden Club received an 
Honorable Mention. 

U.S. Linen & Uniform open its small business 68 years ago. 
Now, they serve all of Eastern Washington, Northern Idaho and 
Southeastern Oregon. Conservation efforts include investing in 
transportation software to help optimize driving routes, saving 
fuel and travel time; investing in a state-of-the art waste water 

treatment system that reduced their water usage by 50%, natural gas 
usage by 25% and reduced the amount of fats, oils and greases in their 
waste water by 95%. Additional efforts include energy conservation 
measures and reusing, reclaiming and recycling resources. U.S. Linen 
& Uniform was also chosen by the Textile Rental Services Association 
as one of its first companies honored and certified as a “Clean Green 
Company.”  

The Native Plant Restoration Project, just north of Snyder Street, 
between the multi-use path and Harris Avenue, is still going strong 
after 6 years, 90 volunteers and over 1,500 man hours. This 1.5 acre 
parcel was adopted by members of the Native Plant Society and the 
Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society when it was just a field of 
non-native plants, including cheat grass, tumbleweed and tack weed. 
This group tirelessly mowed, pulled, raked, and replanted more than 
30 native plant species. They have raised funds and received grants to 
keep this project going. Today, they continue their 
restoration project while educating the public on 
the benefits and beauty of native plants. 

Kadlec Regional Medical Center has been on 
a quest to incorporate green living into their 
business operations. In 2011 they were recognized 
for reducing their energy consumption by 30% 
and implementing a program to reuse their sharp 
containers. This past year they worked to expand 
their recycling efforts. This past year, Kadlec 
Regional Medical Center diverted over 55 tons of 
material, that’s over 111,000 pounds of aluminum 
and tin cans, plastic, cardboard, instrument 
packaging, and plastic sharps containers. 

This is the eighth year Richland has recognized 
businesses and organizations who are working to 
reduce their impact on the environment. For more 
information, visit www.ci.richland.wa.us/greenliving, 
link to “Green Recognition Program.”

US Linen’s Rick Smith is all smiles between Gary Ballew, 
Economic Development and Gail Everett, Awards 

Program & Environmental Coordinator.

Group photo of Richland’s 2012 Green Recognition Award 
Winners and Award Hosts.

mailto:GEverett@CI.RICHLAND.WA.US
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/greenliving
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King County’s Take it Back Network Expands to 
Include Mattresses

Matt Herman, Colehour+Cohen mherman@colehourcohen.com 
 In an effort to reduce the number of used mattresses 
that are taking up space in a landfill, rather than being 
recycled and their components reused, King County’s 
Take it Back Network has added two new partners as 
inaugural mattress recycling members. 

 A Plus Removal & Recycling and Rubbish Works join 
a large and growing number of retailers, repair shops, 
nonprofit organizations, waste haulers and recyclers 
that provide consumers with safe and convenient 
reuse and recycling options for hard-to-recycle 
products. 

 “We are proud to partner with the Take it Back 
Network and add mattresses to our list of accepted 
materials,” said Suzanne Breen, owner of A Plus 
Removal & Recycling. “For the past 30 years, A Plus has 
been committed to keeping as much out the landfills 
as we can, and we’re excited to do our part in diverting 
and recycling mattresses from the waste stream in the 
Puget Sound region.” 

 According to Shawnda Anderson, director of 
operations for Rubbish Works, “Mattresses have 
a life span of about 11 years and take up a huge 
amount of space in the landfill. This is why we try 
to recycle everything possible - from furniture to 
mattresses. Joining the Take it Back Network is a great 
way of demonstrating our commitment to provide 
sustainable end-of-life options for mattresses to 
Seattle-area customers.” 

 Each year, up to 40 million mattresses with box springs 
are disposed in the U.S., and a single mattress can 
take up as much as 40 cubic feet of landfill space. In 
2011, King County received about 90,000 mattresses 
weighing more than 3,000 tons for disposal at its 
transfer stations and landfill. 

 Mattresses are made of several recyclable materials, 
including polyurethane foam, steel, cotton, and wood, 
which when separated, can be used in a variety of end-
market applications including auto parts, insulation 
and carpet padding. 

“We are thrilled to expand the Take it Back Network to 
include mattresses, and the fact that we can launch 
this effort with two dedicated partners from the 
outset makes this a positive step forward for resource 

management in King County,” said Alex Erzen, 
program manager with the King County Solid Waste 
Division. 

A fee is charged to cover mattress recycling costs. To 
drop off a mattress or schedule a pick-up, call A Plus 
Removal & Recycling in Auburn, 253-737-4441, and 
Rubbish Works in Bellevue, 425-681-9233. 

About the Take it Back Network 
The Take it Back Network is a partnership between 
King County and local retailers, repair shops, nonprofit 
organizations, waste haulers and recyclers that provide 
convenient recycling options for hard-to-recycle 
products. 

 Members must meet stringent guidelines for the 
recycling and handling of products and comply with 
all local, state and federal regulations and international 
trade laws. Take it Back Network members must also 
agree to provide at least one location in King County 
for residents and businesses where mattresses and box 
springs can be dropped off for recycling, or provide 
pickup in King County. 

 To learn more about the network or to find member 
locations, visit www.kingcounty.gov/TakeitBack , or 
contact Alex Erzen at 206-296-4352. 

mailto:mherman@colehourcohen.com
http://www.kingcounty.gov/TakeitBack
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U.S. Access to Carton Recycling Reaches 40%
Jennifer Hamilton, Jennifer.Hamilton@hkstrategies.com 

Access to carton recycling is now becoming the norm for cities across the U.S.  Thanks to efforts by 
the Carton Council, a group of carton manufacturers committed to reducing their environmental 
impact, more than 47.9 million U.S. households, or 40 percent can now recycle cartons, an increase of 
128 percent in just three years. Carton recycling is available throughout Washington and in 42 other 
states. 

“Due to the collaboration of numerous stakeholders coupled with the enthusiastic support of local 
facilities and communities, we have achieved this impressive 40 percent milestone at a very quick 
pace,” said Jason Pelz, vice president, environment, Tetra Pak North America, and vice president of 
recycling projects for Carton Council of North America. 

Recycling facility managers and community program officials have found that cartons can generate 
a high yield with end markets, as well as expanding the mix of materials residents can recycle. 

“We know firsthand the economic, social and environmental power in recycling cartons and 
wholeheartedly support the Carton Council’s efforts to grow carton recycling access across 
the country landfill,” said Jeff Fielkow, executive vice president of revenue and growth with 
ReCommunity, a leading recycling and recovery company focused on dramatically reducing the 
volume of landfilled waste. “The Carton Council has proven to be a crucial and impactful partner in 
expanding access to recovering the valuable materials contained in cartons.”

While celebrating the success of reaching the 40 percent milestone, the Carton Council also has its 
sights set on future goals, such as reaching 50 percent access nationwide, in order to make access to 
carton recycling as widespread as possible.

“We want cartons to be as common in curbside bins as they are on store shelves,” said Pelz.

To learn more about the Carton council and the recent 40 percent milestone,  
visit www.recyclecartons.com/40. 

mailto:Jennifer.Hamilton@hkstrategies.com
http://www.recyclecartons.com/
http://www.recyclecartons.com/40
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Don Frey Retires, Receives WRRA Lifetime  
Environmental Stewardship Award 

Jeff Wagner New Municipal Relationship Manager for Republic Services
Anne Laughlin, Republic Services, alaughlin@republicservices.com

On the eve of 
his retirement 
from Republic 
Services, Don 
Frey received 
the Lifetime 
Environmental 
Stewardship 
Award from the 
Washington 

Refuse and Recycling Association 
(WRRA) at a banquet held December 
1, 2012, at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Seattle. 

“I am incredibly honored to be 
recognized for doing something I 
feel so passionate about, helping 
communities become better stewards 
of the environment,” said Frey.

Frey has worked in the transportation 
and environmental services industries 
for more than three decades, forging 
community partnerships with a focus 
on local environmental stewardship. 
He joined Republic Services (then 
Allied Waste) eight years ago as a 
general manager and served more 
recently as a municipal relations 
manager in Bellevue and South King 
County, always willing to go beyond 
the call of duty to ensure exceptional 
customer service. 

“In the office and in the field, Don 
has made an exceptional partner,” 
said Dennis Manes, general manager 
for the Kent division. “What strikes 
me most about Don is his dedication 
to the community and to the 
environment. Every day, he has 
worked tirelessly to build better 
communities through environmental 
excellence, helping to educate 
communities on how to reduce waste 
and recycle more.”

Whether it was delivering an 
interactive (and often comedic) 
recycling presentation at an 
elementary school, coordinating a 
large-scale community cleanup, or 
advising city officials on sensitive 
environmental issues, Frey was noted 
for his enthusiasm and commitment. 
Frey also started an internship 
program that mentored employees 
like Lynnyetta Keller, now a Recycling 
Program Coordinator with Republic’s 
Kent division. 

 Over the course of his career, 
Frey developed an outstanding 
record of community and industry 
leadership. He is a past president of 
the Washington Trucking Association, 
Kent Lions Club and served as 
vice president of General Freight 
for Puget Sound Truck Lines. In 
addition to owning and operating 
his own trucking company, Don has 
been active in various chambers 
of commerce and municipal 
organizations, and served as a 
legislative delegate for the Covington 
Chamber of Commerce, always a 
passionate advocate on behalf of 
a cleaner, greener environment. 
An active Rotarian, Frey has been 
recognized for his dedicated work 
with several local charities, food 
banks and scholarship programs. 

Frey has served as vice president, 
secretary and board member of 
WSRA, where his integrity and 
experience have earned him the 
respect and admiration of the 
industry. 

“The Washington State Recycling 
Association would like to thank Don 
Frey for 20 years of involvement with 
our association and the recycling 
industry,” said WSRA president, Scott 
Campbell. “Don first served on the 
WSRA Board 1n 1994.  In 1997, he was 
elected vice president, serving with 
Rick Hlavka as president. At one point 
Don served on the board with Don 
Kneass and Don Davidson. This came 
to be known as the ‘committee of the 
three Dons.’  

“When Don was not on the board, 
he still remained active in WSRA.” 
continued Campbell.  “He kept 
current on recycling news and trends. 
In 2011-12, he again served on the 
board, and was actively engaged in 
board activities and committees. Don 
is a trusted resource and a voice of 
reason on the business side of WSRA.”

 When asked about the future of 
recycling, Frey is optimistic. “There is a 
heightened curiosity these days about 
what happens to material ‘after the 
curb,’” he said. “It’s good that there is 
a captive audience that is willing to do 
even more for the environment.”

He pointed to the implementation 
of state of the art technology at 
Republic’s recycling facility in 
Seattle as a testament to the level 
of local support for environmental 
excellence. “By embracing recycling 
technology to the full extent, we help 
communities succeed in becoming 
healthier, cleaner, greener places 

Don Frey continued on page 17 

mailto:alaughlin@republicservices.com
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to live, work and play. People are 
capable of recycling more…raise the 
bar, always.”

An avid outdoorsman, Frey 
and his family look forward to 
enjoying a second home in the 
mountains surrounded by “the best 
snowmobiling in the state.” It is an 
appropriate ‘next chapter’ for Frey, 
who has spent his career protecting 
the environment.

Jeff Wagner carries legacy forward
Frey will be replaced by Jeff Wagner, 
who brings a history of public service, 
as well as financial planning and 
business management experience 
to his role as Municipal Relationship 
Manager at Republic. 

“I am comfortable retiring, knowing 
that I am passing the torch to Jeff,” 
said Frey. “An exceptionally capable 
person with a passion for public 
service, Jeff will continue to build 
our community partnerships. He 
embodies the characteristics needed 
to excel in this position, in this 
market.”

Wagner is currently mayor pro tem of 
the City of Covington. He previously 
worked as a financial advisor with 
Ameriprise Financial and Waddell & 
Reed. 

Like his predecessor, Wagner’s roots 
run deep in the local community. He 
was recognized as Covington’s Citizen 
of the Year in 2012. He currently serves 

as co-chair of Covington’s Economic 
Development Council and is an 
ambassador to the Auburn Chamber 
of Commerce. Wagner is a founding 
member of the Covington chamber 
of commerce and has been a member 
of many local organizations from 
chambers of commerce to the Kiwanis 
Club.

“Jeff’s years in public office and his 
experience as a financial planner will 
be put to good use at Republic,” said 
Dennis Manes, general manager of 
Republic Services in Kent. “Don leaves 
a remarkable legacy at this company, 
one that Jeff will carry on.”

Don (with wife Teri) plans to spend more time 
snowmobiling at their second home in the 
Cascades.

Learn more about Recycling Solutions at
www.rcpworksmarter.com 

or call 1-800-347-9800

From deskside and front of house 
sortation to high-capacity collection 
and disposal, we’re your source for 
cost-effective recycling solutions. 
Ask your Rubbermaid Commercial 
Products supplier about smarter 
recycling solutions.

RECYCLING 
SOLUTIONS
FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT

■  Sort and segregate multiple 
waste streams

■  Improve productivity and 
help reduce labor costs

■ Encourage compliance

Smarter
Recycling.

Roger Jaenicke
Rubbermaid Commercial Products

425.351.0797 mobile
roger.jaenicke@rubbermaidcommercial.com

“Our environmental partners – our 
communities and constituents – 
expect excellent, dependable service 
and strong corporate citizenship 
from Republic,” added Manes. “We 
are excited to see Jeff step in to lead 
these efforts and are confident he will 
represent the company and our local 
communities well.”

 

Don Frey continued from page 16
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Kitsap County Residents Turn  
Household Cooking Waste into Renewable Fuel

Kitsap County Public Works & SeQuential Pacific Biodiesel Team up to Help
Rachel Shaver, SeQuential Pacific Biodiesel, rachels@sqpbiodiesel.com

Many people aren’t sure what to do with oils generated while cooking at home. Improperly disposed cooking oil blocks 
sewer pipes, clogs drain fields and contaminates waterways, creating major residential and environmental costs. But 
properly disposing of these greases is no easy task. Curbside collection for household greases is not widely available. 
And while cooking oil can be recycled, to date only a handful of facilities have offered this service.

Fortunately, Kitsap and Mason County residents now have a solution.  Kitsap County Public Works has partnered with 
local company, SeQuential Pacific Biodiesel, to make it much more convenient for residents to recycle their oil. Cooking 
oil recycling is now available at the Olympic View Transfer Station in Bremerton.  Consumers can take advantage of this 
service by simply bringing in their used cooking oil and placing it in the designated bin.  

Cooking oil recycled with Kitsap County and SeQuential Pacific Biodiesel will be 
made locally into clean burning, sustainable, Pacific Northwest biodiesel fuel. Waste 
cooking oil is processed at SeQuential Pacific’s depot in Seattle and distributed back 
to retail and commercial customers throughout the state as a better performing diesel 
fuel.  Biodiesel is a domestically produced replacement for petroleum diesel that has 
significantly lower emissions, is made from clean renewable resources, and contributes 
directly to strengthening the local economy.  

The Olympic View Transfer Station is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Visit 
http://www.kitsapgov.com/sw/pdf/RAGF_map_Olympic_View.pdf for directions. For 
additional information on sustainable biodiesel and used cooking oil recycling, please 
visit www.sqbiofuels.com.

Extracting More Value/SMaRT Center Opens in Spokane
Robin Freedman, Communications, Waste Management, rfreedman@wm.com

In October 2012, Waste Management opened the doors to the Spokane 
Materials and Recycling Technology (SMaRT) Center. This new facility is the 
centerpiece of a regional strategy that will dramatically reduce waste and 
boost recycling across Eastern Washington. The center allows local residents 
and businesses to recycle a broader assortment of materials, increasing the 
amount of recyclables collected in the region by more than 40 percent. The 
center has the capability of processing 26 tons of mixed recyclables per hour 
and up to 63,000 tons per year. 

The recycling center allows residents to use a new concept for the Spokane 
area—one large roll cart for all recyclables. The new facility processes and 
markets all recyclables, including items not previously accepted for recycling, 

including more plastic containers (tubs, clam shells), milk cartons, juice boxes, all paper products, cereal boxes, beverage 
boxes, glass bottles, jars, tin and aluminum cans, small scrap metal (including old pots and pans), foil and pie tins. 

The new recycling center has created approximately 40 jobs. The 62,000 square foot Waste Management center high-
tech equipment includes an optical sorter and a glass crusher with a hurricane vacuum system. The center is expected 
to inject more than $46 million into the local economy in the first five years. Nationwide, Waste Management owns and 
operates 29 all-in-one recycling facilities, often called single stream MRFs (material recovery facilities). 

In eastern Washington and northern Idaho, Waste Management provides recycling service to 55,000 households in 
Spokane Valley, Millwood, Liberty Lake, Deer Park, portions of unincorporated Spokane County, Coeur d’Alene and 
Sandpoint. The company christened an $8 million, Gold LEED-certified operations center in Spokane Valley in 2009. 
Waste Management employs approximately 150 people in eastern Washington and northern Idaho.

The new SMaRT Center hand sorting stations

mailto:rachels@sqpbiodiesel.com
http://www.kitsapgov.com/sw/pdf/RAGF_map_Olympic_View.pdf
file:///C:\Users\kevink\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\9ELLYSMZ\www.sqbiofuels.com
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Paint Industry Spearheads  Paint Stewardship 
Alison Keane, akeane@paint.org

As many local governments know, 
leftover and unwanted paint is the 
number one product, by volume and 
by cost that comes into household 
hazardous waste collection programs. 
The American Coatings Association 
(ACA), along with the paint and 
coatings industry it represents, 
is committed to finding a viable 
solution to unwanted architectural 
paint in Washington State. 

The first ever product stewardship 
program in the US for paint, 
PaintCare’s® pilot program in Oregon 
has been a tremendous success, 
building off more than a decade 
of similar successes in Canada. In 
2012, Rhode Island became the 
fourth state after Oregon, California 
and Connecticut to pass legislation 
to enact the ACA and industry-
conceived platform for proper 
and effective management of 
postconsumer paint. Legislation is 
slated to be introduced in Washington 
in 2013.   Other states that will be 
running legislation in 2013 are New 
York, Illinois, Minnesota, and Vermont, 
while discussions with Maine, Florida, 
and Texas are ongoing. 

PaintCare® 
ACA created PaintCare®, a 501(C) (3) 
organization whose sole purpose is 
to ensure effective operation and 
efficient administration of paint 
product stewardship programs 
on behalf of all architectural paint 
manufacturers in the United States. 
PaintCare® undertakes responsibility 
for ensuring an environmentally 
sound and cost-effective program 
by developing and implementing 
strategies to reduce the amount of 
unwanted paint by promoting reuse, 
providing for collection, transport, 
and processing of paint (following 
the reduce, reuse, recycle hierarchy), 
and proper disposal.  The program is 

designed not only to prevent waste, 
but to relieve a considerable financial 
burden on local governments, who 
currently fund paint collection 
programs.  

Successful Oregon Stewardship 
Program
In Oregon, of the 4 million dollars 
generated by the PaintCare® program 
in the second year of operation, less 
than 15% went for administration. 
In the Portland region alone, Metro 
reported that the total benefit from  
the program was in excess of 1 million 
dollars per year for each of the first 
two years.  

Prior to the PaintCare® program, 
there were only 15 permanent 
paint collection locations available 
in Oregon. In its first two years, 
PaintCare®, working with local 
governments and businesses, 
established 102 permanent collection 
sites, collected over 1 million gallons, 
with virtually all going to recycling 
or beneficial reuse, and recycled 107 
tons of plastic pails and 131 tons of 
metal cans.

Legislation is necessary for 
implementing the PaintCare®program 
because it provides two necessary 
elements —a level playing field and 
sustainable financing.

“These elements are a level 
playing field among all producers 
and retailers and the need for 
a sustainable financing system 
engaging the consumer,” states 
Alison Keane, ACA’s vice president 
of Government Affairs. “Unless 
all manufacturers and retailers 
participate in the program, and 
participate in a uniform manner, 
this type of program could lead 
to competitive advantages and 
disadvantages within the industry 
and among producers and retailers. In 

addition, when it comes to financing 
a system such as this, competitors 
cannot agree on the ‘price of products 
or services’ even for a good cause, 
without running afoul of anti-trust 
regulations. ACA’s legislation ensures 
a sustainable financing system for the 
program, where all architectural paint 
manufacturers selling in a PaintCare® 
state fund the program through an 
assessment added to their current 
price of paint.”  

Paint Stewardship for Washington 
State
The impetus for the PaintCare® 
program was national discussions 
about paint stewardship facilitated 
by the Product Stewardship Institute.  
Memorandums of Understanding 
spearheaded by the dialogue called 
for a nationally-coordinated system 
for the management of leftover 
architectural paint, beginning in 
a “demonstration,” or pilot state, 
which turned out to be Oregon.  
Seventeen jurisdictions and agencies 
in Washington State also signed 
on to the memorandum, including 
Washington Department of Ecology,  
Benton-Franklin Health Department, 
City of Walla Walla, City of Spokane 
Solid Waste Department, City of 
Vancouver Solid Waste Division, Clark 
County, Cowlitz County Public Works, 
Grays Harbor County, King County 
Solid Waste Division, Kitsap County 
Solid Waste Division, Lincoln County 
Public Works, Pend Oreille County, 
Snohomish County Solid Waste 
Division, The Local Hazardous Waste 
Management Program in King County, 
Whatcom County Executive, Whitman 
County Solid Waste Department, and 
Yakima County Solid Waste.  

ACA is now working with Washington 
legislators and stakeholders to 
pass legislation in 2013 to bring the 
PaintCare®program to this state. For 

Paint stewardship continued on page 20 
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UW Pledges Globally Responsible 
Electronics Recycling

New e-Stewards commitment prevents toxic materials 
from harming people, environment.

Alex Credgington, UW Recycling Communications,  
ecredgin@u.washington.edu

The University of Washington has become the first university nation-
wide to sign a pledge to be globally responsible in recycling electronic 
equipment. In signing the e-Stewards Enterprise Commitment, the 
University is doing its part to prevent toxic materials in electronics from 
causing harm to people and the environment, particularly in developing 
countries.

“Electronic devices are big a part of our lives,” said Emily Newcomer, UW 
Recycling Manager. “TVs, computers, printers, cell phones and others are 
all recyclable, but they have to be recycled responsibly.”

Many electronic devices contain chemicals, such as lead, chromium, and 
mercury compounds that are toxic to humans and the environment. 
The chemicals are not considered hazardous to users because they 
are well contained within the devices. However, these chemicals can 
present a significant hazard to recycling factory workers if not handled 
appropriately.

When we recycle our devices, electronics recycling companies break them 
down to prepare materials for reuse. To maximize profits, some recyclers 
export electronics to developing countries where labourers may work 
under unsafe, unregulated conditions. Without proper regulations, the 
process of dismantling electronics can expose workers to serious health 
hazards.

The e-Stewards Certification, developed by the Basel Action Network, 
seeks to hold electronics recycling companies accountable for proper 
recycling through a rigorous certification process that ensures the highest 
standards of environmental responsibility and worker protection.

“In many places, electronics are being broken down and handled without 
any safety measures,” said Mike Enberg, e-Stewards Enterprise Director. 
“The e-Stewards Certification articulates the proper and legal way to 
handle the hazardous material in the recycling process.”

In its commitment, the University will use only e-Stewards certified 
vendors to recycle electronic equipment.

“Making this pledge is about being responsible as a leader in 
sustainability,” said Newcomer. “Our current electronics recycler is 
e-Stewards certified, and we wanted to set an on-going standard at the 
University. The e-Stewards agreement is a more formalized commitment in 
support of responsible electronics recycling.”

In fiscal year 2012, the University collected and recycled more than 90 tons 
of used electronic equipment.

Learn more about UW Recycling programs and events at  
www.uwrecycling.com.

Paint stewardship continued from page 19

more information, please contact 
Alison Keane at 202-719-3703 or 
akeane@paint.org.  More information 
can be found on the PaintCare® 
website at www.paintcare.org.

http://www.ban.org
file:///\\nebula2.washington.edu\uw\groups\fac\build\recsw\program\eStewards\www.uwrecycling.com
mailto:akeane@paint.org
http://www.paintcare.org
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Zero Waste Washington Celebrates 30 Years of 
Environmental Stewardship

Emily Newcomer, University of Washington, emilyn2@uw.edu 
On October 13, 2012 over 75 people 
gathered in South Seattle to celebrate 
the efforts and accomplishments 
of Zero Waste Washington, an 
organization dedicated to protecting 
people and our natural world by 
advocating for products designed 
and produced to be healthy, safe, and 
continually recycled and reused.  They 
are the public’s voice for zero waste.

The event brought together friends 
of the organization, both old and 
new, and raised over $7,000 dollars. 
Highlights of the event included 
a recap of the organization’s 
accomplishments, including 
collaboration on the successful 
passage of the electronics product 

stewardship law and mercury 
containing lighting law.

Additional highlights of the evening 
included capturing photos of 
attendees with their thoughts about 
zero waste and the dessert dash 
where tables competed to grab the 
best dessert for their table! 

Overall, it was a great event and we 
look forward to another 30 years!

Interested in producer responsibility 
and wanting to become more 
involved in zero waste initiatives?

Zero Waste Washington is looking to 
add members and officers to their 
enthusiastic Board of Directors. Zero 
Waste Washington is the public’s voice 

for waste reduction, recycling, and 
product stewardship. You can learn 
about their work by going to www.
zerowastewashington.org. In 2013, 
the Board will focus on implementing 
our new strategic program plan, 
expanding organizational capacity, 
board development, and increasing 
fundraising.  We are looking for new 
board members who can commit 
to 5-10 hours a month of volunteer 
time. In particular, we are seeking a 
Treasurer with experience or a strong 
desire to learn quickly!!  If you are 
interested in serving on this board 
with a group of people who are 
committed to making a difference, 
please contact our Board Chair at 
emmajohnson@w-link.net.

Zero Waste is Emma Johnson Zero Waste is Nanda Blazej Guajardo and 
Mathilde Guajardo

Zero Waste is Candy and Joel Castellanos

Host a WSRA Board Meeting
Interested in getting more involved or learning more about WSRA’s current programs? We encourage you to 
host a WSRA Board meeting! The WSRA Board of Directors holds its meetings in a different location each month, 
moving around the state to encourage members to join us, get to know the board, and learn more about WSRA’s 
current activities. Hosting a meeting is a great opportunity to get involved, have some fun, and network with 
WSRA’s Board of Directors and other members of our recycling community! If you are interested in hosting a 
meeting, please contact Emily Phillips at emily@wsra.net or Scott Campbell at ScottC@WasteConnections.com.

mailto:emilyn2@uw.edu
http://www.zerowastewashington.org
http://www.zerowastewashington.org
mailto:emmajohnson@w-link.net
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Waste Management’s Greater Wenatchee Landfill 
Awarded Wildlife Habitat Council Re-Certification

By Robin Freedman, Communications, Waste Management, rfreedma@wm.com
At its 24rd Annual Symposium, Working for a 
Greener World, the Wildlife Habitat Council 
(WHC) presented Waste Management’s Greater 
Wenatchee Landfill with its Wildlife at WorkSM 
certification. 

“Wildlife Habitat Council members continue to 
raise the bar for conservation success.  We connect 
corporations, conservation and community to 
create habitat and increase biodiversity. The 
programs being honored today are the best 
examples of our model at work,” said Margaret 
O’Gorman, WHC President. “Congratulations 
to Waste Management’s Greater Wenatchee 
Landfill for its successful efforts toward habitat 
enhancement and biodiversity.”

Greater Wenatchee Regional Landfill and 
Recycling Center is located on 280 acres of land 
approximately 95 miles east of Seattle in an area 
historically composed of a shrub-steppe ecosystem.  
Being in the rain shadow of the Cascade Mountains, 
the land can be described as semi-desert and hosts 
an abundance of wildlife species, many of which 
migrate into the area from the mountains for the 
winter months. Four of the eight employees at the 
center are active members of the wildlife team that 
manages 100 acres of habitat.

Diffuse knapweed is an invasive species present 
throughout the Greater Wenatchee Regional 
Landfill and Recycling Center property.  Rather than 
using chemical control to control the knapweed, 
the lesser knapweed flower weevil was introduced 
as a biological means of invasive species control 
on a 40-acre area.  A partnership with Washington 
State University Cooperative Extension monitors 
the success of the weevils.

The European starling, a troublesome invasive 
species in the area, is managed at the site using 
biocontrols: five American kestrel (natural starling 
predator) nest boxes were placed on the property, 
and ten more were supplied to surrounding 
orchards to help control starlings on a wider 
scale.  Because the property is in the habitat 
range of American kestrels, the nesting boxes also 
encourage the larger American kestrel population.

To supply native wildlife with needed water, 

which was absent on site, employees installed two 
guzzlers.  Mule deer and various bird species are 
expected to benefit from the guzzlers. To increase 
the biodiversity in areas where habitat had been 
degraded due to past agricultural and land use 
practices, the wildlife team planted native grasses 
and shrubs in selected areas.

Waste Management actively engages in 
community education efforts and is involved with a 
number of local high schools and Washington State 
University.  Many community members visit the 
Greater Wenatchee Regional Landfill and Recycling 
Center for tours, classes, and assisting with planting 
projects.

 Greater Wenatchee Landfill is one of 270 sites 
recognized at the 2012 Symposium for a Wildlife 
at Work program. In addition, 57 Corporate Lands 
for LearningSM (CLL) programs were recognized, 
reaching thousands of learners from schools and 
scout groups to master gardeners and university 
researchers. Since 1990, WHC has certified 665 
Wildlife at Work and 147 CLL programs worldwide. 
The certification program recognizes outstanding 
wildlife habitat management and environmental 
education efforts at corporate sites, and offers 
third-party validation of the benefits of such 
programs. Certification requirements are strict 
and require that sites apply for periodic renewal. 
To learn more visit http://www.wm.com/wm/
community/whc/index.asp.

Waste Management has been working closely with 
WHC since 2000. In 2008, the company was the first 
recipient of the organization’s William W. Howard 
CEO Award, recognizing the company’s efforts in 
conservation, education and outreach efforts. In 
2007, Waste Management pledged to preserve and 
restore 25,000 acres of wildlife habitat across North 
America. The company achieved that goal in 2010 
and now has over 28,000 restored acres.  Waste 
Management also committed to have at least 100 
of its facilities achieve WHC certifications. With this 
year’s certifications, the company has surpassed 
that goal with 134 certified programs at 116 sites 
company-wide. 

Greater Wenatchee Landfill continued on page 23 
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Decon ‘13 Coming to the 
Seattle Center this Spring! 

An International Conference on Deconstruction, 
Building Materials Reuse and Construction and 

Demolition Materials Recycling
Vicki Colgan, Sustainable Building Materials Specialist 

WA Dept. of Ecology, vcol461@ecy.wa.gov
The Building Materials Reuse Association (BMRA) is convening 
its DECON ‘13 Conference in Seattle, WA, April 29 through May 
1, 2013.

DECON ‘13 is directed toward businesses specializing in 
demolition, deconstruction, architectural salvage and 
used building materials; as well as C&D material recyclers; 
architectural, engineering, and construction firms, remodelers, 
green builders  and related professionals; government 
organizations; LEED professionals; university students and 
commercial real estate development professionals.

This is the only comprehensive national event dedicated 
to promoting best practices, case studies and industry 
advancements among the building material reuse, 
deconstruction, and C&D recycling communities, and it’s 
coming to Seattle!

Early-bird registration for DECON ‘13 is now open!  BMRA is also 
soliciting Sponsors and Exhibitors.  

For further information, visit www.deconexpo.org, or contact 
conference co-chairs Ali Kingfisher agra461@ecy.wa.gov or 
Anne Nicklin, anicklin@bmra.org.

Wenatchee Landfill continued from page 22

About Wildlife Habitat Council
The Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC) is a nonprofit, 
non-lobbying organization dedicated to increasing 
the quality and amount of wildlife habitat on 
corporate, private and public lands. WHC devotes 
its resources to building partnerships with 
corporations and conservation groups to create 
solutions that balance the demands of economic 
growth with the requirements of a healthy, 
biodiverse and sustainable environment. Greater 
Wenatchee Landfill is one of 46 Waste Management 
facilities to receive Wildlife Habitat Council Wildlife 
at Work re-certifications for its habitat protection 
program. WHC-assisted wildlife habitat and 
conservation education programs are found in 45 
states, the District of Columbia and twelve other 
countries. To learn more, visit www.wildlifehc.org.

Silent Auction Donations Wanted
If you’ve found yourself in possession of gifts 
that were not quite right for you this season, or 
simply want to re-gift items that you no longer 
need, please consider donating your new 
and slightly used items to WSRA's Conference 
Silent Auction!

Please keep in mind:

• Proceeds will enable WSRA to continue 
advancing the recycling message and 
provide industry and environmental 
education

• Quality, used items are accepted 
and encouraged  (Get a new bike for 
Christmas?  Donate your old one!)

• Gifts cards, gifts of experience, and 
homemade/handmade goods and 
baskets are also excellent choices!

To donate to WSRA's silent auction, please 
fill out our silent auction donation form and 
submit it to Emily Phillips at emily@wsra.net. 

Please feel free to drop off donations at the 
WSRA office, located at 130 Andover Park E, Ste 
303, Tukwila, WA 98188. Not in the area? Please 
bring your items with you to the conference, 
or send an email to emily@wsra.net and we 
will arrange for a pick-up.

mailto:AGRA461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:anicklin@bmra.org
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Magnum Print Solutions Wins Silver Award  
at the 2012 Green Washington Awards

Local toner cartridge manufacturer also named one of  
Seattle Business magazine’s 2012 Washington Green 50

Ellen Gengler, Marketing Manager, Magnum Print Solutions   ellen@magnumlaser.com  
At first, they seem like glimpses of an 
idyllic future economy: 

• A building that creates its own 
electricity and gathers its own 
water

• An office supply company 
offering locally manufactured 
and sustainable product lines

• A biodegradable running shoe 
that outpaces the competition

• A toner cartridge manufacturer 
who’s product reduces carbon 
footprints by 70% while costing 
30% less 

But these companies and products 
aren’t vapor--they are real; and 
Magnum Print Solutions was among 
the winners of the 2012 Green 
Washington Awards that comprise the 
Washington Green 50.  

In addition to being selected as 
one of the Green 50 companies in 
Washington, Magnum Print Solutions 
was given a special distinction —Silver 
Award winner in the manufacturing 
category—an additional recognition 
for the significant efforts Magnum 
made in carbon savings, recycling and 
reusing. 

Steve Seavecki, President and CEO of 
Magnum Print Solutions stated, “We 
appreciate that our efforts in this area 
have been recognized. We continually 
look for opportunities to reduce the 
carbon footprint for our organization 
as well as for our partners and 
customers.”

Magnum Print Solutions has spent 
years redesigning their manufacturing 
process, packaging design and 
recycling efforts to minimize waste 
and maximize component reuse. 
In an effort to quantify those 
savings, Magnum created a ‘Carbon 
Calculator’, which is available on 
Magnum’s website (magnumlaser.
com.) This application allows users 
of Magnum brand toner to calculate 
the environmental savings they are 
making through limiting the use of oil, 
raw materials, landfill space and water, 
while also reducing greenhouse 
gases.

In 2011 Magnum calculated total 
customer savings in these areas to be:

• Recycled over 22,750 pounds of 
metal from toner cartridges

• Conserved 623,664 quarts of oil 
• Conserved 1,870,992 pounds of 

raw materials. 
• Prevented 831,522 pounds of 

materials from being sent to 
landfills

• Saved 2,079 trees
• Saved 1,476,005 gallons of water 
• Prevented 249,466 pounds of 

greenhouse gas from being 
emitted

Magnum has also recruited several 
leading businesses to participate in 
the Magnum Recycling Program, 
including Fred Hutchinson Research 
Center and Seattle Cancer Care 

Alliance. By recycling their used toner 
cartridges, these businesses reduce 
waste and promote recycling. 

Judges for the Green Washington 
Awards included leaders in the 
environmental and educational 
communities. The Washington Green 
50 Award is presented annually by 
Seattle Business Magazine.

About Magnum Print Solutions
Magnum Print Solutions is a 
manufacturer, wholesale distributor 
and direct supplier of Magnum 
brand toner cartridges nationally and 
internationally. Magnum also provides 
onsite supplies management, office 
machine sales and service for business 
in the Pacific Northwest. In 2012 
Magnum was honored as a Silver 
Award winner and a Washington 
Green 50 company. Named in the 
top 100 fastest growing private 
companies in Washington state 
for 2009 and 2010; Magnum was 
also recognized in 2011 as one of Inc 
Magazine’s 500/5000 fastest growing 
companies across the country. www.
magnumlaser.com

About the Green Washington 
Awards 2012 
Seattle Business magazine’s Green 
Washington Awards program 
recognizes companies and individuals 
who hold our planet and its longevity 
in the highest regard and who are 
leading the way in sustainability 
and green business practices. www.
seattlebusinessmag.com
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