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Save the Date
WSRA Conference
May 4–7, 2014
The Hilton Vancouver
Vancouver, WA

Nurture Your Recycling Roots 
and Grow Your Future 

WSRA’s Conference & Trade Show in Vancouver
Emily Phillips, WSRA, emily@wsra.net

A showcase for the latest recycling, re-use, and waste reduction 
programs and technology, WSRA’s Annual Conference & Trade 
Show is Washington’s largest recycling and waste reduction 
conference and trade show serving both the private and public 
sectors. Register today for the “Nurturing Our Roots, Growing 
Our Future” conference—Sunday, May 4, through Wednesday, May 7, at the Hilton Vancouver!

The annual conference brings together the diverse WSRA membership, as well as industry 
representatives from across the state and beyond, to learn, network and problem-solve 
recycling and waste reduction challenges. Whether you come from the public sector; a 
private sector services company; a manufacturer; or a supplier, the WSRA conference is for 
you! In fact, it’s the only event that communicates and celebrates the important work WSRA 
members do, putting you directly at the heartbeat of the waste reduction and recycling 
industry.

WSRA’s committees have been working long and hard to make sure that you learn something 
new, meet someone new, and participate in an activity that is new to you. View the 
conference brochure on our website and register today to benefit from the great events we 
have planned for you!

Highlights Include:

•	 Priceless networking opportunities designed to help you stay connected with thousands 
of industry experts and colleagues.

•	 Three days packed full of conference sessions to keep you updated on emerging trends 
and the most current industry issues. 

•	 An energized Exhibit Hall filled with exhibitors waiting to show you the latest 
technologies and solutions to help you do your job more effectively. 

•	 Special events that allow you to network with your peers and industry experts. 

•	 The annual Gala Awards Banquet, celebrating the accomplishments of 10 outstanding 
Recyclers of the Year, and honoring longtime recyclers as they are inducted into WSRA’s 
Recycling Hall of Fame. 

We can’t wait to see you at The Hilton Vancouver, May 4-7, 2014!

http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_Program
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Awards
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Hall_of_Fame
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Seeking Conference Volunteers!
Looking to get more involved behind-the-scenes with WSRA’s 2014 conference? 

Sign up to be a volunteer! 

We have many volunteer positions available from greeting guests and registering 
attendees to setting up silent auction tables and getting models ready for our 
Recycled Fashion Show.  

Thank you for your help and support!

Quick Conference Links
Registration

Full Conference Brochure

Become a Sponsor  

Silent/Live Auction Donation Form 

Hotel Reservations 

Make your hotel reservation by April 3  
to receive WSRA’s discounted group rate! 

Reserve a room online, or call the Hilton 
Vancouver (360-993-4500) and tell them 
you are a WSRA conference attendee.

Activities

Enjoy a variety of activities, including:

•	 Golf scramble

•	 Brewery tour by bike or on foot

•	 Kayaking trip

•	 Segway tour

•	 Sunday night welcome reception at Torque Coffee Roasters and Loowit Brewing

•	 Walking tour of green Vancouver businesses

•	 Industry tours of Frito-Lay and the Port of Vancouver

VOLUNTEER

Sessions

Session topics include:

•	 Sustainable Food Management

•	 Managing Solid Waste Systems

•	 School Waste Reduction and Recycling

•	 Online Tools for Positive Community Change

•	 Strategies to Improve Collection Programs

•	 Composting Infrastructure and Materials

•	 The Green Fence

•	 Carpet Recycling

•	 Behavior Change

•	 Innovative Outreach

•	 Legislative Updates

http://vols.pt/vM37KX 
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
http://issuu.com/wsra/docs/wsra_2014_conf_brochure
http://www.wsra.net/store/ListProducts.aspx?catid=334831&view_type=1
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Auction_Donate
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/P/PDXVAHH-WSR-20140503/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/P/PDXVAHH-WSR-20140503/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://wsra.site-ym.com/store/ViewProduct.aspx?id=2307804
http://torque-coffee.myshopify.com/
http://www.loowitbrewing.com/
http://www.fritolay.com/our-planet/minimizing-waste.html
http://www.portvanusa.com/environmental-services/stewardship/
http://vols.pt/vM37KX 
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Message From the President
Scott Campbell, Waste Connections, scottc@wasteconnections.com

Will I see you at the WSRA Annual 
Conference May 4-7 in Vancouver, 
Washington?  I hope so!  We have a 
spectacular conference lined up with 
superb speakers and an action-packed 
agenda.  The Conference Committee 
promises an educational, valuable and 
exciting experience in Vancouver at the 
Hilton Hotel, a LEED certified property.

I look forward to our conference and 
the opportunities it brings, from seeing 
old friends and meeting new ones, 
tours, informative sessions, discussing 
our many member benefits, and 
visiting with our varied and supportive 
vendors.  WSRA sponsors provide vital 
support for our conference too, and 
without them, a successful conference 
would not happen.  Please thank them 
when you have the opportunity.

Beyond the conference, WRED 
(Washington Recycles Every Day!) 
Events will be offered throughout the 
year.  These are premier events. They 
not only are educational and timely, 
but offer a perfect opportunity for 
networking.  By the time of the WSRA 

Conference, you will already have had 
the opportunity to attend “Old Shoe, 
New Trick,” a WRED event showcasing 
textile recovery, reuse and recycling at 
Seattle Goodwill.  I hope to hear your 
comments on this WRED Event at the 
conference.   Your WRED Committee 
does a outstanding job and continues 
to bring premier events to you. I hope 
you can attend them.

Emily Phillips, Executive Director 
continues to strive to provide additional 
member benefits and seeks efficiencies 
with daily operations.  With the addition 
of Lindsay Kittleson, Communications 
and Events Assistant, our office team 
is knocking this association out of 
the park!  Incredible positive impacts 
continue.  Many of you have met Emily 
and Lindsay.  If you have not, please 
look them up at the conference.  Both 
Emily and Lindsay are eager to meet 
you and discuss how they can assist you 
and provide even more benefits in the 
future. 

So, I will see you at the conference.  I 
especially hope to see many of our 

recycling friends from Oregon this year.  
Come check us out! I promise you it 
will be worth your while to cross the 
I-5 Interstate Bridge.  If we were any 
closer to you and Oregon, we would 
be at Jantzen Beach!  If you have not 
attended in the past, now’s the time; 
this is the year to commit.

See you in Vancouver, USA!

Scott Campbell, WSRA President

Homemade/handmade goods • Event Tickets • Gift Baskets • Recycled/upcycled goods

Jewelry • Services • Gift Certificates • Experiential tours, trips, travel, etc.

Silent & Live Auction Donations Needed! 
Help us raise money to fund our programs and events 
throughout the year by donating to the silent and live 
auctions at our 2014 Conference! 

To donate, simply fill out the Auction Donation Form. Thank 
you for helping us make this the most successful auction yet! 

DONATE

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Auction_Donate
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Auction_Donate
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Conference and Event Sponsors

BioBag
Composting Session

City of Auburn
Recycled Fashion Show

Cascadia Consulting Group
Resourceful Outreach Session

King County Solid Waste Division
Sustainable Food Management Session

School Waste Reduction Session
Managing Solid Waste Systems Session

City of Tacoma
Legislative Update Session

City of Vancouver
School Waste Reduction Session

CleanScapes
Live Auction

Recycled Fashion Show
Student Scholarship

Kirk Sales International
Jerry Powell Plenary

Cocktail Reception Food
Student Scholarship

Kitsap County Public Works, SWD
Resourceful Outreach Session

Lautenbach Industries
Recycled Fashion Show

Exhibit Hall Opening
Golf Pin Flag

LeMay Pierce County Refuse
Kick-off Reception Food

New West Gypsum Recycling
Awards Gala Banquet

Cocktail Reception Food
Golf Beverage Cart

Olympic Organics
Composting Session

Pierce County Public Works & Utilities
Sustainable Food Management Session

Seadrunar
Annual Meeting
Ice Cream Social

Snohomish County
Behavior Change Session

Starbucks
Behavior Change Session

Sunshine Disposal
Monday Networking Breakfast

Live Auction
Exhibit Hall

Student Scholarship

Total Reclaim
Legislative Outreach Session

WA State Department of Ecology
Green Fence Plenary

Collection Programs Session

Waste Management
Recycled Fashion Show

Keynote Address

Wilder Environmental Consulting
Recycled Fashion Show

All Battery Sales & Service
Student Scholarship

Basin Disposal, Inc.
Student Scholarship

Cedar Grove Composting
Student Scholarship

DM Recycling
Student Scholarship

Island Disposal
Student Scholarship

Lakeside Disposal & Recycling
Student Scholarship

Mason County  
Garbage & Recycling
Student Scholarship

Rehrig Pacific Company
Student Scholarship

Western Systems
Golf Hole

Wastequip/Toter, Inc.
Golf Hole

Solid Waste Systems, Inc.
Golf Hole

`New Day Recycling
Golf Hole

Olympic Environmental Resources
Golf Hole

Pacific Disposal
Golf Hole

Nucor Steel Seattle, Inc.
Managing Solid Waste Systems Session

Student Scholarship

Republic Services
Pre-Banquet Reception

Collection Programs Session
Recycled Fashion Show

Golf Pin Flag
Student Scholarship

City of Bellevue
Student Scholarship
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Innovative Recycler of the Year
Amazon.com’s Frustration-Free Packaging
In 2008, Amazon launched its Frustration Free 
Packaging initiative to improve customer 
experience and reduce waste generated by 
packaging material. Amazon works directly 
with manufacturers, and even offers incentives, 
to deliver products in smaller, easy-to-open, 
recyclable cardboard boxes. In its first 5 
years, Amazon’s program has grown from 
4 manufacturers to over 2,000, and from 19 
products to over 200,000. Subsequently, the 
program has eliminated 58.9 million square 
feet of cardboard, removing 24.7 lbs of 
excessive packaging, and reducing box sizes 
by 14.5 million cubic feet. Unlike many of its 
competitors, Amazon is actively using its broad 
reach to change the marketplace for the better.
For more information: 
Amanda, Amanda@amazon.com

Small Business Generator
Chaco Canyon Organic Cafe
Chaco Canyon Organic Café is a Seattle business 
that is obsessed with waste reduction. They 

think outside of the box when it comes to waste. 
Chaco Canyon hand sorts 99% of their waste, 
eliminating the need for garbage, recycling 
and compost receptacles in the front of house. 
Employees are trained to hand sort and 
optimize all waste, which has led to dramatically 
smaller trash bills and an estimated 70% of 
waste diverted from landfills.  In addition, Chaco 
Canyon has never provided a disposable utensil 
in 10 years of business, which has trained their 
customers to bring their own, borrow one, or 
opt out. Chaco Canyon reduces waste down 
to the smallest detail and is teaching their 
customers to do the same. 
For more information: 
Chris Maykut, chacocanyoncafe@gmail.com 

Public Agency
City of Olympia Public Works  
Waste ReSources
The City of Olympia is guided by a Vision of 
Zero Waste, a mission “to lead and inspire their 
community toward a waste-free future, and to 
play a strategic role “to create opportunities 
to eliminate waste.” 2013 was a year filled 
with accomplishments and new programs 
centered on their Vision of Zero Waste. 
Through programs such as their award-winning 
GrassCycling Virtual Workshop, Pedestrian 
Recycling, 3rd Grade Education Program, 
Lakefair Parade Recycling and many more, the 
City of Olympia Public Works Waste ReSources 
is leading their community toward a zero waste 
future and setting an example of successful 
public outreach. 
For more information: 
Ron Jones, rjones@ci.olympia.wa.us

Nucor Steel Recycling Solutions Award
Emerald Recycling 
Emerald Recycling, Inc. is a part of the daily 
fabric of Washington’s recycling scene. 
Every year this local, family-owned company 
addresses practical needs for businesses by 
properly, responsibly and cost-effectively 
recycling more than 3 million gallons of usable 
feed stocks and materials that would otherwise 
need to be disposed as regulated wastes.  In 
addition, Emerald Recycling creates sustainable 
products, including quality alternative fuels, 
recycled solvents, cleaners and degreasers from 
products once wasted. By collecting, processing 
and returning materials to local markets, 
Emerald has created closed loop recycling in 
the Pacific Northwest, offering a local recycling 
solution for organic liquid and industrial wastes 
produced from industrial and retail businesses, 
government shops and marine clients. 
For more information: 
Susan Thoman, susant@emeraldnw.com

Recyclers of the Year and Hall of Fame Inductees  
to Highlight May Conference

The Washington State Recycling Association (WSRA) will honor organizations, businesses and individuals for outstanding recycling 
achievements at their Recyclers of the Year Awards Banquet on Tuesday, May 6, 2014, at the WSRA annual conference at The Hilton Hotel in 
Vancouver, WA.

 Recyclers of the Year are chosen by a panel of WSRA members representing a variety of aspects of the recycling industry, including collectors 
and processors, government agencies, businesses and non-profit organizations. The 2014 WSRA Recyclers of the Year include these 
outstanding honorees:

continued on page 6

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
http://www.amazon.com/b?node=5521637011
http://chacocanyoncafe.com/
http://olympiawa.gov/city-utilities/garbage-and-recycling 
http://olympiawa.gov/city-utilities/garbage-and-recycling 
http://www.emeraldnw.com/
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Public Education
King County Solid Waste Division
In 2010, King County Solid Waste Division 
formed a team with the skills to develop a first 
ever culturally targeted Hispanic education 
outreach program. The Recicla más. ¡Es 
facilísimo! Spanish language curbside education 
program has, from its inception, incorporated 
culturally competent principles in its design, 
implementation and evaluation to meet the 
needs of the Hispanic community. The County 
developed a program that includes volunteer 
recycling educators, called Facilitadoras de 
Reciclaje, or “Recycling Facilitators,” and 
formed a first of its kind Hispanic/Latino 
media partnership to get the word out to the 
community.   The success of this program 
comes from continuously collaborating with 
the Hispanic/Latino community to increase 
awareness and accessibility to recycling and 
waste prevention education. This program has 
become a leading example for how to reach 
communities in a culturally competent way. 
For more information: 
Gerty Coville, gerty.coville@kingcounty.gov 

Large Business Generator
Metagenics, Inc.
Metagenics, Inc., a Gig Harbor company that 
practices the science of nutrigenomics to help 
people live healthier and happier lives, knew 
that increasing recycling and waste diversion 
throughout  the 5 buildings spread out on 
their campus would be no small task. Since 
2011, when they first began their commingled 
recycling program, Metagenics has seen 
increased recycling rates and reduced solid 
waste costs, while staying committed to 
environmental stewardship and community 
involvement. Metagenics has increased their 
recycling rate from 27% in 2012 to 43% in 2013 
and reduced their waste by almost 19 tons, 

using commingled recycling, partnering with a 
local barrel reuse company and donating their 
food waste to a local farm to feed animals. 
For more information: 
Audrey Herrell, audreyherrell@metagenics.com

Youth Education
Paul Flock and the Olympia School 
District’s Child Nutrition Services 
Department 
The Olympia School District’s Child Nutrition 
Services Department (CNSD) is one of the most 
innovative and visionary school food service 
departments in the nation. With the addition 
of bulk milk dispensers, the elimination of 
disposable dishware and the creation of a 
Food Rescue program, the Olympia School 
District, under CNSD supervisor Paul Flock’s 
leadership, is saving money, conserving energy 
and resources, and helping to feed their 
community. The Olympia School District has 
a 30 year history of reducing waste, and was 
one of the first school districts to implement 
comprehensive recycling and organics 
collection programs. They are modeling 
environmental stewardship in a hands-on, 
real-world way every day for staff, students and 
families they serve. 
For more information: 
Paul Flock, pflock@osd.wednet.edu

Societal Impact
Plastic Whale Project
Thurston County’s Plastic Whale Project is an 
innovative educational program that combines 
art and marine biology with the goal of waste 
prevention. The project brought together more 

than 900 people from all walks of life to create 
a 32’ replica of a grey whale made entirely out 
of plastic bags and waste commonly found in 
our oceans. The purpose of the project was 
to inform the public about the impact of our 
waste on marine life in a larger than life work of 
art. The project has been viewed by over 1.65 
million people and has successfully reduced 
plastic bag use, helped pass plastic bag bans 
in unincorporated Thurston County, Tumwater, 
Lacey, and Olympia, educated the public about 
the Pacific Garbage Gyre, and brought people 
face to face with the effects of waste on our 
environment. Watch “The Plastic Whale Project: 
a sensational cetacean” online
For more information: 
Carrie Ziegler, zieglec@co.thurston.wa.us

Nonprofit
WSU/Lewis County Master Recycler 
Composter Program 
The WSU Lewis County Master Recycler 
Composter program is an active, dedicated 
group of 22 volunteers who assist the Lewis 
County Public Works Solid Waste Utility 
with educating Lewis County residents and 
businesses about waste reduction, recycling, 
composting and household hazardous waste. 
From 2012 through the end of March of2014, 
the group logged more than 1,500 hours 
working in their compost demonstration 
sites; teaching others how to compost, 
vermicompost and create hugelkultur compost 
beds; helping students make mini-worm 
compost bins; organizing leaf exchanges; 
chipping up Christmas trees, and many other 
environmentally targeted projects. Through 
the hard work of their dedicated volunteers, 
this nonprofit group is meeting the goals of 
their mission to promote public awareness 
of household hazardous waste and recycling 
issues and to facilitate waste reduction through 
education and other activities. 
For more information: 
Debbie Burris, debbie.burris@lewiscountywa.
gov

continued from page 5

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/reciclamas/index.asp
http://www.metagenics.com/
http://osd.wednet.edu/departments/child_nutrition_services
http://osd.wednet.edu/departments/child_nutrition_services
http://osd.wednet.edu/departments/child_nutrition_services
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/solidwaste/publications/talkintrash/trash-spring2013.pdf 
http://bit.ly/130EMjN 
http://bit.ly/130EMjN 
http://lewiscountywa.gov/master-recycler-composters
http://lewiscountywa.gov/master-recycler-composters
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Bart Kale
Nucor Steel Seattle Division
For over 15 years, Bart Kale has played an 
integral part in the success of Washington 
State’s largest recyclver, Nucor Steel. As the 
Seattle plant’s Environmental Manager, Bart 
has contributed to the ongoing success of 
the business by promoting programs that 
reduce toxic contaminants and greenhouse 
gas emissions, and expand the types of metal 
products accepted for recycling. 
Bart’s efforts to educate suppliers on how to 
screen scrap metals for the presence of lead and 
his institution of quality assurance protocols 
has helped to ensure the protection of nearby 
residents and the environment as a whole from 
toxic contaminants. Through Bart’s leadership 
and oversight, Nucor Steel has become one of 
the most efficient steel mills in the nation. 
Bart has also been a dedicated and valuable 
leader in WSRA, serving as an extremely diligent 
board treasurer for many years. 
For more information: 
James Neely, james.neely@kingcounty.gov 

Jeanne Stewart
Clark County Solid Waste Advisory 
Commission & Vancouver City Council
For the last two decades, Jeanne Stewart has 
helped Clark County develop one of the most 
progressive recycling and waste prevention 
programs in Washington State.  Jeanne recently 
retired from the Clark County Solid Waste 
Advisory Commission after a long career as a 
facilitator for change in the County’s recycling 
programs. 
Jeanne has given countless hours of service 
to the community and has had a hand in 
twenty years of county wide recycling and 
waste prevention efforts, including education 
and outreach programs, curbside yard debris 
collection, hazardous and special waste 
collection, and curbside and multifamily 
recycling collection programs. Jeanne is well 
known and appreciated for her detail-oriented 
work style and is admired for her commitment 
to citizens, community and the environment. 
For more information: 
Anita Largent, anita.largent@clark.wa.gov

Earl Snyder (deceased)
Kirkland Recycling Center
Earl Snyder started working as a garbage 
collector in Seattle in 1947. He said that packing 
and managing garbage collection for over 25 
years in Seattle and Kirkland gave him “first 
hand knowledge” of the need for recycling. 
After collecting and sorting thousands of 
bottles in the family’s back yard for several 
years, he launched the Kirkland Recycling 
Center. He ran the center as a family business 
with the help of his wife, LaVerne, daughter, 
Joan, and son, Edward, until his death in 1987.
Deeply committed to recycling and waste 
prevention, Earl educated his customers. In a 
hand-written report about the center’s first 
10 years, he highlighted recycling impacts in 
practical terms. (e.g. ” In ten years you recycled 
950,000 cases of beer bottles, or 22,800,000 
bottles. Placing those bottles end to end would 
create a line approximately 22,000 miles long.”) 
His dedication to the recycling industry led Earl 
to join the very first WSRA board in 1976. When 
he wasn’t recycling seven days a week, he was 
usually fishing with his sons, who have carried 
on the family tradition. His son, Ed Snyder, now 
drives truck for Pacific Topsoil. Another son, 
Bill Snyder, worked for Waste Management for 
many years and then moved to North Dakota, 
where he became a major player in promoting 
recycling. Ed will be present for his father’s 
induction into the WSRA Recycling Hall of Fame 
in May.

Recycling Hall of Fame
The WSRA Recycling Hall of Fame honors individuals who have made outstanding long-term contributions to recycling in Washington State. 
New inductees are selected by a committee of recycling professionals and spotlighted at the annual Awards Banquet each spring.

This year the Association is inducting these three impressive individuals: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
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Eco-Lógica Magazine 
5110 212th St SW #4
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
http://www.ecologicamagazine.com

Stuart Vazquez, Director
ecologicamagazine@gmail.com   
425-672-6770

 

Eco-Lógica Magazine is the first and only free bilingual magazine 
about sustainability education in the Seattle area. Our trimestral 
printed version is distributed in Pierce, King, Snohomish, Whatcom 
counties and other cities across the State. The articles are in both 
Spanish and English, and the focus is on living and doing business in 
a more sustainable manner. The magazine is available free in both 
print and electronic versions. Our goal is to involve businesses and 
people that are interested in taking actions that provide information 
about ECO-LOGICAL living. We will work to promote projects, 
businesses and people that propose new ways to work, live and 
discover more sustainable actions.

Summit Equipment
PO Box 1847
Post Falls, Idaho 83877
http://www.summiteq.com/ 

Joe Reed, Sales and Service Manager
JoeR@SummitEq.com 
208-773-3885

Summit Equipment began producing durable and reliable waste 
and recycling equipment (balers, conveyors, compactors, etc) in 
Post Falls, Idaho (on I-90 just east of the Washington state border) 
in 1991.  We are big enough to handle large projects, but small 
enough to listen to you and to customize our equipment to fit 
your situation. We are proud to provide customized products at 
affordable prices. Our region features a strong work ethic, and we 
have benefited from the service of many employees who have 
worked together for many years. Experience counts, and we enjoy a 
stable, knowledgeable team. 

Otto Cart Management Services 
http://otto-usa.com

Jason Gorske, Area Manager
704-615-8345
jason.gorske@otto-usa.com

Otto Cart Management Services would like to introduce Jason 
Gorske, our new Area Sales Manager in the Pacific Northwest!  Jason 
came to Otto over two years ago as the Rocky Mountain Region 
Manager with previous cart industry experience, and now controls 
the Northwest and Western Canada. He prides himself on being 
available when needed and takes pride in the quality of Otto carts 
and plastic commercial containers.    

Contact Jason for a quote on carts and commercial containers or 
additional information on Otto’s container management program. 
View a full catalog of Otto products online. 

Wenatchee Valley Salvage and Recycling
295 Urban Industrial Way
East Wenatchee, WA 98802
http://wenatcheevalleysalvageandrecycling.com

Christina Warren, Assistant Manager
wvsr3@hotmail.com
509-886-7161

We buy, sell, and process scrap metal, copper, brass, aluminum, 
cars and much more.

SBK Recycle 
10733 A Street S, Suite A
Tacoma, WA 98444
http://www.sbkrecycle.com/

Kenny Becker, Owner
kenny@sbkrecycle.com
253-539-9095

SBK Recycle, located in Tacoma, practices safe and efficient 
recycling. All items are handled in a safe manor with no impact 
to the environment. We only deal with certified processors in the 
Northwest. Our goal is to reuse all items and extend the life as long 
as possible to provide a viable alternative to e-waste in our landfills.

Recycled Commodities Handled: Appliances, Electronics, Metal

John Wheaton
Water Resources Planner, Nez Perce Tribe
P.O. Box 365
Lapwai, Idaho 83540
http://www.nezperce.org/ 
jwheaton@nezperce.org

Claire Barrett 
Student, Antioch University 
trochiliphoenix@gmail.com

Graduate student in Whole Systems Design

Welcome Our Newest Members!

https://www.facebook.com/EcoLogicaMagazine
https://twitter.com/EcologicamaGzin
https://www.facebook.com/wvsr265
https://twitter.com/trochiliproject
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Community Partner Events Offer 
WSRA Member Discounts

AOR’s 2014 Sustainable Oregon Conference & Trade Show
June 19-21, 2014 | LaSells Stewart Center, OSU campus

Conference Program

AOR’s 2014 Sustainable Oregon Conference & Trade Show in Corvallis, Oregon is a three-day, interactive learning experience 
featuring leading-edge educational sessions, workshops, local and national experts and speakers, facility tours, valuable networking 
opportunities, and an awards program to celebrate the achievements of Oregon’s recycling, reuse, and waste reduction businesses 
and leaders. 

AOR’s annual conference provides stakeholders in Oregon’s recycling and waste prevention community with the knowledge and 
resources to address current challenges in the industry, implement and improve recycling programs, advocate for policies and 
initiatives that advance recycling and waste prevention, and support the development of a generation of professionals for whom 
sustainability is a core tenant of their work and life philosophy.

WSRA members receive 20% off registration with promo code WSRA

GoGreen Seattle Conference 2014
April 30, 2014 | Seattle Conference Center, 8th & Pike

Conference Program

The 5th annual GoGreen Conference on April 30 in Seattle offers a one-day interactive learning experience featuring tactical how-
tos, a solutions-centered deep dive into new ways of thinking, and a showcase of regional business leaders and their success stories.  
Bringing together leaders from across industries, the GoGreen Conference builds viable networks and cross-pollinates sustainability 
best practices throughout the regional business community.

WSRA members receive 30% off on tickets with promo code WSRA

Green Sports Alliance Summit 2014
July 21-23, 2014 | Santa Clara, CA

Summit Program 

The Green Sports Alliance Summit in July serves as a platform for the sports community to unite around sustainability – bringing 
together more than 600 industry stakeholders to learn from 80+ leaders and engage their peers in meaningful dialogue around 
better environmental practices and proven solutions that help to advance the green sports movement. The 2014 program will cover 
today’s most critical topics in professional and collegiate sports greening via a dynamic mix of workshops, case studies, leadership 
plenaries, keynotes and venue tours. Held in Santa Clara, California, the tech capital of the world, amongst many iconic professional 
and collegiate sports teams, the Summit is poised to be the most exciting and influential gathering yet.

WSRA members receive $50 off ticket prices with promo code WSRA

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
https://aorr.wufoo.com/forms/aor-spring-forum/
http://seattle.gogreenconference.net/program/
http://summit.greensportsalliance.org/
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Tour de Hops 
Diana Wadley (Ecology), winner of last year’s WSRA auction item, 
Olympia Kayak Tour de Hops (a package donated by Shannon 
McClelland, Ecology, and Ron Jones, City of Olympia), generously 
shared her kayak adventure with friend and colleague, Michelle 
Andrews, and Michelle’s mother.  The tour package included 
two boats and gear for the day, an experienced guide, and a gift 
certificate to Tugboat Annie’s, a local waterfront brew pub, for a post-
paddle lunch.  

Under Ron’s expert guidance, and with two-year-old Wolf Wadley in 
tow, the group of six and a half set out for a beautiful half-day paddle 
in the calm waters of Budd Inlet in Olympia.  A good time was had by 
all; but especially by Wolf, who couldn’t quite believe his eyes when 
the ‘Barge Burger’ was delivered at Tugboat Annie’s!  

WSRA Auction Winners Enjoy Tailored Services
Among the many fascinating sessions and  activities at the WSRA 
Annual Conference (May 4-7 in Vancouver), a highlight will again be 
the annual auction, where successful bidders often find their gifts to 
WSRA “keep on giving.”  Some of last year’s high bidders report high 
satisfaction with their auction packages, ranging from a yard clean-
up complete with compost, to a kayak outing, to a Mexican Fiesta.  

You too can donate an auction item or service and bid to win your 
heart’s desire, both to support WSRA and also to treat yourself in the 
manner to which you should be accustomed. Come to the Vancouver 
conference, prepared to take home some hot auction items and 
services!

Fiesta Castellano? Bid on it and bid high!  

Best Mexican food I’ve had since: 

 

Comments from friends and family that shared the experience:  

One word: “Ceviche!” Jack Bradbury 

“Everything was the freshest, best tasting ever! Family recipes that I’ve never experienced.” 

 “Maravillosamente preparado auténtica comida mexicana en su casa; parte dos esperamos” Charlie 
Williams (Beautifully prepared authentic Mexican food at home; look forward to part two) 

"An amazing spread-- and a fiesta as well.  We lived this dinner" Jayne Bradbury 

“Fantastic food, fantastic music, fantastic company! And I got cooking tips as well!” Patricia Bradbury 

“You won't find tastier, more authentic Mexican food in a restaurant -- at least not this side of the Rio 
Grande.” Alex Bradbury 

Yard Clean Up 
Denise Small (Northwest Center) won the Yard Clean Up service donated 
by several WSRA board members. Shannon McClelland, Susan Thoman, 
Troy Lautenbach, Jennifer Goodhart, Susan Long and Charlie Maxwell 
converged on Denise’s home one Saturday last summer to weed, clean 
up, and compost all the beds.  Denise provided the necessary coffee to 
get the team going, as well as some breakfast treats.   

Then the crew got to work, weeding and prepping the beds for six yards 
of Cedar Grove compost, along with bags of Oly Fish compost donated 
by North Mason Fiber.  Board Member Troy Lautenbach valiantly attacked 
some dreaded blackberry bushes, which were no match for him!  With 
compost applied, and Denise’s whole place looking great, the WSRA 
board garden crew loaded the yard waste into Troy’s truck and hit the 
road—another Mission Accomplished!

Fiesta Castellano 
Enthusiastic comments abound from winning bidder Jack Bradbury’s 
friends and family who shared Fiesta Castellano, a dinner prepared 
by Candy Castellano: 

Jack Bradbury: “One word: ‘Ceviche!’ Everything was the freshest, 
best tasting ever! Family recipes that I’ve never experienced.” 

Charlie Williams: “Maravillosamente preparado auténtica comida 
mexicana en su casa; parte dos esperamos” (Beautifully prepared 
authentic Mexican food at home; look forward to part two) 

Jayne Bradbury: “An amazing spread  —and a fiesta as well. We loved 
this dinner” 

Patricia Bradbury: “Fantastic food, fantastic music, fantastic company! 
And I got cooking tips as well! You won’t find tastier, more authentic 
Mexican food in a restaurant —at least not this side of the Rio.”

http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Auction_Donate
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
http://www.wsra.net/?page=Conf_2014
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Jeanette Brizendine Welcomes a Son!
WSRA member and 2013 Recycler of the Year, Jeanette 
Brizendine-Jurgensen, and her husband welcomed their 
first child, Elliott Thomas Jurgensen, on January 2, 2014 
at 9:11 PM. Elliott weighed 8 pounds and was 20.5” long. 

Elliott, along with Elsa Erzen Wallis, will make his debut 
in the 2014 WSRA Conference Recycled Fashion Show. 

Shannon McClelland Is Off to Law School  
at the End of May!
After 10 years in the solid waste industry, Shannon 
McClelland, WSRA Board member, is off to law 
school! Starting at the end of May, Shannon will be 
joining the accelerated 2-year JD program at Vermont 
Law School in South Royalton, VT, with a plan to 
focus on environmental law. Come say farewell at the 
conference!

Rita Smith and Linda Robinson Married  
on Spring Equinox
Rita Smith, Groundwork Word and Tree Trimming, and 
her partner of seven years, Linda Robinson, celebrated 
spring equinox at 9:57 AM, March 20, by getting 
married! They eloped at home in a private ceremony.

Elsa Wallis born January 19
Elsa Wallis Erzen was born to Angela Wallis, WSRA Board 
secretary, and Alex Erzen on January 19, 2014. Credit 
is due to WSRA member organization King County 
Solid Waste Division, where mom and dad first met. 
Elsa arrived two weeks late, weighing in at 9 pounds 1 
ounce and 21.5” long. Elsa wears cloth diapers, loves her 
second hand clothes and is nicknamed Snack Attack 
because she is a voracious eater. 

Member News

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
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Thurston County Challenges Residents with WasteLessFood.com
Terri Thomas, Thurston County Solid Waste, thomaste@co.thurston.wa.us

Have you been tossing cash in the trash? The 
average American family tosses out about 
25% of the food they buy. That includes 
the moldy cheese, black bananas, long lost 
leftovers, or that new casserole recipe that 
even Fido wouldn’t eat.

Most people don’t think they waste that 
much food.  However, when researchers 
asked people about their habits, and then 
actually measured what was in the trash, 
there was much more food than reported.  
All this waste has some very serious financial, 
environmental, and social consequences.  

Thurston County Solid Waste is working 
to change food waste with the new 
WasteLessFood.com project. First, we want 
residents to find out how much they waste 
by taking the WasteLessFood Challenge. It 
only takes about 10 minutes per week—less 
time than is spent watching commercials in 
one hour of television.  

Once residents get over the shock of seeing 
how much they really waste, we are ready to 
help with the four easy SMART (Save Money 
And Reduce Trash) tools. It is surprising how 
much of a difference a few simple changes 
can make. Participants find they save food, 

money, and time . There is no downside. 

After residents complete the four-week 
project and share results online, we provide 
a free FoodSaver kit. On our Waste Less 
Food —Thurston County Facebook page 
residents can win great prizes and learn even 
more ways to reduce the food they waste.

Our goal is to make reducing food waste 
a community-wide project that other 
jurisdictions can easily recreate. For more 
information, visit www.wastelessfood.com 
or call Gabby Byrne at 360-867-2284 or 
byrneg@co.thurston.wa.us

Unearthed Exhibit Tells Many Stories
Kris Major, Education Coordinator 

Spokane Regional Solid Waste System, kmajor@spokanecity.org

The beauty of artfully-arranged artifacts.  
Nostalgia for a time not so long ago.  A 
cautionary tale of how a town once disposed 
of its garbage.  These are the elements 
brought together in Unearthed, a new 
exhibition of found objects that will be 
displayed in Spokane’s Community Building 
(35 W. Main Ave.) this spring.

Assembled by local artist and museum 
curator Valerie Wahl, Unearthed celebrates 
the collecting impulse of Brian Martin, a self-
proclaimed dump “digger” who found value 
and intrigue in discarded material excavated 
at old refuse sites in Spokane.

In the early 1900s, Spokane was a boom 
town.  In the flurry of rapid growth, unofficial 
dump sites developed in low-lying areas 
along the Spokane River.  In the 1980s and 
90s, Brian Martin joined other diggers, 
fascinated with the materials he was able 
to recover from these sites.  Brian exhumed 
objects, beautiful ghosts eerie with decay 

and with a sumptuous patina, the result 
of chemical reactions unique to having 
been buried for decades. Part of Martin’s 
collection, organized by Wahl into this 
display, reveals a Spokane from another 
era, before plastics, before city planners 
and waste management or environmental 
science.

 Soil testing done prior to building at the 
Riverpoint campus, a location where Martin 
regularly dug and collected, revealed 
contamination, including heavy metals 
and carcinogens associated with industrial 
burning.  Despite warnings that high levels 
of lead and arsenic were found in the soil, 
Martin and others continued to dig.  Brian is 
currently being treated for thyroid cancer, a 
possible consequence of his activities. 

Objects in the Unearthed exhibit provoke 
imaginings of lives spent in Spokane long 
ago and remind us that our impact can 
outlive us, sometimes in unsavory ways.

Valerie Wahl is the Museum Collection 
Curator at the Northwest Museum of Arts 
& Culture.  Her experience working with 
Martin and mounting this exhibition led her 
to write the following poem:

Burden (by V. Wahl)
It was no doubt sensible one day so long ago
To clean up, cart off and throw away,
Add to the heap, making room for the new.
Burning, buried, yesterday’s burden already 
forgotten,
Destined to molder and steep, suspended in 
moist soil,
Waiting with the patience of the undead
For its own sinister mystery to unfold.
Where do the remnants of my own living lie,
Yet to be discovered by a soul unborn?
On this earth there is no awaay.

www.co.thurston.wa.us/solidwaste/wastedfood/food-challenge.html
www.co.thurston.wa.us/solidwaste/wastedfood/food-tools.html
www.co.thurston.wa.us/solidwaste/wastedfood/food-tools.html
www.facebook.com/WasteLessFood
www.facebook.com/WasteLessFood
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King County Green Schools Program Honors Seven Schools
Dale Alekel, dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov

Seven schools earned recognition in February from the King County 
Green Schools Program, which helps individual schools and school 
districts cut waste and save resources.

“Students and staff at these schools have embraced waste reduction, 
recycling, and other conservation actions with assistance from 
the County’s Green Schools Program,” said Dale Alekel, program 
manager.

King County Green Schools Program has three levels, which involve 
students and staff in learning about and practicing conservation 
of natural resources. Alekel said most participating schools cut 
operating expenses by initiating waste reduction and recycling 
practices to reduce energy and water use.

The program has served a growing number of schools each year, 
from 100 schools in 2009-10 to 197 schools in the 2013-14 school year. 
Twelve school districts are currently participating.

Two schools completed Level One this year by expanding recycling 
practices and focusing on waste reduction strategies.

Another five schools have completed Level Two by engaging 
in energy conservation practices, such as turning off lights in 
unoccupied rooms and setting thermostats at 68-70 degrees. One 
school has completed Level Three by learning about and engaging in 
water conservation and pollution prevention actions. 

To date, 173 schools throughout King County have been recognized 
as Level One Green Schools. Of those schools, 98 have been 
recognized as Level Two and 55 as Level Three. 

LEVEL ONE 
Waste Reduction and Recycling (WRR)
Bellevue’s Three Cedars Waldorf formed a Green Team and 
conducted education about waste reduction and recycling, as 
well as specific actions to reduce, reuse and recycle. The school’s 
recycling rate is 70 percent.

LEVEL TWO 
Energy Conservation and WRR
Auburn’s Lakeland Hills Elementary School completed both 
Level One and Level Two actions. They reached a recycling rate 
of 64 percent, conduct Waste-Free Wednesday campaigns in 
their cafeteria, and uses student “waste detectives” to spot check 
classrooms and educate their peers about recycling. They use 
Energy Star equipment, and the student Green Club created a 
pledge to encourage energy conservation.

Cascade Ridge Elementary School in Issaquah incorporates 
energy conservation into its fifth grade curriculum. The school 
has decreased energy use each year since 2010.

Issaquah’s Challenger Elementary designated student Power 

Rangers to turn off classroom lights and computers at the end of 
the school day and when rooms are unoccupied. Teachers use a 
conservation pledge in their classrooms.

At Issaquah’s Endeavour Elementary School staff members use 
natural light when possible, close classroom blinds, and turn off 
computers each night.

Auburn’s Green River Montessori School uses task lighting 
when possible and consolidates after-school activities into one 
area. 

LEVEL THREE  
Water Conservation, Energy Conservation, and WRR
Pine Lake Middle School in Issaquah received a rainwater 
collection and drip irrigation system for its school gardens from 
Cascade Water Alliance. The school promoted water conservation 
actions through morning and staff meeting announcements, 
and placed signs near school faucets reminding users to turn off 
faucets when not in use and to report leaks. Pine Lake reached a 
75 percent recycling rate.

King County Green Schools Program provides hands-on assistance, 
recycling containers and signs, a website, with helpful tools and 
resources, and ongoing support to engage students and staff in 
conservation actions.

King County also offers support for student green teams and an 
elementary school assembly program and classroom workshops that 
teach students about conservation.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
www.kingcounty.gov/GreenSchools
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King County Housing Authority named  
Tukwila Business Recycler of the Year

Jenna Higgins, Resource Conservation Specialist, King County Housing Authority, jennah@kcha.org

Each year the City of Tukwila selects a business 
recycler of the year from qualified participants. These 
businesses exhibit excellence in recycling, buying 
recycled products, and reducing waste, as well as 
conserving resources such as energy and water. 

For 2013, the City awarded King County Housing 
Authority with this honor. KCHA’s main administrative 
offices are located in Tukwila, home to about 195 
employees. Tukwila recognized KCHA for a number of 
environmental actions, including a high diversion rate 
and unique programs. 

Composting at the agency’s main office is one of 
these notable programs. Employees at KCHA compost 
food scraps and paper products in both kitchens at its 
Tukwila Central Campus. The agency only purchases 
compostable plates and cups, but goes further by 

strongly encouraging employees to use real durable 
dishes. KCHA also composts all paper towel waste from 
its 7 bathrooms through a paper towel composting 
program with Cedar Grove Organics. 

KCHA also provides recycling of less common items to 
its staff. Employees have access to battery recycling, 
CFL recycling, and small electronics recycling. KCHA 
employees are encouraged to recycle both items 
generated at work and personal items from home.

King County Housing Authority values resource 
conservation, and makes choices that emphasize 
this value to its employees, residents, and the public. 
The City of Tukwila is committed to recognizing 
and supporting businesses in pursuit of a greener 
workplace.

Densifiers Condense Styrofoam, Expand Recycling
Cameron Ackley, WSRA member, cameronackley@yahoo.com

Did you know that expanded polystyrene (EPS), also 
known by the trade name Styrofoam™, is over 90% air? 
Now this previously non-recyclable material doesn’t 
have to be consigned to a landfill, thanks to the EPS 
densifier, which has been in existence for over 20 
years, but only recently made headway into public and 
industry consciousness. 

There are various types and models of densifiers, 
which convert light-weight Styrofoam blocks into rock-
solid ‘ingots’, to then be beneficially reused in plastic 
applications like computers, picture frames and TV sets. 
The 50:1 compression aspect greatly reduces storage 
and hauling space.

One business that accepts EPS from both private 
citizens and commercial concerns is StyroRecycle, a 
former WSRA Recycler of the Year, located near Renton 
IKEA. Owner Marilyn Lauderdale has been compacting 
Styrofoam into ingots since 2007. When asked how she 

initially got EPS recycling off the ground, Lauderdale 
said, “When I first started this, I (literally) went door to 
door, cold calling four days a week, emailing businesses 
every evening and 6 hours each weekend day.” 

That persistence has paid off for Marilyn, who hopes 
to work cooperatively with funding sources and 
community partners toward the goal of further 
growing her company. 

She has also assisted in the startup of two other 
regional businesses that take in polystyrene: ECO Foam 
of Woodinville, and Everett’s Busy Beaver Recycling, 
both WSRA members. 

Cities that hold EPS drop-off events bring their 
material to StyroRecycle, which also accepts flattened 
cardboard and clear film, such as stretch wrap, bubble-
wrap and large plastic bags. Contact StyroRecycle at 
253-838-9555 or www.styrorecycle.com.

Hardened EPS extrusion and ingotsA worker feeds polystyrene into the densifier at the 
dropoff location in Renton 

StyroRecycle does a brisk business accepting material 
from both the public and commercial enterprises

http://styrorecycle.com/
http://ecofoamrecyclers.vpweb.com/About-Us.html
http://ecofoamrecyclers.vpweb.com/About-Us.html
http://busybeaverrecycling.com/
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King County Master Recycler Composter (MRC)  
Volunteer Training in May

Kim Ducoté, Resource Stewards, LLC, Kim@ResourceStewards.com 
on behalf of the King County Master Recycler Composter (MRC) Program

Did you know half of what goes to Cedar Hills Regional Landfill could 
be recycled? The King County Master Recycler Composter program 
is looking for outgoing individuals who want to inspire others to 
reduce waste and recycle more. Learn all about the do’s and don’ts of 
curbside recycling, including food scrap recycling, and then put your 
training to work through volunteer outreach. 

The Master Recycler Composter training will be in Kent, Saturdays 
May 3rd and 10th, with an optional field trip on May 17th. This FREE 
training is open only to King County residents outside of the cities of 
Seattle and Milton. For more information, visit the MRC website.

Master 
    Recycler Composter 

  Volunteer Training            

2014

For 
King County residents 

outside of Seattle and Milton

In Kent:  
3 Saturdays from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m:

May 3 and May 10: (attendance  
required both dates)

May 17:  optional field trip

Department of 
Natural Resources and Parks
Solid Waste Division

Apply Now – Due April 30
your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/mrc

Contact 206-633-0451 ext. 120 or kingcountymrc@seattletilth.org

Learn:
•  the do’s and don’ts of recycling curbside 

materials and food scraps/food-soiled paper
•  how to engage the public and provide 

effective outreach
•  how to recycle more!

bilingual 
candidates 

encouraged 
to apply

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/mrc/index.asp
your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/mrc
mailto:kingcountymrc%40seattletilth.org?subject=MRC%20Volunteer%20Training
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Waste Management Wins Awards for 
Foodcycling and Compost Days Campaigns

Robin Freedman, Senior Communications Manager, 
Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, rfreedma@wm.com

The Puget Sound chapter of the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) awarded 
Waste Management a Totem Award for Public Service for its 2013 Foodcycling 
Campaign. The company’s 2013 Compost Days Campaign also won a Totem Award. 
In partnership with King and Snohomish Counties, Waste Management is dedicated 
to strategic grassroots education and outreach programs that create sustainable 
communities. 

The Totem Award is a symbol of creativity and accomplishment for the PR industry 
in the Puget Sound area. The program is designed to recognize projects and 
programs that demonstrate excellence in PR and rise above the competition. PRSA 
Puget Sound honors the best public relations programs, tactics and practitioners in 
the region at its annual Totem Awards Celebration. Each entry is judged on its own 
merits, with Totem Awards and Certificates of Excellence being awarded in more 
than 20 categories and multiple sub-categories. 

L to R: Molly Brumley, Colehour + Cohen Public 
Relations, Sego Jackson, Snohomish County, 

Candy Castellanos, Waste Management 

David Della Brings Sustainable Energy 
Systems Experience to Waste Management

Robin Freedman, Senior Communications Manager 
Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, rfreedma@wm.com 

David Della, former Seattle City Council Member, is joining Waste Management’s 
Public Sector team. Mr. Della brings a combination of public and private sector 
experience in government, sustainability and community affairs. As a Seattle City 
Councilmember (2003–2007), he served as Vice Chair of the Energy, Environment and 
Technology Committee. He had previously served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Seattle 
Mayor Norm Rice and was Executive Director of the Washington State Commission 
on Asian Pacific American Affairs.

At the completion of his public service, David turned his attention to helping 
businesses, non-profits and Native American tribes build a clean, sustainable energy 
future.  His business, Eco-Ready, focused locally, while his other company, Global 
Eco-Ventures, worked in Asian Pacific and developing countries.

Based in Seattle, David will work closely with Waste Management’s municipal 
partners in Seattle, Renton, Tukwila, Newcastle and sustainability partners at the 
University of Washington.

http://wmnorthwest.com/2013summary/foodyardwaste.htm
http://wmnorthwest.com/2013summary/foodyardwaste.htm
http://atyourservice.seattle.gov/2013/03/15/compost-days-rewards-regional-efforts/
http://www.prsapugetsound.org/Page.aspx?nid=26 
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CleanScapes is now “Recology CleanScapes”!
Erika Melroy, Government and Community Affairs Manager, Erika.Melroy@CleanScapes.com

CleanScapes, a Seattle-based local company, merged 
with Recology, a San Francisco-based company two 
years ago. This spring, the final and most visible 
elements of the merger will be revealed.  New facilities, 
financial resources and business opportunities will 
reinforce Recology CleanScapes’ commitment to 
communities, the environment and zero waste of 
resources.  

Recology was established in the Bay Area in the 1920’s, 
and now provides solid waste and recycling services 
to over 100 communities on the west coast, including 
the City of San Francisco.  Recology partners with 
municipalities to implement innovative programs and 
increase diversion rates.   

This spring Recology CleanScapes will open a Material 
Recovery Facility (MRF) on E Marginal Way about 3 
miles south of downtown Seattle, adding 100,000 tons 
of processing capacity to the region.   As the newest 
in the area, the facility will incorporate the latest 
advancements in sorting equipment and technology. 

The new MRF will include an Artist in Residence 
program where local artists create works of art from 
reclaimed objects.  Modeled after other Recology 
Artist in Residence programs, the artists’ creations 

will be displayed in local galleries and public places in 
partnership with local arts organizations.  

As of June 2014, Recology CleanScapes will be serving 
seven cities in King County, including one-half of the 
City of Seattle. The collection fleet in all communities 
will be rebranded with the new company color 
scheme—white trucks with blue and green accents.  

Dan Bridges, a 30-year veteran of the solid waste 
industry, will become the new General Manager of 
Recology CleanScapes. Dan served as Senior Operations 
Manager for CleanScapes  over the last 7 years. Dan 
says, “Helping establish CleanScapes as a successful 
local player has been a privilege. As GM of Recology 
CleanScapes, I will continue to reinforce the values 
behind that success; a customer-focused culture and 
responsiveness to the needs of the cities we serve.” 

Recology CleanScapes has introduced a new corporate 
structure to the solid waste industry in the Northwest.   
As of November 2013, Recology CleanScapes’ became 
100% employee-owned.  Through the Employee Stock 
Ownership (ESOP) model, all union and non-union 
employees  have a personal stake in delivering  excellent 
service to the municipalities they serve.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle


•	18	• Spring 2014

How Does Your Toner Recycling Program Rate?
Ellen Gengler Marketing Manager, Magnum Print Solutions ellen@magnumlaser.com

Toner cartridges have a huge impact on 
the environment. Over 300 million toner 
cartridges are thrown into the trash 
every year. That’s over 9 toners every 
second ending up in local landfills.

Many companies encourage recycling 
toners, but not all recycling programs 
have positive environmental effects. For 
example, many new toner cartridges 
come with a shipping label included 
in the packaging. When the cartridge 
has been exhausted, the user simply 
puts the cartridge in a box and puts the 
shipping label on it, making it very easy 
for the user to feel good about their 
recycling efforts.

What happens next to that toner is 
not widely known. The used toner 
is shipped to a sorting facility, often 
located across the country, requiring 
gas and carbon to get the cartridge to 
its location. In many cases, the sorting 
facility is just the first step on an arduous 
recycling road, which results in the toner 
cartridge crossing thousands of miles 
across the ocean to China or Europe, 
and then back to the US in the form of a 
remanufactured toner cartridge. 

The mass remanufactured cartridge 
cores are laser cut open, filled with 
toner, and then clipped shut and 
resold through big box retailers across 
the US. When purchased and used 
by an unsuspecting office, laser cut 
toners are prone to squeaking and 
leaking problems, causing printing and 

equipment issues.  Apart from quality 
issues, laser cut cartridges can only be 
used once, after which they end up in a 
landfill. 

A Closed Loop Toner Recycling Solution 
keeps used toner cartridges local and 
the cores intact – no ocean voyage, no 
clips. When a toner is remanufactured 
without laser cutting, the core can be 
re-used up to 12 times, which has a 
huge environmental impact. In addition, 
packaging, if designed correctly, can 
also be reused. With Magnum brand 
toner, the package is used up to 30 
times.

The environmental savings add up. For 
example, an office that uses 15 closed 
loop remanufactured toners a month 
would, over the course of a year, save 
energy equivalent to:

•	 540 quarts of oil

•	 1620 pounds of raw materials

•	 720 pounds of recyclable material 
from landfills

•	 2 trees

•	 1278 gallons of water

•	 216 pounds of greenhouse gas

To get an idea of what kind of savings 
your office could realize using a Closed 
Loop Recycling Toner program, plug 
your average toner use into the Carbon 
Calculator at www.magnumlaser.com.
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Magnum Print Solutions Celebrates the 12th Man!
Ellen Gengler, Marketing Manager Magnum Print Solutions ellen@magnumlaser.com

Located south of Century Link Field on 4th Avenue, 
Magnum Print Solutions joined other local businesses to 
support the Seahawks. The week before the “big game,” 
Magnum drivers dropped off packages of Skittles 
with Magnum toner deliveries. We displayed our 12th 
Man flag proudly, and on the last day of work before 
Super Bowl weekend we had a “Spirit Lunch” at which 
employees were encouraged to wear their favorite 
team’s colors. Even the lone Bronco fan still got respect. 

On the day of the Victory parade, Magnum was able to 
help a fan who had just flown in from the game. Marty, 
from Gig Harbor, needed to print out his admission 
tickets to the Century Link festivities, and after trying 
several locations unsuccessfully, he walked into 
Magnum. We printed his tickets and he was off to the 
party.

Can’t wait until next year. Go Hawks!

Just back from the Super Bowl, Marty 
holds tickets to the Seahawks party. 

Customer service rep, Mechele Moore, waving the 
12th man flag at Magnum HQ on 4th Ave South.

Magnum drivers delivered bags of Skittles the week before the Super Bowl.

Even Broncos Super Fan John had a good time, 
despite being outnumbered by Hawks fans!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
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A Sustainable Puerto Rico with Links to Seattle?
Christine Maple, Executive Director, Communivida, christine@alternavida.org

If you could turn back time and create your own waste 
management program from the beginning, what would it 
look like? As executive director for Communivida, a non-profit 
dedicated to building sustainable living practices in Puerto 
Rico, I am finding that Puerto Rico offers an opportunity to 
shape waste management policies, practices and procedures 
from the early stages.

Communivida is the non-profit vision of Alternavida (www.
alternavida.org), an award winning sustainable community 
model founded by Yancy Wright, who helped Sellen 
Construction become one of the greenest contractors in the 
state. Alternavida Retreat will provide ‘deep green’ meeting 
and lodging facilities for corporations, couples, individuals and 
holistic lifestyle retreats for renewal and innovation in Puerto 
Rico.

I found myself drawn to the Communivida vision - addressing 
behavior change at a “lifestyle” level, and so I am now working 
in Puerto Rico to help build an infrastructure focused on 
community outreach and job creation. 

Puerto Rico, a US Territory since 1917, is a 3,500 square 
mile island, or roughly the size of King and Pierce counties 
combined. Each one of its 3.7 million people generates almost 
5 lbs of trash per day, more than anybody else on the planet,. 
The 32 existing landfills will be full in 3-5 years, and the island 
is on the verge of a waste management crisis. My interviews 

in Puerto Rico tell me that the government is generally not 
trusted, and that the people, while passionate about these 
issues, lack education and organization.

As I become familiar with recycling practices (and the lack 
thereof) in Puerto Rico, I frequently have flashbacks to 1981, 
when I was cleaning garages in my neighborhood so I could 
gather newspapers and aluminum cans into black Hefty bags, 
and then beg my parents to drive me to the West Seattle 
Recycling Center.

If the people of Puerto Rico are going to create less waste, 
they need to see the value in the change, and it needs to 
create a positive impact in their lives. Comunivida aims to be 
the vehicle that empowers people to change behavior and 
experience the resulting positive impact, both as individuals, 
and as part of a sustainable community. 

WSRA members are rich in knowledge and experience 
in the recycling industry, and I have many questions as I 
create programming: How would you set up collection 
to ensure efficient outcomes? How would the facilities 
look? Where would they be? How would you build an 
educational program?  If you have ideas about how to build 
an infrastructure for sustainable living in Puerto Rico, do it 
differently, faster, more easily, or more effectively, feel free to 
email me.
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Ecova Employees Named to Seattle Public Utilities’  
Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Lani Aviado, Operations Manager, laviado@ecova.com 

Two employees of Ecova’s Waste Solutions Team were recently 
named to the Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee (SWAC). 

Project Lead Stephanie Schwenger and Project Associate 
Chris Toman will serve on the citizen-led committee for two 
years. The SWAC evaluates SPU’s waste and recycling policies 
and makes recommendations to SPU officials, the Seattle City 
Council, and other government agencies. 

“Being a member of SWAC is a great opportunity to have a voice 
in Seattle’s waste and recycling efforts,” said Schwenger. “The 
City has ambitious waste diversion goals and I’m excited to use 
my experiences at Ecova to help them be successful.”

In addition to having a say in important policy decisions, SWAC 
members get a chance to learn more about the solid waste 
industry as a whole. “SWAC brings together different members 
of the industry —policy experts, consultants, haulers, and the 
public,” said Toman. “It’s an excellent place to stay abreast of 
emerging trends in the industry and it’s great that the city 

provides a forum 
where we can get 
everyone in one 
room to solve the 
problems we all deal 
with on a day-to-day 
basis.” 

In 2014, the 
committee 
will be making 
recommendations 
on a number of 
important items, including statewide product stewardship 
legislation, a new food packaging ordinance aimed at reducing 
the contamination of Seattle’s compost and recycling streams, 
and proposals for the North Transfer Station rebuilding project. 
It promises to be a busy year!

Submit an Article to the 
Summer Issue of The Report!

Share your company’s news, achievements, upcoming 
events, personal life updates and more with other WSRA 
members by submitting an article for the Summer Issue 
of The Report! This is a great opportunity to inform and 
inspire other WSRA members by showcasing your or 
your company’s recent news. To submit an article, simply 
follow the Article Guidelines. 

E-mail your completed article and separate photos to 
Lindsay at recycle@wsra.net. Don’t forget to ask about 
advertising opportunities! We look forward to sharing 
your news with other recyclers!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Recycling-Association/110824792321206
https://twitter.com/WSRArecycle
http://www.ecova.com/solutions/commercial-industrial/sustainability/waste-management.aspx
http://www.seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Garbage/CommunityAdvisoryCommitees/SolidWaste/index.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Garbage/CommunityAdvisoryCommitees/SolidWaste/index.htm
https://wsra.site-ym.com/default.asp?page=Newsletter_Submit
mailto:recycle%40wsra.net?subject=Newsletter%20Article%20Submission
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