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Mark Your
Calendars
Board Meetings:
January 20 – Allied Waste, Seattle
February 17 – CleanScapes, Seattle
March 16 – WSRA Office, Tukwila
June 8 – King County Housing Authority,Tukwila

Message from the President
By Scott Campbell, Waste Connections, ScottC@WasteConnections.com

S

eems most of us looked
forward to bidding farewell
to the past two years. Much
the same for 2011. Let’s face it. It
has been a turbulent ride for many

Annual Conference:
Davenport Hotel
April 29 – May 2, 2012, Spokane

Conference Documents Just Released!
Go to www.wsra.net to get a full set of
conference materials
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prosper from a healthy economy,
but also carry forward the lessons
we learned the past few years that
have made us stronger.

"As your president, I am
committed to growing
our membership
and providing you
a strong return on
your membership
investment "
Scott Campbell, WSRA President

of us. In the vein of “what doesn’t
kill you makes you stronger”, those
of us that survived this have likely
learned some valuable lessons that
we can carry forward into better
times to come.
Maybe, just maybe, the past years
were not all that bad? Maybe we
all learned to do more with less,
and found there are many ways of
being generous. Giving of our time.
Virtues of simplicity. Back to basics.
We may have been reminded that
it feels good to be engaged with
family, friends and community.
My wish for 2012 is that we all

It was absolutely fantastic to
welcome 28 new members in 2011
to the Washington State Recycling
Association. The members are key
to the success of any organization.
A growing membership benefits
everyone. At a minimum it provides
more opportunities for networking,
business referrals, and recycling
updates, as well as building long
term strength and stability. Your
Board of Directors and Executive
Director are committed to providing
more great opportunities in 2012
by organizing informative WRED
Events, updating our new and
improved web site with recycling
Continued on Page 4

Updated Beyond Waste Progress Report
Shows Significant Improvement
By Gretchen Newman, Washington State Department of Ecology, gretchen.newman@ecy.wa.gov

B

eyond Waste is the state plan
for managing hazardous
and solid waste. The 30year plan has a clear and simple
vision: eliminate wastes and toxics

"As the Progress Report
shows, the state is
making significant
improvement in some
key areas"
whenever possible and use the
remaining wastes as resources.
How is Washington doing on
achieving this vision? The
Washington Department of Ecology
uses a series of indicators to track
progress toward Beyond Waste
goals. During 2011, the “Beyond
Waste Progress Report” was revised
after gathering input from staff
and stakeholders. The new and
improved update was published in
December. New features include:
yy
More Indicators. There are now
22 total indicators (up from 16
last year) – one main indicator for
each of the seven Beyond Waste
initiatives and 15 additional
related indicators.
yy
Case Studies. Each initiative
highlights local examples of how
businesses and governments are
2

reducing waste and toxics.
yy
Alternate Looks. For some
indicators, we’ve provided
comparison views, such as
showing data in both tons and
per capita (pounds per person).

yy
Beyond Waste Targets. We’ve
added graphic projections
to show what the solid and
hazardous waste generation
trends would look like if
Washington were to eliminate
most wastes and toxics by 2035.

As the Progress Report shows,
the state is making significant
improvement in some key areas.
For example:
yy We have been recycling more
solid waste, organics and
electronics over the last few
years. However, some trends
are disappointing. Despite our
recycling efforts, in 2009 we
threw away $206 million worth
of recyclables.
yy A new indicator related to the
Green Building initiative tracks

the amount of construction and
demolition (C&D) debris that
is generated and recycled in
Washington annually. It shows
that we recycled more C&D
debris in 2009 (an impressive 62
percent) and disposed less than
the previous year.
yy Many businesses created less
solid and hazardous waste per
dollar earned in 2009. This
means that while the economy
held steady or improved in
2009 from the previous year,
generation of waste actually
decreased in comparison.

Progress in these areas shows
how moving toward the Beyond
Waste vision can help individual
businesses, the economy and the
environment.
To see the full Beyond Waste
Progress Report, including detailed
information about each indicator,
go to the website: http://www.ecy.
wa.gov/beyondwaste/bwprog_
front.html .

CleanScapes Drawings
6.13.11

CLEAN IS:

DEPENDABLE

on-board GPS tracking technology
and professional, friendly crews

(206) 859-6700
cleanscapes.com
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WSRA Multi-Family
Recycling Work Group
By Jack Harris jharris@seanet.com and Angela Wallis angelaw@kcha.org

Jack Harris, jharris@seanet.com

A

WSRA-sponsored work group
has formed to explore multifamily recycling programs
in Washington State, and make
recommendations on best practices
by April 2013. Two basic questions
guide the formation of this new
committee: what is the current
state of multi-family recycling
participation and diversion in
Washington State, and what best
practices can be recommended
to improve participation and
diversion? The project is chaired
by Angela Wallis, WSRA Board
Member, and Jack Harris, longtime
WSRA member. We seek state-wide
recycling coordinator and industry
support for this project. A diverse
group of members from around the
State has signed up to help so far.
If you would like to join this work
group, please let Angela and Jack
know.
4

Angela Wallis, angelaw@kcha.org

This winter the study group
will develop and distribute a
survey requesting information
about multi-family recycling
programs from Washington State
recycling coordinators, recyclers,
haulers, and others. The survey
will allow the committee to
gather important data about all
aspects of multifamily recycling,
as well as your personal and
professional interests in what the
study group should accomplish
and produce. The data we obtain
will inform the nature of the
committee’s work.

Presidents Message
continued from page 1

news, links and information, and
putting together a positively
extraordinary Spokane conference
filled with excellent speakers and
incredible sessions at the beautiful
Davenport Hotel.
I would like to thank the Conference
and Host Chairs and their
committees, as well as the rest of
my fellow Board Members, for jump
starting our conference planning.
Your volunteer board serves you by
dedicating time (lots of ), chairing
committees, and making well
informed decisions that benefit
you and others in the recycling
community. They are passionate
about what they do, and their
commitment makes the difference.
The WSRA is an organization that I
truly believe has major impact on our
industry.
As your president, I am committed
to growing our membership and
providing a strong return on your
membership investment. We have
put tools in place to assure you see
valuable benefits. Conan O’Sullivan,
Executive Director, continues to
enhance our capabilities and reaches
out to our membership.

Let’s work together to build
our membership, broaden our
Please contact Angela Wallis
opportunities, and make the WSRA
(206.214.1241 and AngelaW@
an even better association. Together,
Kcha.org) or Jack Harris
we can do amazing things, and as
(206.755.5225 and Jharris@seanet. a TEAM we can make 2012 the best
com) to discuss and/or participate year ever to be a member of the
in this exciting work group.
WSRA.

City of Richland Presents 2011
Green Recognition Awards
By Gail Everett, Environmental Education Coordinator, City of Richland, geverett@ci.richland.wa.us

2011 Richland Green Award Winners - Greenies: L to R:
Gary Ballew, Economic Development Manager; Darin Warnick,
Greenies; Gail Everett, Environmental Education Coordinator

T

he City of Richland presented
its annual Green Recognition
awards at an October event
hosted by Gary Ballew, Economic
Development Manager and Gail
Everett, Environmental Education
Coordinator.
Richland’s Green Business of the
Year was awarded to Greenies, a
small business that offers bicycle,
kayak and paddleboard rentals
and sales, and sells organic foods,
products and sustainable clothing.
A joint energy efficiency project
completed by Kadlec Regional
Medical Center and Apollo
Solutions Group won Project of
the Year, and ConAgra Foods Lamb
Weston was named Program of the

2011 Richland Green Award Winners - Group: Bottom L to R: Darin
Warnick of Greenies; ConAgra Lamb Weston, Kadlec Regional
Medical Center, Apollo Solutions Group. Top: Lora Rathbone,
individual winner; Ali Bram & Jennifer Ricci, group winner

Year for its Energy Star Certification
Program.
Richland resident Lora Rathbone
received the Excellence in
Environmental Stewardship award
for an individual, and the group
award went to project coordinators
Ali Bram and Jennifer Ricci for their
Earth Month Trail Cleanup Project.
Enterprise Middle School Recycling
Program, Tri-County Partners
Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore,
the Innovation Center and Market
in the Parkway each received
an Honorable Mention for their
environmental efforts.
This is the seventh year the
Richland Green Recognition
Program has recognized businesses

and organizations that are working
to reduce their impact on the
environment. More detailed
information about the awards is
available on the program website.
Richland Green Business of
the Year: Greenies, 701 George
Washington Way
Contact: Jenn and Darin Warnick,
946-3787 or 392-3312; info@
greenielife.com
Greenies, a small business that
specializes in organic or ecofriendly products, also encourages
human-powered recreation
with bike, kayak and stand-up
paddleboard rentals and sales.
Greenies offer credit for bicycle
trade-ins and refurbishes old bikes
Continued on Pages 14-15
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GET READY!!! IT’S TIME TO SIGN UP FOR WSRA’S
32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN SPOKANE!
By Conan O'Sullivan, Executive Director, WSRA, conan@wsra.net

Washington State Recycling Association
32nd Annual Conference & Trade Show
April 29 - May 2, 2012 • Davenport Hotel • Spokane, WA

Team

recycle
2012

Platinum Sponsor

T

Scan the tag for the
latest conference
information.

For a full conference brochure click here

he Conference Committee has
spent the last year working
with the Fun & Networking,
Golf, Host, Awards and Fundraising
Committees to plan a great conference
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WSRA
conference

with something for everyone!
We’ve included the full conference
schedule packed with educational
opportunities, great speakers, tours
and events.

Here is what you need to know:
Brochure: Check out the front cover of
this year’s brochure. It’s made up of the
faces that drive WSRA. If I don’t have
your picture and you would like to be
featured somewhere at the conference,
please send an email to recycle@wsra.
net and attach your picture. pictures
must be received by February 17.
Registration: Please save the
registration PDF onto your desktop
before filling it out. For most of you this
will eliminate a lot of security issues. If
you DO NOT want to receive a printed
brochure/registration, please fill out the
attached PDF and submit it via e-mail
or fax by January 16.
Sponsorship/Auction: If you would
like to be a sponsor or sign up as an
exhibitor, please register by January
16 to ensure you are included in the
printed version of the conference
materials. The electronic version will be
continuously updated.
Student Guests: Do you know
a student that should attend our
conference? WSRA and the Recycling
Foundation sponsor ten students every
year. Simply have the student fill out the
application and submit it electronically.
Deadline is February 1, 2012.
Awards: Each year the Washington
State Recycling Association seeks
nominations for our annual Recycler
of the Year awards, recognizing
individuals, companies and
organizations for their excellence in

recycling. To submit your nomination
click here. Submission deadline is
January 9, 2012
Membership: If you know anyone
who is not a WSRA member, but
would be interested in joining us

at the conference, please forward
this e-mail and see page 30 of the
brochure. You may qualify to be
entered to win an iPad!
Stay connected: Check our website
often for updated documents. If you

have difficulty viewing the documents
attached, you can download them by
clicking here. “Like” us on Facebook
by clicking the link at the bottom
of any page in the brochure to get
updates on the conference and other
coming events.

Thank you "Early" Conference Event sponsors
Sponsors will be listed in the conference brochure. Deadline to get your name in the printed brochure is January 13, 2012. The
electronic and emailed version will be updated continually. Click here to sign up to be a sponsor.

Waste Management
Movie Screening of
Zero Waste

Seattle Public Utilities
Organics Recycling
Session

City of Bellevue
Two Day Silent Auction

LeMay Thurston &
Lewis County
Session: Difficult to
Recycle Items

Starbucks Coffee Co.
Coffee Service

Kirk Sales International
Monday’s Reception

Total Reclaim
Session: Markets

Columbia Resource Co.
The Recycling Foundation
Session: Teamwork with
Student Scholarship Funds
Allies

Cascadia Consulting
Group, Inc.
Welcome Reception

King County Solid
Waste Division
Sessions: Policy &
Advocacy

Sunshine Disposal
& Recycling
Live Auction

Allied Waste Services
Exhibit Hall Grand
Opening

CleanScapes
Keynote Speaker

Cedar Grove Composting
Organics Recycling
Session

Satsop Business Park
Auction Items

Kitsap Co. Solid Waste Div.
Session: Developing
Local Markets

International Paper
Ice Cream Social

Kirk Sales International
Welcome Reception
Refreshments

Spokane Regional Solid
Waste System
Spokane Bike Tour &
Networking Breakfast
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Cascade Recycling Center
Celebrates America Recycles Day

I

By Robin Freedman, Waste Management, rfreedma@wm.com

n honor of America Recycles
Day on Tuesday, November 15,
special guest Gary Chittum,
KING 5 environmental reporter,
joined Waste Management employees
to celebrate the recycling successes of
the Cascade Recycling Center (CRC),
which has been providing residents
and businesses across Washington
with recycling services since its doors
opened in 2003.
Cascade Recycling Center processes
over 15,000 tons of materials every
month—equivalent to the weight of
10,000 Prius cars! In 2010 alone:

 CRC processed and shipped
over 50,000 tons of newspaper-equal to about 115 million
newspapers (even more than The
Seattle Times printed in 2010)
 CRC recycled over 27,000
tons of mixed paper -- enough
material to fill more than 1,500
Olympic-sized swimming pools.
 The 20,000 tons of glass
recycled from CRC became 20
million new wine bottles.
 CRC recycled almost 3,200
tons of plastics, which saves about

88% more energy than making
plastic from raw materials
Cascade Recycling Center runs a
“closed loop system,” re-processing
the material remaining after the last
point of separation, which results in
the most recycled tonnage and the
least residual. Waste Management’s
strong relationships with end
markets means the recyclables
don’t sit around in storage. They
are quickly shipped on their way to
becoming new products.
Continued on Page 15

Become an Associate of the
Northwest Product Stewardship Council!
Council Associates can influence product stewardship policies in the Pacific
Northwest. Join today and help us increase recycling rates, create local
jobs, and develop sustainable financing systems by working on policies
that create environmentally-sound recycling systems for paint, packaging,
pharmaceuticals, carpet, electronic products and more.
Who Can Join? Local and State
Governments, Private Businesses, and
Non-government Organizations that
support the NWPSC mission and product
stewardship principles.
How Do I Join? Visit the NWPSC
website at www.productstewardship.net
and sign our Associates Pledge of
Support! Or call the NWPSC
Coordinator at (206) 723-0528.
How Do I Learn More?
Contact the NWPSC at
info@productstewardship.net.

Who is the Northwest Product
Stewardship Council (NWPSC)?
We are a coalition of state and local
government agencies in Washington
and Oregon related to solid waste,
recycling, resource conservation,
environmental protection, public
health and other issues. We work
together with non-government
agencies and businesses to create
product stewardship policies
and programs that promote
recycling and sustainable
resource management.

www.productstewardship.net
NWPSC ad 112811.indd 1
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Seattle’s Madrona and Montlake
Neighborhoods Win
Waste Reduction Competition
By Signe Gilson, CleanScapes, signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com

S

eattle neighborhoods served
by CleanScapes lost 1,200 tons
in the last year– an impressive
waste reduction accomplishment!
CleanScapes tracks year-over-

Madrona community leaders celebrate
a new art installment sponsored by
CleanScapes’ waste reduction program

year garbage, recycling and yard
waste tons generated in their 10
Seattle neighborhood collection
areas. The neighborhood that
decreases waste the most wins
$50,000 to be used for community
improvement projects selected by
the community.

designed for the Montlake
community park site and
modeled after a similar structure
in the Seattle Arboretum
Japanese Garden

“The best and most meaningful
projects are those that are born
by the community and that is
definitely a testament to what was
done here.”

Madrona tree “leaves” link nine bronze
sidewalk rings connecting a community’s
history with its future

Gateway Park in Montlake is the new home
for a community information kiosk, a
memorial plaque and cedar plank benches

After many months of work, the
2010 rewards were unveiled:

•

•

This year’s winners included
the Montlake and Madrona
•
neighborhoods, who with
facilitation and technical support
from CleanScapes, KPG and Lease
Crutcher Lewis, developed concepts
and designs for their community
•
amenities. At the December
3rd ribbon cutting ceremony in
Madrona, project lead and KPG
architect DJ Dean summed up the
crowd’s sentiment,
•

Strategically placed concrete
cast “tree stumps” topped
with etched bronze plaques
depicting key events in the
founding and recent history of
the Madrona neighborhood
Stylized Madrona tree leaves
sandblasted into the sidewalk
creating a pathway connecting
the bronze plaques
Painted steel “reflection” bench
situated at the street corner of
34th Ave and E Union where the
Madrona neighborhood began

Two cedar plank benches set
in the community-developed
and maintained park located at
the busy Seattle intersection of
Boyer and 24th Ave.

CleanScapes and Seattle
Public Utilities pioneered the
Neighborhood Waste Reduction
Rewards program to publicly
reward communities for reducing
not just diverting waste. Though
waste reduction is its own reward,
the attractive and functional public
amenities to be developed every
year by the winning community will
serve to remind the general public
what waste reduction can “buy” and
meanwhile establish the habits that
will take us there.

A glass and wood community
information kiosk specially
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Carpet Recycling: Clearing up Confusion about
Carpet Removal
By Kris Beatty, King County LinkUp, kris.beatty@kingcounty.gov

B

eginning in 2009, the Northwest
Carpet Recycling Workgroup,
facilitated by King County
LinkUp and Seattle Public Utilities,
developed a strategy to establish a
regional recycling infrastructure and
end markets for used carpet generated
in the Northwest. As part of this
project, LinkUp recently worked with
a group of local flooring industry
representatives, recyclers that sort
and process carpet, air quality and
worker safety regulatory agencies, and
other interested parties to assist in
developing the 2011 Carpet Removal
Best Practices for Carpet Recycling
(Best Practices).

The Best Practices provide flooring
professionals with the tools they
need to ensure that the carpet they
remove from buildings is suitable
for recycling. With the increasing
availability of carpet recycling in
the Pacific Northwest, providing
guidance for reducing contamination
of recovered carpet is a key step
in supporting the growth of this
industry.
The industry representatives that
helped develop the Best Practices
provided expert, detailed input based
on their professional perspectives.
Thanks to these experts’ participation,
the Best Practices enable carpet
recycling that is grounded in real
flooring practices and is aligned
with relevant local health and safety
regulations. In addition to serving as a
10

valuable resource for carpet recycling,
the Best Practices document clearly
lays out air quality and worker safety
regulatory requirements related
to carpet removal, which protect
workers, building owners/occupants,
and the environment.
For each stage of work – before,
during, and after carpet removal –
Best Practices outlines specific actions
that flooring professionals should take
to help maintain the quality of the
carpet for recycling and to abide by
the State and local safety regulations
required for carpet removal projects.
The Best Practices guide action
before carpet removal by detailing
how to select a carpet recycler and
learn their requirements, topics to
cover during trainings with staff and
subcontractors, and how to collect
required documentation from the
building owner.
The document also suggests actions
during carpet removal that ensure
that the carpet remains suitable for
recycling and that workers remain
safe. Many of the suggested carpet
removal practices build on existing
professional flooring practices or
were suggested with existing flooring
practices in mind. The carpet
removal practices include strategies
to protect carpet during renovations
and what to do if the carpet becomes
contaminated with debris prior to
removal.

The Best Practices provide detailed
procedures for the careful removal
of two types of carpet – glued-down
and stretched. The guide outlines
the procedure for removing flooring
when suspect asbestos-containing
materials are present and what to do
if those materials are disturbed during
removal. Carpet can be removed
in a way that minimizes debris and
other contaminants and meets the
requirements of the carpet recycling
company. Many of the suggested
practices jointly improve carpet
quality and worksite conditions.
The guide explains that flooring
professionals should ensure that
the carpet remains dry during
transportation and storage after
removal.
King County LinkUp is encouraging
flooring professionals to use the
Best Practices, take advantage of the
burgeoning carpet recycling services
in the Pacific Northwest, add a new
skill set to their existing practices and
ensure their compliance with local
and State worker safety regulations.
LinkUp is distributing and promoting
the use of the Best Practices to flooring
professionals throughout Washington
State. Please share this article with
anyone you think might be interested!
If you have questions about carpet
removal or carpet recycling, contact
Kris Beatty at the King County
LinkUp program.

Developing Opportunities for Carton
Recycling in Washington
By Jeff Epstein, West Coast Recycling Coordinator, Carton Council, jeff@cartonrecovery.com

I

n late September 2011, the
WA State Department of
Ecology hosted a forum in
Lacey to address issues and new
developments around recycling
aseptic and gable top cartons.
Enthusiastically received, the
forum covered topics from all
angles of the carton recycling
spectrum and featured a panel of
distinguished speakers. The Forum
brought together experts from
the Carton Council, MRF’s, paper
mills, end markets, and regional
municipalities. A follow-up October
webinar quickly reached full
capacity. The Forum presentations
are posted online at https://
fortress.wa.gov/ecy/swicpublic/
UIResource/SearchResource.aspx
(Search “Carton Forum”)

and Elopak – joined forces in
early 2009 to voluntarily address
this challenge (with Weyerhauser
joining in mid-2011). Early Carton
Council initiatives focused primarily
on the East Coast, with West Coast

"Cartons are a viable,
high-value commodity
that can and should
be diverted from the
landfill"
and Pacific NW efforts starting in
early 2011.

The Carton Council has worked to
develop an extensive network of
North American and overseas end
Cartons provide a very high
markets that are now aggressively
quality source of virgin fiber.
seeking post-consumer recycled
While other sources of fiber are
cartons. There are now nine end
dropping, cartons are expanding
markets in North America (up from
in availability as they become
one in 2009), and over 140 end
more prevalent on retailer shelves, market mills globally. The primary
touting environmental and product end markets in North America are
quality benefits.
tissue mills, with one exception –
ReWall – a manufacturing company
The Carton Council is the industry
based in Des Moines, Iowa that
consortium formed to improve and uses post-consumer recycled
develop end markets and recycling cartons for a “green construction”
infrastructure for aseptic (soy,
product.
juice box, broth, etc.) and gable
top (milk, juice) cartons. The four
Currently there are no West Coast
major Carton manufacturers – Tetra mills handling cartons, although
Pak, Evergreen, SIG Combibloc,
Carton Council is in discussions

working to toward another ReWall
facility in the region. In 2011, the
ISRI Paper Stock Industries chapter
created a new Specification (PSI 52)
to establish guidelines for cartons
marketed as a separate paper
grade. The preferred strategy would
involve positively sorting cartons at
Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs)
and selling them to high-demand
end markets, which can extract the
highest value from them.
The Carton Council has established
an extensive tool kit for MRF’s,
haulers, communities, and schools
to ensure effective collection
and sorting of cartons. Carton
Council has also developed a grant
program that assists MRFs with
investments in capital equipment,
engineering, and other guidance to
enable capturing of cartons, as well
as the added benefit of improving
other operational aspects. In
some larger MRFs, optical sorting
equipment has been successful in
efficient positive sorting of cartons.
There is currently one Washington
facility that does a positive sort
for cartons; Carton Council is
discussing the possibility of
similar updates with a number
of other large facilities in the
state. The Carton Council has also
established extensive awareness
Continued on Pages 22-23
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Styrofoam Recycling Expands at UW
By Alex Credgington, Communications Manager, Building Services, ecredgin@uw.edu

Styrofoam. Of even more concern,
the lightweight, bead-like material
breaks apart easily and can re-enter
the surrounding environment,
where it is deadly to wildlife and
toxic to humans. In fact, Styrofoam
is abundant as pollution in the
outdoor environment.
While UW has eliminated all
polystyrene-based consumer
products, Styrofoam is still
frequently received in shipments.

L

ove it or hate it, Styrofoam is
everywhere.

Since its introduction in 1954,
Styrofoam (the common name
for foamed polystyrene) has
permeated daily life as a low-cost,
lightweight material with a wide
array of uses. It is easy to make,
can be formed in any shape, resists
moisture, resists light and insulates
temperature. As a shipping
material, Styrofoam protects
products and reduces costs better
than any known material.
Since it can be so useful, it can be
hard to remember why Styrofoam is
such a bad thing. But here are two
reasons: it’s toxic and it never goes
away.
Styrofoam is petroleum based and
starts as small, spherical beads that
contain an expanding agent called
hydrocarbon. The polystyrene
beads are heated with steam, and
as the hydrocarbon boils, the beads
soften and expand up to forty times
12

“It’s impossible to say if foamed
polystyrene will ever be completely
their original size. The end product
replaced,” said Eric Johnson,
is about 98% air.
manager of UW Recycling & Solid
The chemicals used in production of Waste. “We need to deal with
the Styrofoam that ends up in
Styrofoam are known carcinogens.
While Styrofoam is considered safe our hands before it heads to the
in everyday use, it is extremely toxic landfill.”
when burned. As a result, it cannot
Recognizing this need, UW
safely be incinerated and typically
Recycling & Solid Waste began to
ends up in the landfill where it takes collect and recycle Styrofoam in
up considerable space.
2010.
No known microorganism has
yet been shown to biodegrade

continued on page 21

Donated Computers Help Train People to Get
Jobs: A Case Study
By Rasmus Mortensen, InterConnection, rasmus@interconnection.org

Robert Jones interned at
InterConnection after being laid off.
This year he landed a contract as
Technical Writer for Microsoft--an
accomplishment he attributes, in
part, to InterConnection’s volunteer
and workforce development
program.

I

n the wake of the economic
crisis in 2008, many workers
in Washington State were laid
off. At the time there were eight
unemployed workers for every
available job. One person who had
to refocus his career was Robert
Jones. From January through
May 2011, he was an intern at
InterConnection, gaining skills and
experience that led him to get a job
as technical writer for Microsoft.
“I was part of the group of people
who were laid off and affected
by the 2008 economic crisis, so
I took advantage of the worker
retraining program that the state of
Washington offered,” Robert Jones
says.
He signed up for an IT program at
Seattle Community College and
had to do an internship as part of
the program. However, he found it
hard to find an internship that fit his
needs.
“Internships are scarce, especially
in IT. Fortunately, I heard about
InterConnection on the radio,”
Robert says. “I was in the last

Donated computers
Donor Appreciation Event

Donated computers
Robert Jones

quarter of school so it helped
me put me over the bump with
graduating.”

person who can donate and get the
word out about the importance of
this organization.“

Six months later, Robert took the
stage at InterConnection’s Donor
Appreciation event to tell his story
and share how InterConnection’s
program helped him.

More than 3,700 individuals have
received hardware skills and
training through InterConnection’s
program. Every week the
organization has a volunteer force
of at least 20 people who learn how
to refurbish computers, help bridge
the digital divide, and keep e-waste
out of the landfills.

“I was hired for a contract position
at Microsoft, and InterConnection
was brought up in the interview.
I was able to describe the laptops
they [Microsoft] were using. I could
talk about the problems and issues
that come up, so it just shows that
it does help,” he said and continued
“I am able to contribute again as a
paying tax member and also as a

InterConnection sustains this and
its other programs with computer
donations from individuals
and providing businesses and
corporations with free IT Asset
Disposal services.
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Richland Awards Excellence in Environmental
Continued From Page 5 Stewardship – Individual: Lora
Rathbone
for resell and reuse. The business
Contact: Lora Rathbone, 375-1954;
also helped coordinate the first Bike lora.rathbone@charter.net
to Work competition.
Richland Green Project of the
Year: Energy Efficiency Project, a
joint project of Apollo Solutions
Group and Kadlec Regional Medical
Center
Contact: Tonya Lamb, 503-9647625; tlamb@apollosm.com

Lora Rathbone, an environmental
fixture in Richland, volunteers
with local environmental groups
and helps others understand
environmental issues. She plans
educational events and discussions
on sustainability and carbon-free
lifestyles. At home, she avoids
the clothes dryer by line drying
clothing throughout the year,
mends clothing, and finds ways
to repurpose unwanted items. For
example, she uses the sleeves from
old t-shirts to make reusable pest
control covers for her apple and
pear trees.

Apollo Solutions Group and
Kadlec Regional Medical Center
joined forces to reduce energy
consumption at Kadlec Regional
Medical Center. With the help of
grants, incentives and low interest
loans, the team researched,
redesigned and retrofitted outdated
equipment, creating green jobs and
Excellence in Environmental
reducing energy costs by 30%.
Stewardship – Group: Earth Month
Trail Cleanup Leslie and Venus Circle
Richland Green Program of the
Contact: Ali Bram, 492-3090, or
Year: Energy Star Certification,
Jennifer Ricci, 531-5136; wabram@
ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston
charter.net
Contact: John Blair, 547-8857; john.
Neighbors and friends, Ali Bram
blair@conagrafoods.com
and Jennifer Ricci frequently
walked their neighborhood trail
ConAgra Foods Lamb Weston
and watched it become overgrown
implemented measures that
and unkempt with brush, weeds
reduced yearly electrical use by an
and litter. They organized a
estimated 1.7 million kilowatt-hours
neighborhood cleanup project
and water use by about 6.8 million
during Earth Month that attracted
gallons. The improvements, many
18 neighbors, generating pride and
suggested by employees, enabled
friendship to beautify the shared
ConAgra to apply for an EPA/
pathway.
Energy Star Program Certification,
where the company scored in the
Honorable Mentions
upper 75th percentile nationally.
Lamb Weston owns two of the
Honorable Mention for Green
ten ENERGY STAR certified potato
Business Efforts – Tri-County
processors in the country.
Partners, Habitat for HumanityReUse Store
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Contact: Roddie Shanley, 943-5555;
rshanley@habitat-tcp.org
The Tri-County Partners Habitat for
Humanity ReStore accepts reusable
materials for public resale. Light
fixtures, sinks, cabinets, appliances,
doors, and repair parts are sold
at a fraction of the cost of new.
The proceeds support Habitat
for Humanity in building homes
for those in need. Recently, the
store added more space to collect
and recycle unsold or unsellable
material, diverting about 284,410
pounds from the landfill.
Honorable Mention for Project of
the Year – Innovation Center
Contact: Erich Schultz,
541-383-2444, schultz@
innovationcentertcrd.com
Planning for the Innovation Center
began in 2008 with the vision of
building a sustainable community
within the Tri-Cities Research
District. Buildings are constructed
using LEED standards, recycled
building products, energy and
water conservation methods, onsite storm water infiltration, green
cleaning standards and provision
for indoor air quality measures
during construction and after
occupancy. In addition, one of the
buildings is generating on-site
renewable energy with a rooftop
photovoltaic array.
Honorable Mention for Program
of the Year – Enterprise Middle
School Recycling
Contact: Jeff Julio, 735-3047, Jeff.
julio@rsd.edu

Recycling at a school is not easy.
It takes leadership, determination
and hard work. Last year, Enterprise
Middle School students successfully
recycled more than 28,000 pounds
of paper.

participation, municipalities can
increase the amount of materials
they recover, making collection more
efficient and supporting municipal
sustainability programs. In Spokane,
Waste Management recently

celebrated a groundbreaking for a
new state-of-the-art single stream
recycling facility that will serve
Central and Eastern Washington and
Idaho. The facility will open its doors
in the fall of 2012.

Honorable Mention for Excellence
in Environmental Stewardship –
Market in the Parkway
Contact: John & Tara Erben, 9672587, johnerben@gmail.com;
The Market at the Parkway provides
a local venue for marketing
regional farm products, reducing
the supply chain, and providing an
opportunity for local businesses
to reach customers directly. The
market promotes farmers that grow,
pick and sell crops themselves,
eliminating a substantial amount
of waste. Centrally located for onestop shopping, the market draws
4,000-6,000 people each Friday.

Cascade Recycling
Continued From Page 5
Waste Management is committed to
expanding the amount of material
it recycles, not only by building new
facilities, but also by promoting
participation across all the market
areas it serves. By expanding

Roger Jaenicke, Sr. Account Manager, Rubbermaid Commercial Products
425.351.0797 mobile, 800.347.9800 customer service
roger.jaenicke@rubbermaidcommercial.com
www.rubbermaidcommercial.com
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Waste Management Joe:
Garbage Truck Driver and Psychiatrist

Waste Management promotes recycling with four-part video series
By Robin Freedman, Communications, Waste Management, rfreedman@wm.com
& Liv Faris, Colehour+Cohen, lfaris@colehourcohen.com

W

aste Management
released a four-part series
of online recycling public
service announcements beginning
Monday, December 5, with a new
episode airing each Monday in
December. The videos are intended
to encourage recycling at home by
promoting a family effort to recycle
food scraps and other valuable
materials.
The video series features
“Waste Management Joe”, a
Waste Management driver who
moonlights as a psychiatrist
offering recycling advice to his
customers. Joe works with the
Smith family to help them improve
their recycling habits. The videos
feature a quirky cast of characters
and a few surprises to help drive
home the recycling message.
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“We set out to approach
recycling education in a fun and
unique way with these videos,”
said Waste Management’s
Robin Freedman. “We know
that residents trust and like
their drivers so we created
‘Waste Management Joe’ to
help educate families about the
importance of recycling and
give them the information they
need to make recycling part of
their everyday routine.”
By continuing to recycle
residents can help keep valuable
items like glass, plastic and food
scraps out of the landfill - more
than half of what is thrown
away each year could have been
recycled or reused. While most
Puget Sound residents are adept
at recycling, there are still more
opportunities to recycle-in the

home and at the office.
The video series is available on
Waste Management’s YouTube
channel, including Episode One,
“Jimmy,” And Episode Two, “Sally”.
Two more episodes will premiere
on Dec 19 and 26.
Waste Management provides
innovative sustainability
solutions for residential,
commercial, industrial, and
municipal customers, from
curbside collection with clean
air trucks to waste reduction
programs that turn food scraps
into compost for healthy
gardens. Waste Management
uses waste that cannot be
recycled to generate renewable
energy, powering 7,500 homes
in the Pacific Northwest.

New Members November 2011-January 2012
Denton Plastics Inc.
18811 NE San Rafael St.
Portland, OR 97230
503-257-9945
www.dentonplastics.com
Contact: Eric Fisher
efisher@denplas.com
Denton Plastics is regarded
worldwide as a leader in recycling
and sustainability, and is known for
its proud legacy in environmental
stewardship. For nearly 30 years,
we have established ourselves as

experts in developing environmentally
responsible production processes
and innovative recycling solutions,
and by consistently providing only
the highest quality products – from
virgin material and quality scrap to
reprocessed pellets.
Karl Englund
Asst. Faulty and Ext. Specialist,
Washington State University
englund@wsu.edu
http://www.cmec.wsu.edu/

PLC Insurance LLC
4211 Alderwood Mall Blvd, Suite 210
Lynwood, WA 98036
425-712-3664
http://www.plcins.com/
Contact: Tim McLean
tim@plcins.com
Independent insurance broker for
property, liability, pollution, vehicles
and Directors and Officers coverage.

Waste Management Receives Clean Cities
Coalition Award
By Robin Freedman, Waste Management, rfreedma@wm.com

Evergreen Fleet Certified. WM
utilizes Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) trucks that promote
cleaner air, minimize greenhouse
gas emissions, and reduce fuel
consumption.

Accepting the award, Larry Barnett, Area Fleet Manager and Rob Sherman, Director of
Operations (with a representative from WWCAA)

A

t the recent Puget Sound
Clean Cities Coalition annual
general meeting Waste
Management was awarded the
2011 Alternative Fuels Sustainability
Commitment Award by the Puget
Sound Clean Air Agency. Waste
Management received the award

because of their commitment
to protecting the climate and
environment through better
sustainability practices. As a result
of their efficient fleet management
practices, Waste Management was
the first garbage and recycling
service’s company to become

The Western Washington Clean
Cities Coalition is a public/private
partnership that works to advance
energy security, environmental,
public health, and economic
development by promoting
policies and practices that reduce
petroleum consumption. Members
work together within the US
Department of Energy’s Clean
Cities Program, which is a network
of more than 80 communities
around the country. The Coalition
provides education, technical
assistance, access to grant funds
and other services to assist in the
implementation of Clean Cities
strategies.
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Starbucks Finding Solutions for
Disposable Cup Dilemma

By Susan Long, manager of environmental impact, Starbucks Corp, susan.long@starbucks.com

Starbucks' goal is to ensure 100 percent of its cups are reusable or recyclable by 2015.

W

hen many think of
Starbucks, they think of
our iconic, white cup. And
so do we – but for us, it’s all about
how to recycle it.
Starbucks® beverages account for
approximately four billion cups
globally each year, and the singleuse cup industry generates more
than 500 billion cups worldwide. As
one of many businesses operating
in the industry, Starbucks is working
to lead the way in communities to
move the entire field towards cup
recycling.
Starbucks goal is to ensure 100
18

percent of its cups are reusable or
recyclable by 2015. Ultimately we
want our cups – which in the United
States account for about 95 percent
of our in-store beverage packaging
– to be recyclable in form and in
practice.
While some communities already
recycle our paper and plastic cups,
many don’t have the infrastructure
in place to handle collection,
hauling and processing due to a
lack of demand for cup material by
the recycling industry. Recycling is
also dependent on the availability
of commercial recycling services
where our stores are located,

and for stores operating out of
leased spaces, it is the landlords
who control waste collection and
recycling. These inconsistencies
from city to city and from store
to store make it difficult for us
– with more than 17,000 retail
locations globally – to efficiently
and effectively implement uniform
recycling strategies.
Over the past three years, we’ve
learned that success has been
a combination of forwardthinking collaborations along
with innovative approaches
to widespread challenges. By
collaborating with key industry

leaders – even competitors – we
are better able to help reduce
the global impact of packaging
throughout the industry.
In 2008, Starbucks engaged
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and the Society
for Organizational Learning to
help explore a systems thinking
approach to cup recycling.
They applied a problem-solving
approach to analyze how the
various segments of a structure
– in this case, cup manufacturers,
recyclers, municipalities, and other
stakeholders – are interconnected.
This led to Cup Summits in 2009
and 2010, bringing together
government officials, raw material
suppliers, cup manufacturers,
retail and beverage businesses,
recyclers, competitors, conservation
groups and academic experts.
The collaboration revealed a
fundamental need to improve
recycling infrastructures while
continuing to explore materials
and design. As a result, we have
since implemented front-of-store
recycling in 18 markets, working
with several municipalities and
initiated three recycling pilots
across the country.
In September 2011, industry
leaders achieved a breakthrough
ay our third Cup Summit. The
Foodservice Packaging Institute
announced the formation the Paper
Recovery Alliance (PRA), a coalition
of restaurant and food packaging
industry leaders.

Jim Hanna (right), director of environmental impact for Starbucks, hosts a panel with
expert representatives from MIT, Tim Horton’s, Georgia-Pacific and Action Carting
Environmental Services.

Peter Senge, senior lecturer at MIT and founding chair of the Society for
Organizational Learning, engages participants in systems thinking, a problem-solving
approach that analyzes how the various segments of a structure are interconnected.

cups and food packaging could be
made more recyclable across the
retail sector. The organization will
set up pilot projects to understand
– and overcome – the existing
challenges to paper foodservice
packaging recovery. In addition to
Over the next year, the PRA will take Starbucks, PRA’s founding members
a systematic look at how single-use include companies from across the

value chain, such as Georgia-Pacific,
International Paper, MeadWestvaco,
Solo Cup Company, Tim Hortons
and YUM! Brands.
Recycling is a complex problem that
will not be solved overnight. But a
holistic approach has the potential
to make a significant impact on the
entire foodservice industry.
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TUKWILA MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTS
ACHIEVE THE GREEN DREAM

By Anne Laughlin, Community Relations Manager, Republic Services, ALaughlin@republicservices.com
can,” Keller said. “With the right tools
and education, anything is possible.
And it’s always worth a try.”
“A comprehensive multi-family
recycling program is especially
important in Tukwila, where
approximately 55% of the population
live in apartments or condominiums,”
said Rebecca Fox of the City of
Tukwila Recycling Program. “Now
that virtually all of the complexes
have recycling service, sustained
education and follow-up will be
essential to ensure that all the multifamily residents continue to recycle
successfully.”

Lynnyetta Keller assembles multilingual education materials in reusable bags to
deliver to Tukwila multifamily residents.

I

t is fall and the leaves are turning
orange and red but for Tukwila
multifamily residents, the world
just became a greener place to live.
In September, 66 percent of the
city’s multifamily complexes had
recycling programs. Today, that rate is
98.8 percent, the highest the City of
Tukwila has ever seen.
“Multifamily complexes are
traditionally the hardest to reach
because of high turn-over rates and
20

cultural or language barriers,” said
Lynnyetta Keller, Recycling Program
Coordinator at Allied Waste Services.
Keller and the City of Tukwila’s
Recycling Coordinator were a driving
force behind a recent effort that
implemented recycling programs in
every multifamily complex in Tukwila
by November, 2011. They reached
1,463 units in 38 complexes.

The company’s outreach team
delivered recycling education
material to every unit, talked with
property owners and conducted onsite recycling workshops. Keller said
many property managers wanted
to take a hands-on approach to
recycling. Rob Cravens, site manager
for Mountain View Apartments,
helped Keller along with colleague,
Bobby Brown as they knocked on
doors to ensure that each resident
received materials in the correct
language.

“My property has many hurdles with
regards to getting tenants to recycle,”
said Cravens. “[Allied Waste] has
offered many solutions to overcome
those hurdles [like] reusable bags
to hold tenants’ recyclables with
“It’s not always intuitive that recycling instructional pictures on them and
more can save you money but it really flyers in other languages.”

Monica Phillips, property manager
for Hillcrest Apartments, was also
pleased with the new recycling
program.
“The tools and materials provided are
excellent and are a great help with
tenants’ transition to recycling,” she
said. “I am very grateful to have the
opportunity to work with Lynnyetta
and Allied Waste on this exciting new
project and am looking forward to
being a successful recycling property.”
Knowing the challenges of the
multifamily sector has made the

accomplishment that much more
rewarding for the team at Allied
Waste. But the company is not resting
on its laurels; Allied Waste is already
taking the next step.
“To ensure the long-term success of
the program, we revisit multifamily
complexes the day before their
recycling is collected,” said Keller.
“We’re seeing a minimal amount of
contamination if any. Keeping the
managers involved, the residents
educated and our continued follow
up are key components to this
success.”

Styrofoam Recycling recyclables. However, the space
Continued From Page 12 saved in the landfill is much more
significant. In addition, Styrofoam
packing peanuts are collected and
provided free of charge to local
organizations and schools.

“We began by collecting
Styrofoam blocks and containers
from campus buildings, such as
Magnuson Health Sciences Center,
that generate a large volume of
the material,” said Johnson. “We’ve
now expanded the program
campus-wide.”
In 2010, the University recycled
1,334 pounds of Styrofoam, a
small weight compared to other

Styrofoam is easily recycled
into new products, but due to
its lightweight nature it is not
economical to collect in its original
form. To recycle Styrofoam, UW
contracts with a local company,
V & G Styro Recycle, to process
the material into a reusable form
that can be remade into plastic
products.

In addition to weekly follow up
with the complexes that started
recycling, Allied Waste will revisit the
three multifamily properties that
decided not to participate and will
continue to educate them on the
benefits of recycling. Allied Waste is
committed to achieving 100 percent
participation and success in this
recycling program.
For those who would like more
information about recycling in
Tukwila, please contact Lynnyetta
Keller, Recycling Coordinator at Allied
Waste Services at 253-239-8855 or
lkeller@republicservices.com
into manageable bricks. This form
can then be easily shipped to
companies that make a variety of
plastic products.
“As you’re sitting at your computer,
the monitor you’re looking at, the
keyboard and mouse you’re using
could be made from recycled
Styrofoam,” said Lauderdale. “Since
we opened our doors, we’ve
diverted over 200 tons of Styrofoam
from the landfill. It’s not a big
moneymaker, but it’s an unmet
need.”

“It takes a lot to make a little,” said
Marilyn Lauderdale, owner of V & G
Styro Recycle. “We have a thermal
processor that grinds, crushes and
compresses the material. Once we
generate 40,000 pounds, it’s sold to
a manufacturer.”

The benefits of recycling Styrofoam
at UW are many, according to
Johnson. “It reduces the amount
of landfill-bound waste, it cuts
garbage collection costs, and it
reduces the number of plastic bags
needed to contain the garbage. We
expect the program to continue to
expand in the years ahead.”

Through her company’s process,
the material changes in density at
a ratio of about 50:1 and is shaped

For more information about
Styrofoam recycling at UW, see the
Recycling & Solid Waste A-Z List.
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Carton Recycling
Continued From Page 11

Current/Future West Coast Outlets
Currently Taking Cartons

Planning to Take Cartons

Potential Future Market
RCM
Great Lakes
Tissue

ReWall
(Q3 2011)

*

Southern Tissue
(Q1 2012)

* Aseptic Only

GET Mill
Jeffrey Fielkow

Developing Opportunities for Carton Recycling - Current Future Markets

and promotional materials for
haulers and communities looking
"Carton Council is making
great strides in improving the to promote carton recycling
status and legitimacy of carton to customers and residents. A
comprehensive guide for schools
recycling in the region with
strong long-term resources and (with materials for students,
and administrative staff ) is also
appropriate capital allocations"
available to effectively develop
and implement carton recycling in
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schools, a major source of milk and
juice cartons.
The Carton Council initiative
to expand carton recycling is a
work in progress. While it is early
in our efforts in the Pacific NW,
Carton Council is making great
strides in improving the status and

The Preferred Way to Recycle Cartons

Cartons placed in
recycling bin

Positive sort at
recycling facility

Baled and sent to
Paper mill

Separated paper
fibers are ready to
be reused

Made into new
products

Blended with water to
separate paper fibers from
plastic and aluminum

Jeffrey Fielkow

Developing Opportunities for Carton Recycling - PreferredGraphic

legitimacy of carton recycling in
the region with strong long-term
resources and appropriate capital
allocations.
Cartons are a viable, high-value
commodity that can and should
be diverted from the landfill! At
the WSRA Conference in late April,
Carton Council will participate in

a session that will feature updates
on progress and new developing
opportunities in the region. For
more information on carton
recycling and the Carton Council,
please visit www.recyclecartons.
com or contact Jeff Epstein directly
at jeff@cartonrecovery.com.

"At the WSRA Conference in
late April, Carton Council will
participate in a session that will
feature updates on progress and
new developing opportunities in
the region"
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REPUBLIC SERVICES OFFERS EDUCATION FOR ALL
AGES AND ABILITIES WITH ‘GROWING UP GREEN’

By Anne Laughlin, Community Relations Manager, Republic Services, ALaughlin@republicservices.com

T

he outreach team at Republic
Services (also known as Allied
Waste Services) presents its
‘Growing Up Green’ program at
schools and community events
throughout the Puget Sound.
In 2011, the team talked with
thousands of kids of all ages, from
preschools to high schools, to help
build better waste reduction and
recycling practices region-wide.
“Our outreach team draws people
from all of our local divisions to
participate in school events and
presentations,” said Anne Laughlin,
Community Relations Manager at
Republic Services. “Children seem to
learn the most when they’re having
fun so we make our program very
interactive and entertaining.”
“Kids love to meet our drivers and to
see the truck up close,” said Laughlin.
“All the enthusiasm at these events
makes it easy to teach them about
caring for the environment. They
soak up everything you say.”
For a couple of hours, children have
the chance to meet the ‘larger-thanlife garbage man with his largerthan-life truck.’ They take away
important safety lessons and tips to
reduce waste and recycle more at
school and at home.
“Our show and tell at school gives
kids information they are eager
to share with their families,” said
Shamseddin ‘Shomps’ Williams, a
24

On the Starbucks Patio: the Republic
Services outreach team talks about safe
distances from the recycling truck with
preschoolers from Bright Horizons.

Children are delighted when Shomps
Williams, Republic Services, tells the
children the recycling truck behind him is
as big as a dinosaur.

Republic Services’ safety trainer who
delights in showing off the giant
recycling truck. “It helps open up a
larger discussion in the community
about doing what’s right for the
environment.”

Williams counted off 15 paces from
the truck to show the children a
proper safe zone and then helped
each child climb into the truck.
“Every child focused on the fact that
the truck had two steering wheels
and some ‘pretty cool’ on-board
equipment,” he laughed.

“Shomps is a real natural with the
kids,” said Cameron Randall, director
of Bright Horizons at Starbucks
headquarters in Seattle where the
team presented last summer. “He
really gets into it and engages with
the kids. His enthusiasm shines
through.”
The team talked with 100
preschoolers that day, class by class.

Republic Services regularly brings its
Mini-MRF to schools and events. A
miniature replica of a conveyor belt
complete with recyclables to sort,
the Mini-MRF is an instant hit with
students.
“Kids learn the do’s and don’ts of

Students at a Tukwila school sort recyclables on the Republic Services Mini-MRF.

recycling but they don’t always
understand why something is or is
not recyclable,” said Laughlin. “The
experience of working with the MiniMRF helps them understand what
happens on a large scale at our 3rd
and Lander MRF.”
“Out of all the presentations in
2011, one really touched me the
most,” added Laughlin, who has
a background in education. “We
worked with a small class of hearing
impaired elementary children in

Edmonds. For me, it underscored
the fact that, regardless of age and
ability, all people deserve to be part
of making our environment a better
place to live.”
“There is no greater thrill than
connecting with children, engaging
them and empowering them for the
future,” she added. “It is the highlight
of my day…the highlight of my work
at Republic Services.”
Williams agreed with Laughlin and

added, “We always accommodate
a request to come out for the
kids. They make everything we do
worthwhile.”
For more information about Allied
Waste Services’ school programs
and opportunities to learn about
truck safety and recycling, please
contact Anne Laughlin, Community
Relations Manager, at (425) 2212465 or send an email to alaughlin@
republicservices.com.
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Evergreen School Dives Deep to Divert Waste
By Signe Gilson, CleanScapes, signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com

S

horeline’s Evergreen School
initiated a school-wide
sustainability program with
increased waste reduction and
diversion as key goals. One year
later, their diversion rate is 75% and
students are psyched about, and
engaged in the daily behaviors that
will propel them even further.
The process began with the school’s
green team, a group of committed
school leaders including students,
parents and staff. To better
understand their waste stream and
the opportunities contained within
it, they contacted CleanScapes,
their solid waste hauler to jointly
develop and conduct an extensive,
school-wide, student-led waste
audit.

Students learn to use detailed waste audit worksheets

In January of 2010, 4th and 5th
grade students donned jackets and
gloves for a chance to discover the
intricacies of “what goes where.”
With the guidance of CleanScapes
Waste Diversion Project Manager,
they dug in.
Using detailed waste audit
worksheets, students recorded
pre-sort volumes and weights,
they sorted all materials into three
categories (garbage, recycling and
compost) and recorded the postsort weights for each area of the
school.
After the audit was complete, a
student team evaluated the data
and calculated the waste diversion
Students and staff shared observations
continued on page 28
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2011 BOEING CLASSIC Achieves 98% Diversion Rate!

S

By Joe Sirlin, Director of Operations, Boeing Classic, joe@boeingclassic.com

triving for a zero-waste event
and targeting the highest
recycling rate of any PGA
TOUR event, the 2011 Boeing
Classic at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge
again partnered with Cedar Grove
Composting, the Pacific Northwest's
leading organic recycling
company. Building on our 2010
success, when the event diverted
a little over 90% of all waste, this
year’s efforts resulted in 98%
diversion - over 65 tons of waste
kept from landfill disposal from
the time construction began in
July, through the week-long event
in August and tear down through
the middle of September. “This

was an incredible collaboration
between many people to achieve
an unprecedented diversion rate
over a long period of time,” states
Joe Sirlin, Operations Director for
the Boeing Classic.
With over 80,000 spectators on site
during tournament week, all food
scraps, compostable service ware,
cans and bottles were collected in
stations throughout the course,
sky boxes, and public areas. Cedar
Grove also managed and recycled
significant volumes of wood
waste, building materials, carpet,
cardboard, paper and food prep
scraps from kitchens and catering
operations. The organic material

collected was processed and
turned into earth friendly compost
that goes back into gardens and
landscapes, keeping the Northwest
environment clean for vital habitat.
The Boeing Classic partnership
is truly a collaborative effort, one
that has extended to tournament
vendors, the host site at TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge and spectators,
who all understand the importance
of the part they play in helping us
achieve our goal. The Boeing Classic
and Cedar Grove are proud of our
accomplishments, and will continue
to work together to improve the
impact we can make for the 2012
event.

Consider Reuse. At USAgain, we believe it’s the best way to protect our
environment and preserve natural resources. Despite the ongoing
efforts of many dedicated organizations, Americans still discard nearly 85
percent of their usable clothing and shoes into landfills each year. According
to the EPA, 11 million tons of clothes were thrown away in 2010. Does this
waste make any sense? Why not use again? It’s a better way to recycle.
USAgain is a green for profit company dedicated to providing a

convenient and eco-friendly recycling option for our neighbors in the Pacific
Northwest since 1999. You’ll find our distinctive green and white collection bins
at businesses across the state. Our partners are just as green as we are.

Where do the clothes go? USAgain’s goal is to keep them out of
landfills. Gently-used items are resold at minimal cost locally and in other
countries where used clothing is often the only affordable option. Together
we help protect the environment, create green jobs, support the local
economy and meaningfully improve the lives of others. Everybody wins.

Visit www.usagain.com to read more about
the benefits of clothes reuse and recycling, locate
the nearest USAgain collection bin, or to learn
about becoming a USAgain partner. No Cost - No
Work fundraisers available for schools, churches
and non-profits.

www.usagain.com | 253-833-5828 | info@usagain.com
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Northwest Carpet
Recycling Strategy Project Update
By Kris Beatty, King County Solid Waste Division, LinkUp Program Manager, kris.beatty@kingcounty.gov
Empire Today selected for
flooring contract
The City of Seattle is nearing
completion of a procurement
process for flooring products
and services, to be available
nationwide to public agencies
and charities through the
U.S. Communities purchasing
consortium. The resulting contract
will require carpet recycling
and environmentally-preferable
products. Proposals were evaluated
at the end of September by a
committee of technical and
purchasing staff from around the
country, and Empire Today was
selected as the intended awardee.
Carpet Removal Best Practices
King County LinkUp recently
facilitated a work group of local
flooring industry representatives,
recyclers that sort and process
carpet, air quality and worker
safety regulatory agencies and
other interested parties to assist
in developing the 2011 Carpet
Removal Best Practices for Carpet
Recycling (Best Practices). The Best
Practices were created to help
ensure that carpet removed from
buildings is suitable for recycling.
The Best Practices provide flooring
professionals with a tool to reduce
contamination of recovered carpet
and thus reduce the incidence of
contaminated carpet delivered
for recycling. The Best Practices
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is also the first known document
that clearly lays out the air quality
and worker safety regulatory
requirements related to carpet
removal, which protect workers,
building owners/occupants and
the environment. LinkUp is now
working to promote the Best
Practices to flooring professionals
throughout Washington State.
National Carpet Recycling Talks
Suspended
The formal talks among carpet
industry and governments to
negotiate a nationwide carpet
product stewardship and recycling
system have been suspended as
of August. In September of 2010,
the State of California enacted a
carpet take-back law, Assembly
Bill 2398, with support from carpet
manufacturers and involvement
through the Carpet America
Recovery Effort. The national
talks stalled over the subject of
sustainable funding for carpet
recycling other than in California.
Many parties continue to work
actively on carpet recycling and
carpet product stewardship in their
own regions and markets.
CalRecycle Carpet Stewardship
Program
In California landfills, carpet is one
of the 10 most prevalent waste
materials. Due to the large volume
of disposed carpet, California
has become the first to establish

a statewide carpet stewardship
program in the private-sector. The
program is designed to follow
product stewardship principles to
make certain that discarded carpets
are usable for end markets in a
way that is sustainably funded and
provides jobs for the state.
Seattle Public Utilities Proposes
to Ban Carpet from Landfills in
2013
A measure included in the 2011
Seattle Solid Waste Plan would
prohibit landfilling of carpet
beginning in 2013. Carpet is one of
several materials the City is working
to move out of the “garbage”
and into productive reuse and
recycling. As recycling options
grow for materials like carpet, the
City proposes landfill bans as a
means of “leveling the playing field,”
increasing certainty about materials
for recyclers and manufacturers
who use recovered materials, and,
of course, to increase recycling
tonnage. Over the past several
years Seattle has already banned
a number of materials, including
common recyclables (paper, cans,
bottles), yard waste and food
waste: earlier this year, Seattle
banned asphalt paving, bricks, and
concrete from construction jobs,
items which were already being
recycled at a rate exceeding 90%.
Carpet recycling options have been
growing locally, among carpet
sellers, recycling collection and

sorting firms, and new processors of 2012 Plans
recovered carpet material.
King County LinkUp and Seattle
Public Utilities are working to
Northwest Companies now
define their plans to continue
Reusing or Processing Carpet
supporting carpet recycling in 2012.
Activities will include continued
• AGAIN, based in Kent, Wash., is
collecting and processing post- implementation of the Northwest

Carpet Recycling Strategy, including
supporting carpet product
stewardship and end market
development. Please let us know
if you have ideas or suggestions on
areas where support is needed.

consumer carpet.
•

Allied Waste accepts large
rolls of carpet for recycling at
their C&D processing facility in
Seattle.

•

CDL Recycle accepts loose
carpet from residential and
commercial sources at their
Seattle facility.

•

Carpet Collectors began
processing carpet in March
of this year with a facility in
Beaverton, Oregon.

•

Environmentally Conscious
Recycling accepts carpet for
recycling at their Portland-area
dry waste processing facility.

•

Recovery 1 is taking all types
of carpet regardless of face
fiber type or backing and
polyurethane foam pad for
processing at their Tacoma
facility.

•

ReNu Recycling offers carpet
recycling to the King County
area as part of their C&D
recycling business.

•

The RE Store is reclaiming
carpet and carpet tiles for reuse
at its Seattle and Bellingham
locations.

•

Waste Management is currently
recycling carpet at a dry waste
processing facility in Oregon.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Waste Diversion
Project Manager
By Signe Gilson, CleanScapes, signe.gilson@cleanscapes.com

CleanScapes seeks a creative,
dedicated and energetic
individual to work with Puget
Sound area cities to reduce
waste and expand recycling and
compost programs.
This position involves working
with businesses, community
groups, apartment managers/
residents, schools and other
organizations to achieve their
waste reduction and diversion
goals.
CleanScapes encourages
innovative approaches to help

our customers implement effective
programs and to educate the
community at large.
Qualifications and Skills:
Bachelor’s degree, project
management experience,
education expertise, excellent
writing/communication skills, team
player and strong interest in waste
reduction, recycling and resource
conservation.
Please apply online at
www.cleanscapes.com.
Thank you!
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Evergreen follow up school-wide waste audit
Continued From Page 26 10 months after the baseline audit.
The second audit showed that the
students and staff of Evergreen
rates for the school overall (66%), as School had improved the school’s
well as for the three specific areas:
classrooms, administration and
common areas.

waste audit 10 months after the
baseline audit

Students and staff shared
observations and brainstormed
ideas for decreasing and diverting
waste and over the next year,
Evergreen School staff and students
implemented the following
systems:
• Installed a 3-bin color-coded
sorting system throughout the
school and in every classroom
• Replaced all single-use plastic
and Styrofoam service ware in
the cafeteria with compostable
plates, bowls, trays, cups and
utensils
• Conducted a school-wide
education campaign to raise
awareness
Intrigued by the “grossology” of
the school-sanctioned dumpster
diving earlier in the year, the 7th
and 8th graders conducted the
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diversion rate by 9%, developed
an ethic of resource conservation
and institutionalized systems and
behaviors that will pay dividends
into the future.
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