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It's not about the tool...
It's about the story

By Conan O’Sullivan, Managing Director
When I walked into WSRA (five months ago) the computers and systems were 
reaching the end of their usable lives. In fact, the computers were third-generation 
hand-me-downs and the member databases were split into three different programs! 
The Board of Directors made their vision for communication clear--update WSRA so 
that members could be better served.

I am happy to report that as of December 2, WSRA now has new technology 
(computer and office server) and software, including the new Adobe CS5 Design 
Suite, which will to help us update our look to carry out our mission.  

With new tech comes new capability! Your association now has the tools to provide 
you value, value, value! Here are some of the new capabilities we are putting to 
work:

 Directory: We are preparing to launch WSRA's 2011 directory update. The •	
process of getting the latest member information will be 100% paperless! You 
will receive an e-mail form with all of your current directory information. You 
will then be able to provide updates and automatically send your listing to 
WSRA electronically.

 Website: Now that we have honed our tools, the Communications Committee •	
is in the process of updating the WSRA website to increase usability and 
provide more capability and information.

 Social media: WSRA is now on Facebook! Just use this link to sign up and •	
“like” WSRA! www.facebook.com/pages/learn.php#!/pages/Washington-State-
Recycling-Association/110824792321206

 Better communications: WSRA has a proud history, and we are working on a •	
branding package that will help business and community leaders recognize 
and appreciate the outstanding contributions WSRA has made and is making 
to the vibrancy of the recycling industry.

Our improved technical tools are helping us tell our story in new ways to members, 
the public, the legislature and the greater recycling community. New capabilities 
open possibilities for reenergizing our story and telling it in as many different ways 
as possible. 

WSRA’s story is extremely rich. Did you know that we are one of the oldest 
recycling associations in the nation? When was the last time you read our mission 
statement?: “Provide leadership and education that fosters the expansion, diversity 
and economic vitality of recycling as part of sustainable resource management.”  
Your Board, staff and dozens of volunteer members are working hard to make this 
mission real. However, neither our history, nor mission statement tell the very best 
story. Our best story is the human network you’ve created at WSRA. I have never 
seen an organization with a better cache of historical and/or operational knowledge, 
and I've never seen a better group of friends.

My personal goal for 2011 is simple; tell WSRA’s story to anyone who'll listen!  I 
hope you will join me!

Platinum 
Sponsoring 
Members

Titanium 
Sponsoring 

Member

http://www.facebook.com/pages/learn.php#!/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
http://www.facebook.com/pages/learn.php#!/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
http://www.rabanco.com
http://www.dexknows.com/recycle
http://www.wasteconnections.com
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On Friday, October 22, WSRA 
hosted its final Washington 
Recycles Every Day (WRED) 
Event of the year – Toward 
Zero Waste in Bellingham. 
More than 50 WRED visitors 
were impressed to see how 
Bellingham businesses, 
schools and City Hall are 
moving Toward Zero Waste. 

Attendees were treated 
to a day of tours at local 
businesses and governments. 
Events included:

Louws Truss – General Manager BJ Louws highlighted 
the success of implementing the Toward Zero Waste 
program at their Ferndale factory. Louws Truss has 
diverted 90 percent of their waste stream and now saves 
$30,000 annually.

Samson Rope 
– Environmental 
Program Manager 
David MacLeod 
explained how they 
saved $20,000 and cut 
their waste by 50% in 
the first two months 
of joining the Toward 
Zero Waste program. 
Attendees were also 
treated to a rope stress test 
on Samson’s 1.5 million 
pound “rope breaker.”  If 
you’ve ever fired a gun 
while experiencing a small 

earthquake, it will give you an idea of what it felt like to stretch 
a 4” thick hawser used to tie down a barge to its breaking point.

Fairhaven Middle School – (Dennis Angell, Lead 
Janitor) and a dozen sixth, seventh and eighth graders 
explained how they dropped from 20 yards of garbage per 
week to less than 6 yards.  The students hosted a tour of 
Washington’s first public “Toward Zero Waste” school and 
attendees were invited to see their Food to Flowers! school 
composting in action.  

Toward Zero Waste in Bellingham
Written by Conan O'Sullivan, Managing Director

Continued on page 3
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Bellingham City Hall – Environmental 
Education Coordinator Emily Johnson and various 
employees who play a role in their Toward Zero 
Waste efforts toured visitors through various 
parts of their program.  There was no “waste 
in government” here! From building permits to 
storm water education, the City of Bellingham is a 
trendsetter for small governments in Washington. 

Thanks to our WRED Events Committee and 
dedicated members, the 2010 events were 
extremely successful.  The WRED committee 
will convene in January to discuss ideas for 2011 
WRED events.  If you have suggestions, please 
contact Committee Chair Sharon Hlavka, (360) 
897-2474.  Watch your e-mail and the WSRA 
website for information on next years events.
Thank you to our  
Event Sponsors:  

The 2011 WSRA Conference, “WSRA: Better Together!” 
should be another not-to-miss event! We will return to 
Pasco May 22-25, to explore current recycling trends and 
challenges, as well as networking and collaborating with 
colleagues from across the state.
We have already received confirmations from several 
outstanding plenary presenters:
Jim Evanoff, Environmental Protection Specialist at 
Yellowstone National Park, will take attendees on a 
journey into the park’s rich history of managing waste and 
demonstrate how Yellowstone has emerged as a leader 
in the National Park system for instituting creative 
recycling solutions.
David Quigg, Marketing Director at Grays Harbor Paper, 
will pump us up about recycling, collaboration and local 
markets. Grays Harbor Paper proves that high-quality, 
competitively priced paper products can be manufactured 
in harmony with the natural environment.
Shane Endicott will address “Taking Risks and Working 
Together: A Critical Link to Sustainability.” He’ll share 
inspirational stories from nearly two decades of 
grassroots community building, and explain how simple 
changes in ways we engage those around us can 
strengthen the social fabric of our society - ultimately 
producing more vibrant, resilient, and healthy 
communities.

Recycler of the Year  
Award Nominations:
WSRA is seeking nominations for 
its annual Recycler of the Year 
awards, which spotlight individuals, 
businesses, government agencies 
and community organizations that are making outstanding 
contributions to expanding and strengthening recycling and waste 
prevention. 

WSRA welcomes nominations of individuals and organizations that 
have demonstrated noteworthy dedication, innovation and success in 
recycling initiatives across the state. 

Award categories include Individual Recycler, Public Agency, 
Institution, Non-Profit, Commercial Generator, Public Education, 
Event Recycling, Composting, Innovation, and the Nucor Steel Award 
for Primary Business. 

The submission deadline for award nominations is January 10, 2011. 
For an Award Nomination Form, please visit the Recycling Resources 
section of our website at www.wsra.net. 

Mark Your Calendars:
May 22-25, 2011

WSRA Conference & Trade Show

WRED Continued from page 2

http://www.wsra.net/UserFiles/docs/WSRA%202011%20Award%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
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InterConnection.org, a Seattle non-profit committed to technology reuse for 
social good, is now offering Free Laptop Donation by Mail. This new service is 
designed to break down the barriers to recycling personal laptops, making it 
easy to turn “tech trash” into “tech treasure” for people who need better access 
to computers and the Internet.
As more people buy new powerful laptops at record low prices, many don’t know 
where to take their old laptops, don’t have the time to drop them off, and worry about protecting and erasing their personal 
data. Free Laptop Donation by Mail from InterConnection.org solves these problems, making it easy for anyone to ship a laptop 
that is less than five years old from anywhere in the USA free of charge.

Laptops can be refurbished and given new life as vital tools for individuals and 
humanitarian organizations around the world.  Furthermore, reusing a laptop 
reduces 20 times more greenhouse gases than recycling it. “The need for laptops 
has never been greater for both NGOs and individuals,” said Charles Brennick, 
founder and executive director of InterConnecton.org. “Free Laptop Donation 
by Mail offers consumers free and easy recycling, helps the environment with 
responsible reuse, and grows the supply of refurbished laptops.”
Donate in 3 Easy Steps @ InterConnection.org. Donating by mail is a simple 
process from the InterConnection.org website, www.interconnection.org. Donors 
simply fill out a quick form. They then receive a donation receipt and free shipping 
label by e-mail. When the laptop arrives at InterConnection.org, its hard drive 
is wiped to remove any 

personal information. The laptop is then refurbished and restored with 
new software, ready for delivery to a needy organization. Donors may 
also choose to wipe personal data before shipping their laptops by 
using free software listed on the InterConnection.org website. 
InterConnection.org has supplied over 25,000 refurbished computers 
to non-profits around the world through partnerships with Peace Corps; 
Microsoft Community Affairs; and emergency relief organizations, 
including World Vision Chile, Action Aid Pakistan, and World Concern 
Haiti.  According to Susan Talbot, Gift-in-Kind Manager at World 
Concern, “After the Haiti earthquake earlier this year, our five offices 
sustained extensive damage, including our computer equipment. Our 
capacity to respond to disasters relies on our capacity to communicate 
not only with each other, but with donors and funders.” InterConnection.
org’s refurbished laptops helped World Concern quickly rebuild 
their technology infrastructure, and restored their ability to focus on 
important relief efforts.
Learn more about Free Laptop Donation by Mail at  
www.interconnection.org.

InterConnection.org Makes Donating Old Laptops 
Free and Easy

New “Free Laptop Donation by Mail” provides free shipping from 
anywhere in the USA and transforms laptops into vital tools for 

underserved people around the world.

SatiSfy EPa 
ProcurEmEnt 
guidElinES
For recycled content In 
recyclInG contAInerS 

COMPLIANT: rubbermaid 
commercial Products blue plastic 
and steel recycling containers 
exceed ePA guidelines for  
post-consumer recycled content.

SUCCESS: Providing the right 
container for each point in your 
recycling stream is key to a 
successful program. We have  
what you need.

Smarter
Compliance.

CLEANER
GREENER

Learn more about Recycling Solutions at 
www.rcpworksmarter.com 

or call 1-800-347-9800 

With dozens of choices now 
containing post-consumer recycled 
materials, we’re your source for 
successful recycling programs. 
Ask your rubbermaid commercial 
Products supplier about smarter 
recycling solutions.

Roger Jaenicke
Sr. Account Manager, Rubbermaid Commercial Products

425.351.0797 mobile
800.347.9800 customer service

roger.jaenicke@rubbermaidcommercial.com
www.rubbermaidcommercial.com

http://www.interconnection.org
http://www.interconnection.org
mailto:roger.jaenicke@rubbermaidcommercial.com
http://www.rubbermaidcommercial.com
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STEP 2: Determine the best way to collect batteries from your 
employees, customers or community. Many of Call2Recycle’s 
participants place collection boxes in high-traffic areas, while 
some have one centralized location for everyone to bring 
batteries for recycling.  
The key is ease of use-
determine the most 
convenient way for 
people to get to a drop-
off location.  
STEP 3: Create an 
education strategy 
to introduce the 
program to employees, 
customers or 
community members. Consider the ways that your employees, 
customers or community receive important information, and 
develop a strategy that leverages those communications 
vehicles to launch the program. Posters, newsletters and 
websites can be great ways to share information about your 
recycling efforts.  
STEP 4: Enroll in a rechargeable battery recycling program 
and begin saving money and reducing your organization’s 
contributions to landfills.
For additional information about rechargeable battery recycling 
and the Call2Recycle program, please visit call2recycle.org.

From cell phones and laptops to cordless power tools and 
backup power supplies, our world is increasingly reliant on 
wireless technologies and the rechargeable batteries that 
power them.  In fact, the average consumer regularly uses 
at least six items per day that are powered by rechargeable 
batteries, and businesses use even more.  
Call2Recycle®, North America’s only free rechargeable 
battery and cell phone collection program, partners with about 
1,100 Washington retailers, communities, corporate offices 
and public agencies to help divert rechargeable batteries 
from local landfills.  As of Nov. 30, 2010, Call2Recycle had 
collected more than 186,000 pounds of rechargeable batteries 
from Washington collection sites, representing 19% more 
batteries than were collected in the state in all of 2009.  
While these numbers show improvement, many businesses 
and organizations still need an end-of-life solution for batteries 
to avoid sending them to landfills. Call2Recycle offers these 
three simple steps for businesses to launch a successful 
battery recycling program:
STEP 1: Select a battery recycling partner that meets your 
needs. Items to consider include:

Overall cost of the program•	
Ease of enrollment •	
Shipping process and costs•	
Compliance with local, state and national regulations•	
Reporting capabilities•	

Battery Recycling Efforts Are On the Rise in Washington: 
Does Your Program Need to be Recharged?

Employment Opportunities
Waste Project Manager for Advantage IQ

The Carbon and Sustainability Team leverages Advantage IQ’s utility bill 
payment and energy management foundation to provide holistic carbon and 
sustainability consulting services to our many Fortune 1000 customers. As a 
Waste Project Manager I you will support Advantage IQ clients by leading 
waste diversion, service right-sizing and RFP projects. Additionally, you will 
consult clients on the business terms of hauling agreements, recycling best 
practices, and other topics of relevance. In this position you will play an 
active role in the development of Advantage IQ’s emerging waste consulting 
offering by stewarding client needs and feedback to cross-functional teams. 
www.advantageiq.com/WhoWeAre/Careers/tabid/69/Default.aspx

The average consumer regularly uses 
at least six items per day that are 

powered by rechargeable batteries.

Program Coordinator for Washington County
The Solid Waste and Recycling Program Coordinator will perform a number 
of duties related to regulatory oversight of the Washington County solid 
waste system. The system includes privately owned and operated disposal 
facilities and private garbage and recycling collection service providers. In 
addition to regulatory compliance duties, this position is also a liaison to 
other state and local agencies.  Visit the link below for application details.  
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/cowashingtonor/default.cfm

http://www.call2recycle.org
http://www.dexknows.com/recycle
http://www.advantageiq.com/WhoWeAre/Careers/tabid/69/Default.aspx
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/cowashingtonor/default.cfm
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RECYCL ING  I NDUSTRY  NEWS

Rubbermaid Commercial Products Signs Partnership with RONA

State’s Recycling Rate Holds Steady

Rubbermaid Commercial Products (RCP), the leader in durable facility maintenance solutions based in Winchester, Va., 
has signed a charter partnership agreement with the Recycling Organizations of North America (RONA). Rubbermaid 
has made a multi-year commitment to boost waste diversion, promote corporate commitment and responsibility, and offer 
discounts on over 400+ products.
RONA and Rubbermaid are working together on take-back programs for spent containers, better container design and 
production, and best management practices to share. Rubbermaid has also established a procurement relationship with 
major North American distributors that will provide RONA members discounts of up to 40 percent off of list price in the 
following categories: Recycling Containers, Utility Containers, Indoor Decorative Containers, Outdoor Containers, Cube 
Trucks, Tilt Trucks & Mega Brutes.  All pricing is in case quantity.
RONA membership is required to take advantage of discounted pricing with Rubbermaid Commercial Products.  Payment 
will be made to authorized Rubbermaid Commercial Products’ distributors.
Register or login with RONA: www.recyclingorganizations.org
To participate in a survey to increase collection efficiency in recycling programs and identify best management practices to 
share: www.surveymonkey.com/s/2Y5MDHQ

According to the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology), the 
recession has reduced the amount of waste produced, driving both 
disposal and recycling down. Numbers released in November show 
Washington’s recycling rate stayed level in 2009, at 45 percent. 
The total amount of municipal waste generated by residents fell by 
over 700,000 tons in 2009, or about 8 percent from last year. A 1989 
Washington state law established a statewide recycling goal of 50 
percent. The national average was 33 percent in 2008.
Overall waste diverted from disposal, including all MSW wastes and 
other waste types not typically addressed by municipal recycling 
programs (construction and demolition wastes, land clearing debris, 
food processing wastes and other organic wastes such as agricultural 
wastes, tires resold/retreaded or burned for energy, and any other 
material burned for energy) rose to the highest amount ever – 55 
percent in 2009.  The primary reason for the increase was the 
diversion of more construction and demolition related materials. 
Diversion of asphalt and concrete alone accounted for 72 percent of 
the increase.  
Ecology’s data show that recycling rates also increased for organic 
materials such as food scraps, electronics, and nonferrous metals. 
Materials disposed from the construction, demolition and organics 
sectors declined in 2009 by more than 1 million tons.
“We’re pleased to see success around those materials being recycled 
that are specifically targeted by our statewide solid and hazardous 
waste plan, Beyond Waste,” said Laurie Davies, Ecology’s Waste 2 
Resources Program manager. “Our program has increasingly focused 
on keeping these materials out of landfills.”
Recycling in Washington continues to result in important environmental 
impacts. In 2009, recycling helped avoid emitting 2.8 million tons of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and saved 132 billion British 
thermal units of energy – equivalent to conserving 1 billion gallons of 
gasoline – enough to power more than 1 million homes for a year.   

While the number of tons collected in the recycling 
system is staying steady, a report by Ecology in 
June 2010 indicates that some of the residential 
commingled recycling does not end up being recycled. 
Between 5 and 20 percent of some materials may not 
ultimately be recycled into new products. Some are 
not recycled because there are no viable markets. 
Some don’t make it through the sorting system to the 
appropriate market.           
“This economic recession continues to be difficult for 
our state, and especially those struggling to make 
ends meet,” Davies said. “However, it has put a new 
emphasis on thrift, re-use and waste reduction. With 
continued education and innovative solutions, we 
hope to capitalize on this momentum, even as the 
economy improves.”
For more information, email Layne Slone at  
lnak461@ecy.wa.gov or visit our website at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/solidwastedata/.  
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 http://www.recyclingorganizations.org/component/user/register
http://www.recyclingorganizations.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2Y5MDHQ
mailto:lnak461@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/solidwastedata/
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WSRA is pleased to have received a $5,000 grant from The Recycling 
Foundation, with funds provided by the International Paper Foundation! 
The grant will ensure scholarships for 10 students to attend WSRA’s 
Annual Conference (May 22 - 25) and introduce more representatives 
of the younger generation to Washington’s recycling community. 
In addition, the education committee will use the funds to provide 
opportunities for the students to stay involved with WSRA throughout 
2011 by attending WRED events and helping with association projects. 
The WSRA Education Committee would like to thank Dan Gee and 
Peter Grogan of International Paper and Diana Winburn from The 
Recycling Foundation for the generous donation. As an added bonus, 
Dan Gee will now sit on the Education Committee to help administer the 
scholarship program.

Education 
Committee
Co-Chairs: 

Charlie Maxwell
Layne Slone

Members:
Gretchen 
Newman 
Judi Dunn-Gray
Bob Evans
Gary Groves
Stephanie Leisle
Penny Mabie
Alex Thieman
Colleen Uuereb
Holly James
Dan Gee

WSRA Scholarship Opportunity!
We encourage undergraduate or graduate students enrolled in a 
college, university, or trade school who are at least 18 years old to 
submit an application for a scholarship to attend the 31st Annual WSRA 
Conference & Trade Show held in Pasco, Washington on May 22-25, 
2011.
This scholarship will include full registration, allowing the recipient to 
attend educational sessions, workshops, entrance to the exhibit hall, 
tours of recycling facilities, social events, meals and the WSRA Annual 
Awards Banquet. 
For more information, view the scholarhip flyer at www.wsra.net. 
To fill out an application go to www.wsra.net. Submission deadline is 
February 1, 2011!

Waste Management 
Acquires Glacier Recycle

Waste Management of the Pacific Northwest 
announced in November that it has entered 
into an agreement to acquire Glacier Recycle, 
which provides comprehensive recycling 
services for the construction industry. Jackie 
Lang, Waste Management Communications 
Director, says the acquisition will expand the 
company’s “green services” related to waste 
reduction, waste recovery and processing 
waste into new materials.
Waste Management is the largest recycler 
in North America and a leading provider 
of environmental services in Washington 
State. The host of WSRA’s Washington 
Recycles Every Day (WRED) event in July 
2009, Glacier recycles construction materials 
and processes recovered wood for the 
manufacturing of recycled wood products and 
for use as biomass fuel. Through its wood 
processing facility in Auburn and its rental 
containers for construction sites, Glacier 
serves the entire Puget Sound area.
Dean Kattler, Waste Management’s vice 
president-Pacific Northwest, said the 
integration of Glacier’s processing facilities 
will allow Waste Management to significantly 
increase its construction recycling in the 
Puget Sound region. He said it will also 
position WM to provide services to support 
the continued growth of green building and 
LEED certification across the region.
“This is good news for everyone who wants 
to see less waste going to landfills,” Kattler 
said. “It is part of Waste Management’s 
increasing focus on reducing waste, 
recovering materials from the waste stream 
and putting waste to its highest and best 
use. “This investment also shows Waste 
Management of the Pacific Northwest is 
committed to growing our business and our 
community partnerships in the Puget Sound 
in strategic and innovative ways,” Kattler said. 
“Puget Sound communities are leaders in the 
global sustainability arena because of ideas 
and investments such as this. We are proud 
to be part of this sustainability success and 
committed to the green future of this region.”
Operations at Glacier will continue as usual 
for customers and employees. Services 
and hours will remain unchanged for the 
foreseeable future.

WSRA Receives Recycling 
Foundation Grant for 

Conference Scholarships
By Conan O’Sullivan, Managing Director

From left to right: Dan Gee, Conan O'Sullivan, 
Gretchen Newman, Charlie Maxwell and Layne Slone

http://www.wsra.net/UserFiles/docs/ScholarshipFlyer2011.pdf
http://www.wsra.net/UserFiles/docs/ScholarshipApplication2011.pdf
http://www.glacierrecycle.com/welcome.html?pageNo=0&isOpen=-1
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Local entrepreneur Yale Wong and his wife Laura founded General Biodiesel after a 2005 
cross-country road trip visiting biodiesel trade events and refineries from Washington 
State to Florida. Their firm has been quietly but steadily growing its market presence in 
Washington’s grease-waste recycling business ever since. 
2010 was a challenging year by any measure, but for General Biodiesel it proved to be 
one of accumulating momentum and success for this collector and refiner of used cooking 
oil into pure B100 biodiesel. The vertically integrated business owns and operates the only 
plant currently certified in Washington to make this transformation. 
Surpassing over 1000 members in their GreenPartner™ program was one big 2010 
milestone. GreenPartners™ include used cooking oil producers like restaurants, hospitals, 
universities, hotels, major shopping malls, as well as biodiesel users like municipal 
fleets, local delivery trucks and corporate employee shuttles. Each of them are now 
independently and collectively making a positive contribution to the environmental and 
economic health of the region. 

The positive energy really 
accelerated in the closing 
months of 2010. 
In October General Biodiesel 
was selected as the first-
ever winner in the REUSE 
category of Seattle Business Magazine’s 2010 Green Washington 
Awards. With reuse being the ultimate end-game of recycling, this 
recognition was particularly 
noteworthy. 
Then, in November, 
they were presented 
the Alternative Fuels 
Sustainable Achievement 
Award by the Puget Sound 
Clean Cities Coalition. 
Finally, December brought 

with it the gift of Sustainable Seattle’s Built Environment Award recognizing General 
Biodiesel for its production of regionally sourced, locally refined and sustainably 
produced fuel.
Collectively, these achievements encapsulate the closed-loop environmental story that 
is General Biodiesel: a rapidly expanding GreenPartner™ membership, the creation 

of new 
local, green 
economy 
jobs, and 
the domestic 
production of 
alternative, 
sustainable, 
low-carbon fuel.
Finishing the year on a high note, General Biodiesel 
partnered with King County’s Department of Natural 
Resources & Parks to extend the reach of its 
GreenPartner™ program to area residents. This 

WSRA Member General Biodiesel Recognized for 
Recycled Waste-to-Energy Mission

Continued on page 9

Collections pumper truck at SeaTac Airport

            General Biodiesel plant on the Duwamish River in Georgetown

Cover of Seattle Business 
Magazine, October 2010
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Wondering what to do with the leftover fryer oil and kitchen grease after the big holiday feast? Don’t pour it down the drain – 
grease sticks to the inside of sewer pipes and can build up to such a point that it blocks the entire pipe, leading to expensive 
and unpleasant clean-ups.
The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks has partnered with General Biodiesel to provide residents with 
a safe, environmentally-friendly way to dispose of used cooking oil and grease so it can be recycled instead of ending up in 

landfills or drains.
General Biodiesel is providing several 
convenient drop-off locations throughout 
King County where people can bring 
unwanted cooking fats and grease. 
Locations are open 24/7 until January 15, 
and there is no minimum amount. For a 
complete list of drop-off locations, visit 
http://generalbiodiesel.com/index.php/
news/.
To ensure safe and secure transport and 
disposal of fats and grease, King County 
and General Biodiesel suggest putting the 
cooled material from fryers, pots or pans in 
a sealed container.

At the disposal tank, slowly pour the grease into the collection container to avoid splatter and mess. Be sure to close the 
community collection tank lid when you’re finished. Take your own containers home and leave nothing behind but the oil you 
deposited. 

was a public/private partnership that jointly promoted and engaged 
citizens in a progressive community-benefiting practice while diverting 
this waste stream from municipal sewer systems at the same 
time. Roughly a dozen recycle depots were created from Burien to 
Shoreline, and West Seattle to Sammamish, providing private citizens 
a safe and environmentally responsible place to deposit their turkey 
fryer oil and holiday cooking grease. 
“When we founded General Biodiesel, we committed ourselves to be 
the premier waste-to-energy producer in the Pacific Northwest,” said 
Yale. “Knowing we could not do this alone, we created a recycling 
solution partnership that no one else had: removing their used cooking 
oil, delivering them a carbon footprint reduction and together, creating 
new local green economy jobs producing the lowest carbon road-use 
fuel available.” 
General Biodiesel is a northwest business, fostering strong northwest 
partnerships. The rapid expansion of their GreenPartner™ program 
indicates that these businesses recognize and embrace their mission 
as part of their own brand’s commitment to bettering the quality of 
life throughout the Pacific Northwest. Added Yale, “Together, we are 
Generating Positive Energy™ one new partner, one new gallon, and 
one new green economy job at a time.” 
Please direct inquiries to Hoby Douglass, Director, Sustainable 
Business Development hoby@generalbiodiesel.com

Recycling Used Cooking Oil  
Protects Pipes and Saves Money

Partnerships offer safe, easy disposal and recycling of unwanted cooking fats 

Washington State 
Recycling 

Association

Conan O’Sullivan,  
Managing Director 

130 Andover Park East, Ste 303  
Tukwila, WA 98188-2909

Phone: 206-244-0311 

Fax: 206-244-4413 

Email: conan@wsra.net 

Website: www.wsra.net 

Biodiesel continued from page 8

Banner used for Residential Holiday Cooking Oil  collections points throughout  
King County

http://generalbiodiesel.com/index.php/news/
http://generalbiodiesel.com/index.php/news/
mailto:hoby@generalbiodiesel.com
mailto:conan@wsra.net
http://www.wsra.net
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With assistance from the King County Green Schools Program, schools throughout King County are engaging students and 
staff in resource conservation, including converting to electronic newsletters and report cards, recycling paper in classrooms 
and offices, switching from polystyrene to durable or compostable trays, collecting cafeteria food scraps for composting, and 
turning off lights in unoccupied rooms.
In 2009 and 2010, 93 schools, ranging from a small private 
school to a large public high school, earned recognition from 
King County for their recycling and resource conservation 
efforts. Their successes are highlighted at http://your.
kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/greenschools/participants.asp.
“Each of these 93 schools involved its whole school 
community – students, teachers and administrators – in 
reducing garbage, increasing recycling and expanding other 
conservation practices,” said Dale Alekel, program manager.
Participation has grown each year. During 2009-10, 100 
schools received assistance. Currently 114 schools are 
participating in the program.
Since it began in 2003, the program has helped 450 schools and eleven school districts inform students and staff about 
conservation and improve conservation practices.
A program representative is assigned to help each participating school. Assistance includes assessment of current practices, 
tailored recommendations and ongoing support for setting up and maintaining successful conservation practices. In addition, 
the program provides recycling stickers and containers, and a Web site with helpful resources.

Since 2008, the program has had three program levels.
All schools and districts start with Level One, which is focused on 
waste reduction and recycling. To complete Level One, schools must 
recycle at least 40 percent of their solid waste or increase their 
recycling rates by 15 percent or more. After initiating composting 
collection, many Level One schools have reached recycling rates 
ranging from 48 to 72 percent.  
Level Two adds energy conservation, and Level Three focuses on 
water conservation. Optional categories include environmental 
purchasing, environmental education, green building, hazardous 
materials management, litter reduction and transportation options.
The program provides a checklist for each program level and 
category. Schools and districts earn recognition after they complete 
the checklist for each level. Recognition includes a banner, a 

certificate, a success story on the program Web site, and mention in a media release issued by King County. In 2009 and 2010, 
93 schools completed Level One, 32 of those schools  completed Level Two, and one school -- Scenic Hill Elementary in Kent 
-- completed  Level Three.
The Green Schools 
Program is providing tools 
and support to engage 
students and staff in taking 
action to conserve 
resources. Most program 
participants also take 
advantage of King County’s 
other school programs, including an elementary school assembly, elementary and secondary classroom workshops, teacher 
workshops, and a Green Team program that provides workshops for student green teams.
The program received a WSRA Recycler of the Year award in 2009. To learn more about the King County Green Schools 
Program, visit www.kingcounty.gov/GreenSchools or contact Dale Alekel, 206-296-8457 or dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov.

Springbrook Elementary School (Kent School District) students 
celebrate Level One Green Schools recognition

Leota Junior High School (Northshore School District) 
students and staff initiate food scrap collection 

King County Promotes Green Schools

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/greenschools/participants.asp
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/greenschools/participants.asp
http://www.kingcounty.gov/GreenSchools
mailto:dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov
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How many plastic bags can 625 elementary school students 
collect in one month?  King County Solid Waste discovered 
the answer (43,000!) when they challenged Renton’s 
Kennydale Elementary School students to collect used 
plastic bags for recycling. 
The school challenge marked the launch of King County’s 
first public awareness campaign to encourage plastic bag 
recycling at grocery stores. The 2010 Bag your Bags. 
Bring ‘em Back. campaign partnered with seven grocery 
retail chains to highlight collection containers in stores 
and encourage plastic bag recycling, as well as the use of 
reusable bags.   
“We’re thrilled that Kennydale Elementary School was 
chosen for this effort,” said Kennydale Elementary School 
Principal Bill Tarter. “Our collection bins were overflowing 
from the very first week of the competition! I love the idea of kids showing adults the road to sustainability.”

King County invited media to attend Kennydale’s 
school assembly, where each competing grade filled 
wheelbarrows with the plastic bags they collected.  
The bags were dumped into a collective mountain 
on the assembly stage and each grade shared the 
total weight of plastic bags they collected. The third 
graders triumphed with more than 12,000 plastic 
bags, and won a pizza party. King County also 
presented the school with a playground bench made 
from recycled plastic lumber. The event, which was 
attended by Renton Mayor Denis Law, garnered 
stories on seven local TV news stations, as well as 
radio and online stories, and a piece in The Seattle 
Times. All bags from the event were recycled by Trex 

Company.
King County’s Bag your Bags campaign will be a multi-year effort to 
reduce the amount of plastic bag waste headed for the landfill—currently 
more than 61,000 tons annually—and to encourage residents to take 
bags to grocery stores rather than curbside collection, where bags get 
dirty and are very difficult to sort from other recyclables. 
No matter how hard we try to remember our reusable bags, the fact is 
that most people still end up with a collection of plastic bags at home. The 
program is helping make the public aware that plastic grocery bags are 
not the only bags that can be recycled. They can also bring back clean 
and dry produce bags, newspaper bags, dry cleaning bags, and even the 
plastic film wrappers from products such as paper towels and toilet paper.
Participating Bag your Bags. Bring ‘em Back retailers include Fred Meyer, 
QFC, Safeway, Top Food & Drug, Town & Country Markets, Metropolitan 
Market and the Duvall Family Grocer.
A video about the campaign and the school assembly is available at  
www.bagyourbags.com. 

King County and Kennydale Elementary  
Encourage Residents to ‘Bag their Bags’

Kindergarten class competes collecting  
over 5,000 bags

Kennydale Principal Bill Tarter addresses Earth Day Assembly

43,000 bags collected and recycled by Kenny Dale 
Elementary Students

http://www.bagyourbags.com
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You are invited!!! As a WSRA member, you are always invited 
to board meetings. You may be thinking, “Why would I want 
to go to board meeting?” Actually, WSRA board meetings are 
a great place to find out what’s happening with the recycling 
community, the industry and individual members. 
It’s also a great way to travel around the state, see different 
member facilities and network. For example, our November 
board meeting (held at Marymount Academy) featured a private 
car tour and special guest Julien Loh, Northwest Regional 

An Open Invitation to WSRA Board Meetings
By Conan O'Sullivan, Managing Director

From left to right: Conan O’Sullivan (WSRA), Julie Vanneste (Department of Corrections), Hoby Douglas (General Biodiesel), 
Signe Gilson (Clean Scapes), Bob Evans, Susan Thoman (Cedar Grove), Scott Campbell (Waste Connections), Charlie Maxwell, 

(LeMay’s), Pat Kaufman (Seattle Public Utilities), Sharon Hlavka (Green Solutions), Rita Smith (Waste Management), Jennifer Kaufman 
(City of Bellevue), Julien Loh (Governor’s Office), Chris Piercy (Department of Ecology), Bart Kale (Nucor Steel)

Scott Campbell, President
Waste Connections, Inc. 
scottc@wasteconnections.com
 
Susan Thoman, Vice President
Cedar Grove Composting 
susant@emeraldnw.com
 
Bart Kale, Treasurer
Nucor Steel Seattle 
bart.kale@nucor-seattle.com
 
Jennifer Kaufman, Secretary
City of Bellevue
jkaufman@bellevuewa.gov
 
Pat Kaufman, Asst Secretary/Treasurer
Seattle Public Utilities
pat.kaufman@seattle.gov
 

Dustin Bender
Sunshine Disposal & Recycling
dustin@sunshinedisposal.com
 
Bob Evans
Sunshine Disposal & Recycling
rwevans17@aol.com
 
Signe Gilson
CleanScapes
signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com
 
Sharon Hlavka 
Green Solutions
sharon@green-solutions.biz
 

Charlie Maxwell, Jr .
Harold LeMay Enterprises, Inc. 
charliemaxwell@lemayinc.com
 
Chris Piercy
Washington State Dept of Ecology 
chris.piercy@ecy.wa.gov
 
Rita Smith
Waste Management Pacific 
Northwest
rsmith6@wm.com
 
Angela Wallis
King County Housing Authority 
angelaw@kcha.org

Board of Directors 2010-2011

Representative for the Governor. Mr. Loh briefed the board 
about issues facing the 2011 legislative session and how the 
Governor and Legislators are addressing the budget shortfall. 
Our next Board meeting is Friday, January 21, 2011 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Rita Smith will host at Waste Management’s 
Cascade Recycling Center (14020 NE 190th St., Woodinville).
Put us on your calendar for the meeting and a tour of 
Cascade’s single stream sorting system afterward.
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