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WSRA Seeking Nominees for
Annual Recycling Awards
Nominations due Monday, January 13, 2014
WSRA is seeking nominations for our annual Recycler of the Year awards, which spotlight
individuals, businesses, government agencies and community organizations that are
making outstanding contributions to expanding and strengthening recycling and
waste prevention. We welcome nominations of individuals and organizations that have
demonstrated noteworthy dedication, innovation and success in recycling initiatives
across the state.
Award categories include Individual Recycler, Public Agency, Institution, Non-Profit,
Higher Education Institution, Business Generator, Public Education, Youth Education,
Innovation, Nucor Steel Recycling Business and the Recycling Hall of Fame.
2013 award recipients include: Jeanette Brizendine, Sustainable NE Seattle Tool Library,
City of Shoreline, Franciscan Health System, Waste Management, City of Issaquah,
Western Washington University Office of Sustainability, General Biodiesel, Mercer Island
School District, Port of Seattle/SeaTac Airport and The RE Store REvision Division. Frances
Ambrose, Don Frey and Carl Woestwin were inducted into the Recycling Hall of Fame for
outstanding long term contributions to recycling. For more information on why these
companies, agencies and people received the awards, please visit www.wsra.net.
A committee of recycling professionals and community members will review 2014
Recycler of the Year nominations and select recipients whose accomplishments will
be featured at the annual
Awards Banquet at the WSRA
Conference.
Nominations are due by
January 13, 2014. Detailed
criteria and nomination forms
are available on the WSRA
website. Contact the WSRA
office at 206-244-0311 for
application assistance or more
information.

2013 Recycler of the Year recipients

Message From the President
Scott Campbell, Waste Connections, scottc@wasteconnections.com
I am hoping everyone is looking forward to 2014 with great expectations and enthusiasm.
The Washington State Recycling Association certainly will be bursting with enthusiasm. Our
focus can be bright with new expectations and learned processes; we have many projects
and additional member benefits that we will share in the coming months. The WSRA is
coming off of another great year. Achievements and accomplishments include a new web
site and stellar WRED events.
Starting a new year is also a perfect time to say thank you to my fellow board members, I
appreciate your dedication, collaboration and confidence. Thank you to the members, your
support certainly has helped us grow. Once again, I would like to applaud Emily Phillips,
executive director, who’s worked untiringly since the start of her employment. Her talent
and perky friendly attitude certainly has been a positive for the WSRA.
With the new year, I take this opportunity to wish you and your families the very best in
life, hoping that all the joys, successes and contentment will be with you as we roll into
2014. Please make the commitment to attend the WSRA Conference being held this year in
Vancouver, Washington. Your Conference Committee promises an educational conference
with an impact. I hope to see you there.

Scott Campbell, WSR A President

Congratulations to Chad Pregracke, CNN’s 2013 Hero of the Year
WSRA’s 2013 Conference Keynote Speaker Recognized for Efforts to Remove Trash from US Waterways
In November 2013, Chad Pregracke, president and founder of his nonprofit Living
Lands & Waters, was named CNN’s Hero of the Year. Chad has made it his life’s work
to clean up the Mississippi River, along with other waterways around the country.
Growing up in Illinois with the Mississippi River in his backyard, he was tired of
seeing trash floating in the water and washing up on shore.
Chad, now 38, lives on a barge nine months out of the year spending each day
pulling tires, washing machines, refrigerators, hot tubs and tractors out of the
Mississippi River. He and his crew organize community river clean ups elsewhere
around the country enlisting thousands of volunteers to pull more than 7 million
pounds of trash and debris out of the water to date.
Chad is notorious for his lively spirit, upbeat personality and passionate dedication
to cleaning up our national waters. The Washington State Recycling Association
was honored to have Chad as their keynote speaker at their 2013 conference in
Stevenson, WA. All attendees were inspired and impassioned by the words, images
and calls to action he presented.
The WSRA extends hearty congratulations to Chad on being honored as Hero of
the Year, and, more, for his ongoing remarkable efforts to clean up our beautiful
rivers and streams and teach us all the importance of taking care of our natural
environment.
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Washington’s 2012 Recycling Rate over 50 Percent
Kathy Davis, media relations, 360-407-6149, kathy.davis@ecy.wa.gov and
Dan Weston, Waste 2 Resources, 360-407-6409, daniel.weston@ecy.wa.gov
Washington’s 2012 recycling rate dropped slightly to 50.1 percent from a high of 50.7 in 2011, according to data reported in December by the
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology). For the second year in a row the rate exceeded the 50 percent goal set by a 1989 Washington
law. By comparison, the 2011 national recycling rate was 34.7 percent.
Washington residents recycled over 4.4 million tons of material in 2012, equal to 3.5 pounds recycled per person per day. Glass, gypsum and
organic materials, including food and yard debris, showed the biggest increases in recycling. Metals and newspaper had the biggest declines.
The total volume of municipal solid waste (MSW) recycled by state residents declined by nearly 90,000 tons in 2012, or about 2 percent from
the previous year, while the amount of MSW disposed as garbage increased by almost 20,000 tons. This shift in tonnage resulted in a slight
drop in the recycling rate, falling from the high of 50.7 percent in 2011.
Recycling in Washington continues to provide important environmental benefits. In 2012, recycling materials instead of sending them to
landfills helped avoid emitting 2.6 million tons of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Recycling also saved enough energy to power 1.1
million homes for a year (nearly half the households in Washington).
“People in our state continue to be among the best when it comes to putting less in trash and more in the recycling bin,” said Laurie Davies,
manager of Ecology’s Waste 2 Resources Program. “Per capita disposal numbers are at their lowest in 24 years while amounts of recycled and
composted materials like electronics, food and yard debris continue to rise.”
The overall amount of waste diverted from landfills, including materials reused and burned for energy
in addition to being recycled, decreased from 57.2 percent in 2011 to 54.7 percent in 2012, largely due
to a drop in asphalt and concrete diverted and a decline in the amount of wood burned for energy.
“Collectively, there have been big improvements in the waste management system over the years,”
Davies said. “But we still throw away lots of recyclables and other resources. Wasting these resources is
not sustainable over the long term. There is still work to do.”

wsra.net

More information:
Solid Waste and Recycling Data
Recycling Locations
Ecology’s social media
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Enliven Your WSRA Membership by Joining a Committee!
WSRA staff, recycle@wsra.net
The majority of WSRA work is accomplished by a large pool of volunteers who are organized into 11 working committees. Serving
on a committee is an excellent opportunity to get to know other members while helping provide the services that keep WSRA
vital and strong. Consider how your interests and skills could contribute to strengthening WSRA while you take advantage of
opportunities to network with other members! To learn more or join a WSRA committee, contact committee chairs or email
Lindsay at recycle@wsra.net.
The following committees are currently seeking members:
Awards Committee: Plans and executes the Recycler of the Year Awards program designed to recognize the top achievers
in Washington’s recycling community.
Co-Chairs: Jeff West, New Day Recycling and Deanna Carveth, Snohomish County Solid Waste
Development Committee: Develops new fundraising opportunities and supports existing revenue generating programs.
Oversees renewal and retention of members, recruitment of new members and membership dues structure.
Co-Chairs: Susan Thoman, Cedar Grove Composting and Susan Long, Starbucks Coffee Company
Education Committee: Oversees the planning and implementation of public education programs, manages the Conference
student guest program and staffs the WSRA booth at educational events.
Co-Chairs: Candy Castellanos, Waste Management and Charlie Maxwell, LeMay Pierce County Refuse
Networking & Fun Committee: Plans and executes activities and events that provide networking and social opportunities
for members, welcome new members and attract diverse participation in WSRA.
Co-Chairs: Jeanette Brizendine, City of Federal Way and Denise Small, Northwest Center
Policy & Advocacy Committee: Monitors and evaluates legislative issues of interest to WSRA members, develops white
papers and makes recommendations to the Board of Directors.
Co-Chairs: Troy Lautenbach, Lautenbach Recycling and Mark Tveit, City of Tacoma

Welcome Our Newest Members!
T.D. Wang Advertising Group
409 Maynard Avenue South, Suite 208
Seattle, WA 98104
http://tdwang.com

T. D. Wang Advertising Group is a certified and minority-owned, full-service
multicultural advertising agency based in Seattle, WA, opening the doors
for businesses that recognize the value of cultural diversity. We concept
and execute marketing campaigns for multicultural demographics and are
ready to put our bright ideas to work for you.

Contact: Ha Na Park
hana.park@tdwang.com
206-623-6888
Pure Cullet Company
7201 E. Marginal Way South
Seattle, Washington 98108

Pure Cullet is a glass processor of recycled post consumer glass. We process
the glass to make furnace ready cullet.

Contact: John Davenport
jdavenport69@comcast.net
206-793-3096
Patricia Liu (individual member)
MBA, Bainbridge Graduate Institute
patty.liu@bgi.edu
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Patty Liu is a graduate of the Bainbridge Graduate Institute where she
earned her MBA in Sustainable Business. A proponent of waste reduction
since before she can remember, her passion re-ignited after a visit to
Taiwan and seeing their zero-landfill initiatives in action. She has recently
volunteered for Trash Backwards, a waste reduction start-up founded
by Liesl Clark and Rebecca Rockefeller of the Buy Nothing Project. She is
excited to turn her interest in waste into a career and is looking forward to
learning more about the different facets of the waste world from the WSRA.
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WSRA Conference Registration is Open
May 4-7, 2014
The Hilton Vancouver, Washington
Emily Phillips, WSRA executive director, emily@wsra.net
WSRA’s 34th Annual Conference, “Nurturing Our Roots, Growing Our Future” will be
another not-to-miss event! Join us May 4-7, 2014 at The Hilton in downtown Vancouver,
Washington to explore current recycling trends and challenges, and network and
collaborate with colleagues from across the state.
Emily Phillips,
WSRA Executive Director

The 2014 conference will
feature regionally and
nationally recognized speakers, including:
Back by popular demand, Grant Baldwin and
Jen Rustemeyer will deliver the Keynote Address.
Baldwin and Rustemeyer are the duo behind The
Clean Bin Project, a multiple award-winning documentary film and blog about a yearlong competition to live zero waste. Grant is a film director, editor, composer and photographer who started his
career in audio engineering, while Jen is a writer and film producer by night and an analyst for Light House (a
green building non-profit) by day.
Between them they have bicycled across the country, written songs for hit movies like Limitless, taught veggie
education in schools and made toothpaste from scratch. They are dedicated recyclers and zero wasters and
recently spent six months living off discarded/rescued food as part of their forthcoming documentary on food
waste called Just Eat It.
Monday afternoon’s plenary session will feature Jerry Powell, owner and publisher of two magazines and a
newsletter (Resource Recycling, Plastics Recycling Update and E-Scrap News). Previously, Powell founded and
managed a recycling consulting firm for a decade and founded and managed a recycling business in Portland,
Oregon for more than eight years. He is a past three-time chair of the board of the National Recycling Coalition
and three-time chair of the board of a state recycling association. He has spoken on waste management
and recycling issues in 46 states and five Canadian provinces. Powell will speak about the current state of
Washington’s recycling industry and where we are headed.
China’s Green Fence policy has had significant impacts on markets over the past year, and Tuesday’s afternoon
plenary session, “One Year After the Green Fence,” will be devoted to discussing the recycled commodities
markets from this lens. A panel of experts will share their perspective on how the Green Fence has changed the
industry over the last year and what they anticipate for the market moving forward.
In our closing session, Galen Emanuele, President of Shift Yes, will lead us in a motivating and inspiring
discussion to reflect on our theme of “Nurturing Our Roots, Growing Our Future,” collaborate with fellow
recyclers and apply what we have learned at the 2014 conference to move our industry forward. Galen has
been performing and teaching all levels of applied and performance improv for 8 years, including performing
and touring with improv legend Ryan Stiles. He has over 15 years of experience in sales and marketing, and
has provided staff development workshops and keynote presentations for many local and multinational
companies and organizations. Galen is also the founder and executive director of Pass the Hat, a local nonprofit
organization that provides financial relief to families that are victim of tragic events.
A showcase for the latest recycling, re-use and waste reduction programs and technology, the WSRA
conference and trade show features leading-edge educational sessions, celebrated local and national experts
and speakers, enjoyable networking events, over 30 exhibit hall displays ranging from the newest equipment
technology to award-winning re-use product displays and more! The highlight of the four-day event is the
Recycler of the Year Gala Awards Banquet, when we recognize innovation and leadership in recycling, and
honor individuals whose career achievements warrant induction into the Recycling Hall of Fame.
View the conference brochure with the full agenda at www.wsra.net.
We look forward to seeing you at The Hilton Vancouver Washington in May 2014!

wsra.net
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Auto Recyclers Collect Toxic Mercury from Salvaged Cars
Kathy Davis, kathy.davis@ecy.wa.gov, Aurana Lewis, hazardous waste specialist, aule461@ecy.wa.gov,
and Gary Smith, Auto Recyclers of Washington, arrow@sisomedia.com
A program sponsored by the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology), the Automotive Recyclers of Washington Association
and End-of-Life Vehicle Solutions, collected its 200,000th mercury-containing automotive switch in August, representing a total of
445 pounds of mercury prevented from entering the environment since the program began in 2006.
Mercury switches were phased out in 2003, but prior to that time, they were used for convenience lights under hoods and in trunks,
as well as in early anti-lock braking and airbag systems. If mercury switches are not removed, mercury escapes into the air and
contaminates soils and storm water when the vehicles are crushed, stored and recycled.
The statewide program relies on auto recyclers - including dismantlers, wrecking yards and scrap metal processors to voluntarily
remove and properly dispose of switches before sending vehicles to scrap metal recyclers. Auto recyclers are reimbursed $3 per
switch.
“The Auto Recyclers of Washington are proud to partner with Ecology to recover mercury switches,” said Don Phelps, the group’s
president and an auto recycler for 45 years. “Auto recyclers manage end-of-life vehicles by recovering and selling used parts, which
protects the environment and saves consumers a great deal of money as compared to new parts.”
According to Russ Spalding from Spalding Auto Parts in Spokane, “This program has provided the guidance, training and support
necessary to focus our industry toward a common good.”
Nucor Steel in Seattle melts down scrap metal from recycled vehicles. Removal of mercury switches means less mercury emission in
the melting process. Bart Kale, Nucor’s safety and environmental manager, commented, “Anything we can do to keep mercury out
of the scrap steel feedstock is worth the effort. It’s a great example of business and government working together to make things
happen.”
K Seiler, manager of Ecology’s Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program, remarked, “Because mercury is so toxic, a very
small amount can affect human health and the environment. Through a small financial incentive and assistance from Ecology, this
program has helped businesses prevent the release of hundreds of pounds of mercury.”

RECYCLE
BATTERIES
THE EASY WAY!!!
IT’S THIS EASY!
• buy the pre-paid GREEN BATTERY BUCKET for just $70*
• fill the bucket with all of your old, tired batteries**
• call the phone number on the bucket
• All Battery Sales & Service picks up your bucket and responsibly recycles your batteries....Your’e done!!
That’s it.....no additional costs, no additional hassles!!
Call Jack @ 425.743.7677 and order the GREEN BATTERY BUCKET today!
*Includes pick-up, delivery, recycling and provides a written receipt demonstrating responsible recycling.
**Alkaline, carbon zinc, nickel cadmium (Ni-CAD), nickel metal hydride (Ni-MH), lithium (any chemistry), small sealed lead acid, plus cell phones, ipods, any devices with batteries!
*** The Green Battery bucket is available in Northwest Washngton State only.
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members on the move
David Baker
Congratulations to David Baker, who has accepted a position
in Olympia as the Surplus Operations Manager for the
Department of Enterprise Services for Washington State. “I am
very excited about this role, and look forward to working with
you in this capacity,” David noted. David has worked in solid
waste/recycling in Thurston and Mason counties since 1998.
David’s new contact information:
David Baker
Surplus Operations Manager
Department of Enterprise Services

Kiel Harvey
PCI Waste & Recycling Equipment is proud to welcome Kiel
Harvey to their refuse and recycling sales team in Portland.
Best of luck, Kiel!
Kiel’s new contact information:
Kiel Harvey
Refuse & Recycling Equipment Sales
PCI Waste & Recycling Equipment
503-535-9158
kiel@pciequipment.com

Desk (360) 407-1925
Cell (360) 485-9762
david.baker@des.wa.gov

Golden Dumpster Awards Highlight Best Practices by Seattle Properties
By Kevin Kelly, CleanScapes, Kevin.kelly@cleanscapes.com
The 2013 Golden Dumpster Award winners were announced in December at the annual Seattle/King County Business Owners and Managers
Association (BOMA) event. (http://www.bomaseattle.org/awards-programs/ )In partnership with BOMA, CleanScapes and Seattle Public
Utilities, the Golden Dumpster Awards recognize Seattle commercial properties that have made significant achievements in the areas of waste
reduction, recycling and tenant education.
Awards were given in three categories based on the size of buildings. Each Golden Dumpster Award winner has made significant progress in
reducing their total solid waste, while increasing recycling and educating tenants on the best practices for reducing waste management costs
and conserving natural resources.
The 2013 winners of the Golden Dumpster Awards are:
Property Name
World Trade Center North (tie)
Adobe Waterfront Building (tie)
625 Union Station (tie)
605 Union Station

Management Company
CBRE
Cushman Wakefield
CBRE
CBRE

Category
Small (under 200,000 net rentable square feet)
Small
Small
Medium (200,000 – 500,000 sq. ft.)

Bank of America 5th Avenue Plaza

Hines Properties

Large (over 500,000 sq. ft.

“BOMA is delighted to partner with Seattle Public Utilities and CleanScapes to promote resource conservation through the Golden Dumpster
Awards,” said Rod Kauffman, President of BOMA Seattle King County. “By shining a light on the best practices of these organizations, we hope
to encourage others to utilize these cost-effective and environmentally responsible approaches.”
“These properties are leading the way on environmental stewardship,” said CleanScapes’ President and founder, Chris Martin. “The tenants
and property managers at these sites set an excellent example for other commercial properties to follow.”
“This year’s Golden Dumpster winners exemplify this city’s commitment to recycling,” said Pat Kaufman with Seattle Public Utilities. “As part of
their cost-effective business practices, Seattle’s business community has made recycling, composting and waste prevention a priority.”
The Golden Dumpster Awards began in 2012 as a way to encourage properties to limit the amount of waste generated by their buildings. The
program encourages property managers to educate tenants on how best to limit their “waste footprint” while promoting composting and
recycling as alternatives. The results have been greater waste diversion and cost savings among participants.
Property managers used a variety of techniques to achieve their waste diversion goals, including conducting waste audits, using smaller
garbage containers, expanding recycling and providing face-to-face tenant training prior to the roll-out of new services.

wsra.net
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Western Washington University to Host Waste Week in January
Maddie Gavigan Martin (2013 WSRA Student Guest), Residents’ Resource Awareness Program Assistant, Office of Sustainability,
Western Washington University, resrapasst@wwu.edu
Engaging university students to recognize the amount of waste they generate and the impact of that waste on the environment
is the challenge of Washington State University’s Residents’ Resource Awareness Program out of the Office of Sustainability. The
program aims to encourage students to make more sustainable choices that better benefit our future planet and communities.
Maddie Gavigan, program assistant and 2013 WSRA conference student guest, reports that the Residents’ Resource Awareness
Program will host a week dedicated to waste awareness from January 14 - 17. For four days the campaign will sweep across
campus, captivating students bound by their studies. Waste Week will kick off with a “Trash Walk”, in which students and staff will
collect and carry all of the waste they produce throughout an entire day. Zero Waste Western will then facilitate personal waste
audits for individuals to characterize the landfill, recycling and organic waste they amassed.
Events to build community and spur conversations about product consumption and socially responsible and environmentally
respectful disposal of waste will continue throughout the week, culminating in a large scale waste audit.

Waste Management and Residents Provide over 8,600
Pounds of Food to Federal Way Food Bank
Robin L. Freedman, Senior Communications Manager, Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, rfreedma@wm.com
Just in time for Thanksgiving, Waste Management teamed up with the City of Federal Way to call upon generous
residents to donate food for the Multi-Service Center Food Bank, which feeds the community’s most vulnerable.
Waste Management dedicated drivers and vehicles to pick up donations, resulting in 8,659 pounds of food delivered
to the food bank.
Waste Management, which contracts with Federal Way to collect garbage and recycling for some 17,000+ customers,
has partnered with the City and the community to collect a total of 107,818 pounds of food over the last six years.
About the MSC Federal Way Food Bank
The MSC Federal Way Food Bank serves families and individuals living within the bounds of the Federal Way
School District, and is one of the largest food banks in South King County. Open three days a week, the food bank
serves elderly on fixed incomes, unemployed and underemployed families, homeless individuals and immigrant
families—47 percent are children. The food bank is operated by the Multi-Service Center, an independent, nonprofit
organization based in Federal Way that offers comprehensive services to help people become more self-sufficient.
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Olympia’s GrassCycling Virtual Workshop Wins
National SAVVY Awards
Ron Jones, Senior Program Specialist, City of Olympia Public Works, rjones@ci.olympia.wa.us
Getting the public to take notice and act on environmental messages has never been an easy job. Sometimes we
have to be creative and take risks to stand out and get through.
The Olympia GrassCycling program and its virtual Survey Monkey workshop format seem to have found the right
level of creativity and risk!
During the peak growing season, the volume of organics collected at the curb more than triples, impacting
collection efficiency significantly. To address that challenge, the City undertook a GrassCycling program funded
by a Washington State Department of Ecology Coordinated Prevention Grant. The plan was to educate and
encourage residents to use grass clippings on site by mulch mowing, composting or using them as mulch. The
program included incentives such as rebates for purchase of mulching mowers and compost bins, as well as
education from a prominent local gardening icon.
The 2012 program used four conveniently located and
well-promoted workshops featuring horticultural expert,
Marianne Binetti, and $150 rebates toward purchase of
mulching mowers. To the City’s disappointment, extensive
targeted outreach and incentives only attracted 75 residents.
Most were not familiar with mulch mowing, but appreciated
the message. Yet, only 22 actually took advantage of the
mower rebates.
After a lackluster experience promoting in-person
workshops, the City wanted to try a new approach in
2013. With approval from the Department of Ecology
Waste2Resources program, City staff set out to tackle an
online virtual format with hopes for increase participation.
(We figured if we can’t get folks to show up in person, maybe
we can get them to spend a few minutes clicking online! You
know, the spare time between family commitments, reality
TV shows, PBS documentaries and Facebook!)
We were looking for a way to utilize a rather traditional education model of delivering a general message,
quizzing the audience and reinforcing the correct response. After some brainstorming, our communication team
discovered that Survey Monkey would allow us to design a virtual workshop format that would fulfill the need.
Moreover, we got the added bonus of survey data!
The virtual workshop was a hit! Within a week of sending out a direct mail notice, we had over 200 participants,
and all rebates were claimed. Feedback from residents was phenomenal. Based on the open-ended feedback, it
seemed clear that residents were thinking critically about what they had learned.
As a result, the City won a First Place City-County Communication and Marketing Association (3CMA) Savvy
Award in the Go Green category and Third Place Award of Excellence in Digital Interactive Newsletters. One of
the judges commented, “Simply Genius! Who would have thought to take a tool we all use for collecting data
and turn it into a tool to disseminate information? And the presentation of information kept me engaged and
chuckling all the way through. When I finished, I was ready to go out and buy a mulching lawn mower, even
though I have only 250 square feet of grass!”

wsra.net
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Richland Announces Green Award Winners
Gail Everett, City of Richland, geverett@ci.richland.wa.us
The City of Richland is proud to announce the 2013 Green Living Award winners. Shari’s Restaurant in Richland is the Green
Business of the Year. The Green Project of the Year award went to the Marjorie Sutch Greenway Cleanup Project, completed
by volunteers from G4S Secure Systems and Kadlec Regional Medical Center. Event of the Year is CH2MHill’s Zero Waste
Picnic. Others honored included AREVA, Local Boys Metal Recycling, Christ the King’s Sausage Fest, Washington State
University’s Anti-litter Mapping Project and the Hanford Green Remediation Project.
Shari’s Restaurant has implemented a nation-wide “Shari’s Water/Energy Efficiency Program,” better known as “S.W.E.E.P.”
The program includes a variety of water and energy efficient improvements. For example their “Smart Irrigation System”
connected to a NOAA weather satellite that will only allow watering when there is no rain in the forecast. Other changes
include new heated “dipper wells,” to reduce natural gas usage, improving their purchasing habits to reduce waste and
more.
The Marjorie Sutch Greenway Cleanup Project was coordinated by Chad Weidert, an employee from G4S Secure
Solutions who works at nearby Kadlec Regional Medical Center. Chad rallied a group of co-workers, family and friends to
meet on a Saturday morning to collect five 50-gallon trash cans full of garbage from the park, shoreline and the waterway
that runs through the park. As concerned citizens and environmental stewards, this group worked to clean and beautify the
park, which is habitat to many ducks, muskrats, fish and frogs.
CH2MHill, Plateau Remediation Company serves about 3,500 employees and their families for a picnic each summer. The
event generated a lot of waste, including uneaten food, food scraps, plates, utensils, cups, cans, bottles, paper, plastic and
wooden sticks from ice cream bars. Organizers decided to do something about the waste generated and, after a season of
planning, they diverted 95% of their waste from being landfilled.
This is the ninth year Richland has recognized businesses and organizations who are working to reduce their impact on the
environment. For more information visit the Green Recognition Program webpage.

Congratulations!

Richland Green Living Awards
2013

L to R: Cory Nelson, Local Boys Metal Recycling, Fan Favorite; Gail Everett, Co-Host; Jessica and Chad
Wiedert, Green Project of the Year –Sutch Park Cleanup; Kevin Lanham, Shari’s Restaurant, Green Business
of the Year; Sara Austin and John Ciucci, CH2MHILL, Green Event of the Year; Gary Ballew, Co-Host.
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Issaquah CleanScapes Store
Features Green Products
Cameron Ackley, cameronackley@yahoo.com
Situated in Gilman Village, the Issaquah CleanScapes store is a
perfect venue to indulge in pursuit of all things green. Beneficial
reuse is the overall theme, as 60% of inventory is made from
recycled material. Everyday household items are attractively
displayed, and knowledgeable staff will provide helpful answers
and explain how local products come to their shelves.
Customers can learn methods of ‘green cleaning’, and how to
reduce their carbon footprints by not only gardening, but homecomposting. Plus, the store accepts limited quantities of certain
recyclables, including Styrofoam blocks, fluorescent tubes,
textiles, small appliances, electronics, household batteries, used
bicycles and bike parts.

Cassie Schoenman assists shoppers from behind the counter.

wsra.net

Dishwasher-safe plates made from recycled plastic and stainless-steel lunch
containers are among the many everyday products available.

Colorful hats, made from various recovered textiles, adorn the wall.
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Recycling Rides into the Kitsap County Fair and Stampede
Kaitlin Phelps, Keep America Beautiful Behavior Change Project Assistant, kphelps@kab.org) and
Kelley Dennings, Former Director of KAB Recycling Programs and Services, kdennings@gmail.com
with support from Toni Fuller, Solid Waste Technician, Kitsap County Public Works, tfuller@co.kitsap.wa.us
The Kitsap County Fair and Stampede partnered with Keep America Beautiful (KAB) and the Alcoa Foundation
to implement recycling and composting systems as part of KAB’s commitment to the Clinton Global Initiative.
The project goals were to create sustainable recycling and composting systems at special events, to introduce
recycling and composting to a wide variety of people, and to learn more about how to build and improve event
recycling and composting.
Research has shown that inconvenience is the biggest barrier to recycling and, therefore, overcoming this
barrier was KAB and the fair’s primary focus. Overall, KAB set out to test and document the effectiveness of
specific practices, such as motivating vendor participation through green awards, having volunteers circulate
among compost bins and using large “Recycle Here” flags to attract attention.
The first important consideration in planning for the fair was personnel. KAB estimates new programs require
at least 130 hours of planning, procurement, education, coordination and public relations time prior to the
event, as well as full-time staffing on the ground during the fair. Furthermore, fair staff expertise was critical to
identifying priority bin locations and other elements specific to the fairgrounds. The project could not have
succeeded without Kitsap fair and solid waste administrative and maintenance staff to coordinate preparation
on the ground and provide expert knowledge of the fairgrounds.

Large flags make containers
hard to miss!

A dedicated AmeriCorps member partnered with KAB staff to coordinate volunteers, who staffed the Kitsap
County Solid Waste Division’s education booth and helped run a “Get Caught Recycling” program with the
Betty the Bottle mascot, checked recycling containers and did observational research. The booth, visited by
nearly 1,200 fair-goers, focused on the “Tricky Ten” recycling contaminates, distributing a flyer and reusable
shopping bags.
Container placement was crucial. Observational research indicated that unpaired recycling bins may start to
be used as trash bins, and so keeping recycling and trash containers closely paired was a priority. Another
important consideration was container locations. With guidance from fair staff, KAB staff created a list of
priority locations, including vendor areas, stages, sitting areas, halls and portable toilets. The locations were
chosen because they either generate a large amount of material, or are where people tend to eat or dispose of
beverage containers before entering.

Green Vendors show off their
award

Ten tall “Recycle Here” flags were used as attention-getters near containers in high traffic areas, and for those
that had fewer bins. The flags also served to inform fairgoers that recycling was a priority for the fair.
While effective infrastructure and visible signage can help a recycling program succeed, there are still barriers
that must be overcome. One of the most important barriers was vendor use of non-recyclable containers, which
required fairgoers to sort between recyclables and non-recyclables. KAB and the fair encouraged vendors to
use recyclable containers by giving out “green vendor” fair ribbons to provide recognition of vendor dedication
to using environmentally-friendly products.
This year’s fair also featured a pilot compost program. Given the high volume of food at the fair, a large portion
of the waste is organic. Green bins were used to collect compostable material during two lunchtimes. Two
volunteers monitored the bins for contamination. The compostable material was then hauled to the fair’s
on-site compost facility.

A volunteer staffs recycling and
compost containers

Based on preliminary data, the fair recycled 2.5 tons, collected 10.6 tons of fats, oils and grease, and composted
.04 tons for a 38.8% waste reduction/recycling rate. KAB and fair staff are excited to see such positive results,
and hope to continue to increase the rate in future years.
While there is much work and resource dedication needed to increase recycling and composting at fairs and
similar public events, we continue to learn efficient and effective steps that can lead to improvements in waste
reduction and recovery. These programs require dedicated time, knowledge and skill, but Kitsap County’s
results speak to how event coordinators can make a difference by including recycling.
KAB and Kitsap County hope to assist other events to improve their recycling and composting programs.
For reports, articles, templates, webinars and other event recycling resources from this project, as well as
information on upcoming trainings in 2014, visit http://americarecyclesday.org/public-space-recyclingresources or contact the individuals listed above.
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King County Campaign Takes a Bite Out of Household Food Waste
Karen May, Project Manager, King County Solid Waste Division, Karen.may@kingcounty.gov

Visit recyclefood.com to see
King County’s food waste
prevention videos
PCC Chef Jackie Freeman shares food waste prevention tips
with the Sawade family in their kitchen.

Food is a valuable resource, but American households toss
out 25 percent of the food they purchase, wasting more
than $1600 a year per household. In addition, Food and
compostable paper make up 25 percent of single family waste
at King County’s Cedar Hills Regional Landfill.
In an effort to reduce food waste, King County has launched
Food: Too Good to Waste, a county-wide education campaign
that includes an online video series with local PCC Natural
Market’s Chef, Jackie Freeman. In the video, PCC’s Freeman
shows three families the path to preventing food waste.
“Working with Chef Jackie, we learned a lot about how to
reduce food waste, such as tricks for dealing with leftovers that
makes them more appetizing and even fun to deal with,” said
Jennifer Sawade, one of the three families participating in the
online video series. “We have now embraced leftover cooking,
mindful grocery shopping and better fridge organization.”
The Food: Too Good to Waste campaign joins a growing
national and international movement to reduce the amount
of food that goes to waste on its journey from farm to plate.
At the household level, food is wasted due to overbuying,
improper food storage, tossing leftovers and cooking or
serving too much.
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“Imagine letting one out of four bags of groceries go to waste
every month,” said Karen May, King County Solid Waste
Division program. “That is the amount of food the average U.
S. household wastes. This campaign provides tools and tips
for making small changes in how we shop, prepare and store
food.”
King County also hopes to raise awareness of the financial and
environmental impacts of wasted food. Though food scraps
can be composted, it’s best not to waste food in the first place.
When food is wasted, so is the energy, fuel and water that has
been used to get it to our kitchens.
The Food: Too Good to Waste program was designed through
a collaboration between the Environmental Protection
Agency, King County and more than 25 other state, city and
county government partners over the last three years. King
County piloted the campaign last year with a local elementary
school, and plans to make this a multi-year public education
effort.
For more information and resources, including videos and
recipes to help prevent food waste at home, visit
recyclefood.com.
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Magnum Print Solutions Recognized in 2013
Washington Green 50 Awards
Ellen Gengler, Marketing Manager, Magnum Print Solutions, ellen@magnumlaser.com
For the second year in a row, Magnum Print Solutions, WSRA member
and the largest toner manufacturer in the Northwest, has been
recognized in Seattle Business Magazine’s Washington Green 50
Awards. The prestigious list, now in its’ third year, recognizes businesses
in all sectors that advocate, create and enhance sustainability practices.
Past winners include: Alaska Airlines, Bastryr University and Keeney’s
Office Supply.
On hearing that Magnum was again selected as a winner, Steve
Seavecki, President and CEO of Magnum Print Solutions stated, “We are
honored to be recognized for this award again. We remain committed
to finding new ways to minimize the environmental impact and carbon
footprint for our business, and provide reuse and recycle opportunities
for our customers and partners.”
Magnum Print Solutions has redesigned the toner manufacturing process, optimizing packaging design
and recycling efforts to minimize waste and maximize component reuse. Magnum created an online
application—”Carbon Calculator” to encourage businesses to track environmental savings; the application is
available on Magnum’s website.
In 2012 Magnum calculated their total environmental savings:
• Recycled over 22,750 pounds of metal from toner cartridges
• Conserved 152,280 quarts of oil
• Conserved 456,840 pounds of raw materials.
• Prevented 203,040 pounds of materials from being sent to landfills
• Saved 508 trees
• Saved 360,396 gallons of water
• Prevented 60,912 pounds of greenhouse gas from being emitted
The Magnum Recycling Program, which recycles used toner cartridges from businesses throughout the
Puget Sound, continues to be popular and successful. Participating companies include the Fred Hutchinson
Research Center, Seattle Cancer Care Alliance and office supply distributors Keeney’s and Chuckals.
Judges for the Green Washington Awards included leaders in the environmental and educational
communities. The Washington Green 50 Award is presented annually by Seattle Business Magazine.
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Republic Services Hosts National League of Cities Tour at
Seattle Recycling Facility
Anne Laughlin, NW Area Public Relations Director, Republic Services, ALaughlin@republicservices.com
On November 12, just days before America Recycles Day, Republic Services and Seattle Public Utilities welcomed
fifty members of the National League of Cities (NLC) to a first-hand view of the Northwest’s largest, most advanced
recycling facility, located in Seattle’s SODO neighborhood.
Tour organizers talked with elected officials from around the U.S. about critical investment in technology and
equipment that has helped make Puget Sound a national leader in recycling. Republic’s Seattle facility tops the
company’s list of 72 recycling centers nationwide.
“Seattle celebrates 25 years of recycling this year, thanks in great part to Republic Services’ recycling facility,” said Tim
Croll, Solid Waste Director for Seattle Public Utilities. “Our city is a national recycling leader. To date, our residents and
businesses have recycled 1.7 million tons of material, enough to fill two city landfills. This facility is the result of industry
innovation and community initiatives coming together on behalf of a cleaner, healthier environment.”
Many Puget Sound communities are well ahead of the national recycling average of 34.7 percent. In Seattle, single
family households currently recycle and compost more than 70 percent of the waste they generate. In the past 25
years, Seattle has recycled 15,000 tons of aluminum, 551,000 tons of recycled newspaper and 1.2 million tons of paper.
“Republic’s capacity and state of the art equipment combined with the recycling efforts of residents in Seattle and
the greater Puget Sound area have helped achieve major milestones in recycling,” said Matt Henry, General Manager
for Republic’s recycling facility. “Our facility is the key to unlocking recycling potential and enables local municipalities
to enact Zero Waste legislation. Together, we are some of the environment’s biggest advocates, recycling more than
200,000 tons of material each year.”

On the left, Republic employees sort different types of paper that will be baled and shipped to mills.
On the right, the intake pile of recyclables making their way to a series of conveyor belts for sorting.
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Seattle Implementing New Construction Material Recycling
Requirements in January
Gabriella Uhlar-Heffner, Seattle Public Utilities, Gabriella.uhlar-heffner@seattle.gov
As of January 2014 all construction and demolition projects in Seattle will need to keep the following new materials out of disposal containers
and transfer station disposal areas: metal, cardboard and new construction gypsum scrap materials. Asphalt paving, bricks and concrete
are already banned from disposal. The expanded disposal ban will not apply to other targeted recyclable materials, such as carpet, plastic
film wrap, clean wood and tear-off asphalt shingles until 2015. After learning from industry stakeholders about problems with recycling
infrastructure and markets, Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) undertook rulemaking in October 2013 to delay the implementation date for carpet
and plastic film wrap to 2015.
Facility Certification
In January 2014, SPU will also publish an initial list of “qualified” receiving and recycling facilities based on certain criteria. The status of the
listed facilities will be confirmed by April 2014 after SPU has undertaken testing of the residual from sorting and processing at permitted mixed
waste recycling operations for conformance with the materials banned from landfill disposal.
Qualified mixed waste recycling operations will be expected to submit monthly reports of inbound and outbound materials to SPU. Qualified
source separated recycling facilities will also need to be in good standing with their “permit exempt” status and submit an annual Recycling
Report to SPU if they received any inbound materials for reuse or recycling from Seattle.
Transfer stations will either inform customers who include targeted materials in garbage loads that the station either does not offer recycling
of the commodities or that they “transload” them to a qualified recycler for sorting.
Waste Diversion Planning and Reporting
Building owners, property management companies and construction contractors applying for Seattle Building permits will have new
reporting and documentation requirements as well. The Seattle Building Code now requires that all projects over 750 square feet submit a
Waste Diversion Plan to the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) prior to receiving a permit. If the project involves a total or partial
demolition, a Salvage Assessment will also need to be submitted.
Finally, both the Seattle Building Code and the Solid Waste Code now require that permittees submit a Waste Diversion Report (WDR)
within 60 days of a project receiving its Final Inspection Approval from DPD. The WDR documents the quantities of different waste materials
generated on the job site, how they were hauled and where they were delivered for reuse, recycling or disposal. Facilities will need to give
hauler receipts for each load, which record the weight, estimated volume, or number of items delivered. Haulers will need to give all receipts
to the Project Superintendent or manager. SPU will review the WDRs to check whether materials are being delivered to qualified receiving and
recycling facilities.
More information is available at www.seattle.gov/util/CDWasteManagement
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Fast FoodPlus!Taco Time Northwest Composts
Wes Benson, Taco Time NW, wes@tacotimenw.com and Rodd Pemble, Sanitary Service Co., rodd@ssc-inc.com
Customers at Taco Time stores in
Bellingham are noticing prominent
FoodPlus! compost signs similar to those
on the nearby Western Washington
University campus. That’s because Taco
Time is the first regional fast food chain in
Whatcom County to champion food scrap
and paper composting.
Taco Time Northwest decided to start
composting in 2010 in response to
regulations in the City of Seattle. After
trying a 3-bin system and finding it was
nearly impossible to ensure customers
didn’t contaminate recycling and compost
bags (it only takes one person in a
hurry), the company decided to go 100%
compostable with their serving items.
Using compostable serviceware makes
the process much simpler for customers,
much easier for employees and saves
money by reducing collection costs and
contamination.
As a local company based in Renton,
Taco Time Northwest quickly found
that going 100% compostable with
dine-in packaging throughout Western
Washington was one way they could
“put their money where their mouth is”
regarding environmental resources and
long-term community health. (Or, as Rodd
Pemble of Sanitary Service Company
says, “putting their money where OUR
mouths are – wrapped around Taco Time
burritos!”)
All thirty-five Western Washington
corporate Taco Time stores now get their
compostables collected, and 80% of Taco
Time NW franchise stores participate,
including all stores in Skagit, Snohomish,
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and King Counties and most stores in
Pierce County.
Roll out was pretty simple. Employees
were briefed about “back of house”
compostable materials. Composting signs
went up on former dining room trash
receptacles to let customers know where
to put leftover food and packaging. A
tiny, office-size garbage bin on top of
the compost receptacle was designated
for the very few items that still go to the
landfill. In Whatcom County, switching
to composting was easy, not just for
customers, but in the kitchens as well.
Sanitary Service Company (SSC,www.sscinc.com), the primary recycling collector,
“right sized” inside and outside collection
containers with site visits to every location.
Says Wes Benson, Taco Time Franchise
Representative, “Rodd made suggestions
about bin sizes and locations in the
restaurants to reduce temptations for
employees to throw compostables in
the trash. (We are a fast food company
and efficiency is a huge issue for us on a
moment to moment basis. It isn’t about
laziness on the employee’s part; it’s about
“What do I do with this compostable cup
that fell on the floor now that the fryer
timer is beeping and I need to clean the
dining room too?”)
“Both Rodd at SSC and his counterparts
at Cedar Grove (which serves Taco Time
Northwest locations outside of Whatcom
County) have been outstanding and
responsive to all our needs, challenges
and questions. They have made it a lot
easier for us to make this change.”

SSC and Nooksak Valley Disposal, which
provides compost collection for the
Lynden Taco Time, haul compostables to
Green Earth Technology in Lynden (www.
greenearthtechnology.com), which makes
great compost, as well as providing local
jobs.
According to Benson, “Taco Time
Northwest (TTNW) is a local company, and
local communities are our priority. Our
store tortillas are made in White Center,
our beef is Washington-raised, potatoes
for our Mexi-fries are grown and
manufactured into our product in Moses
Lake, and our pinto beans are grown in
Eastern Washington. Likewise, our stores
are run by local people who care about
the long term health of the land, air and
water we need to continue to live rich, full
lives into the future.”
Some compostable products like drinking
straws are a good deal more expensive
than non-compostable alternatives, but
it’s worth it to Taco Time NW to support
sustainable resource use and waste
reduction. The goal of 100% compostable
has positively impacted customer loyalty
and helped Taco Time keep growing
business, even though economic times
have been tough.
Sanitary Service Company and Taco
Time Northwest are working to keep
Washington green and growing. The next
time you get a hankering for a tasty burrito
or taco salad made with the freshest
ingredients, support the businesses that
are putting sustainability first, for you,
your children’s children and beyond.
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Waste Management Wins Awards for Latino Recycling Outreach
Alejandro Paredes, Account Executive at T.D. Wang, Alejandro.paredes@tdwang.com
Waste Management and T.D. Wang Advertising Group, LLC, were honored to receive two awards at the Puget Sound American
Marketing Association (PSAMA) Pulse Awards in November. They were awarded Best Integrated Marketing for Medium/Large
Business and the coveted Best in Show for their campaign, Cantando se aprende a reciclar—By Singing You Learn to Recycle.
This is the first time a multicultural in-language campaign has been recognized at the PSAMA Pulse Awards.
“The PSAMA Pulse Awards highlight the region’s best marketing strategies, creativity and results,” said Don Morgan, president
of PSAMA. “These awards recognize marketers who best understand the pulse of their audience, and really embrace the
marketplace and its objectives. This is the only marketing awards competition of its kind in Washington, made even more
unique because winners were selected by their peers at the event.”
In Cantando se aprende a reciclar—By Singing You Learn to Recycle, T.D. Wang developed a four-tiered campaign that spanned
advertising (TV, radio and earned media), grassroots cultural outreach, digital content development and transcreation, and
cultural competency training for Waste Management. T.D. Wang started with key cultural insights at the core of the campaign
development and created an innovative cultural approach to resonate with the audience, delivering an impactful and
memorable recycling experience for the target community.
“Our campaigns are truly a team effort. We are thrilled to be recognized by the PSAMA and would like to also thank our partners
in this work—King and Snohomish County Solid Waste Divisions” said Robin Freedman, Senior Communications Manager at
Waste Management.
“With admirable competitors like Copacino+Fujikado and Microsoft Bing, we were extremely excited to be nominated for a
Pulse Award and it is an honor to have won the Pulse Awards” said Tim Wang, Founder & Principal of T.D. Wang.

Waste Management Campaign Strategy
display at the Pulse Awards

Left to right: Karla Nahmmacher, Account Coordinator at T.D. Wang; Alejandro
Paredes, Account Executive at T.D. Wang; Mariachi Fiesta Mexicana; Sego Jackson
Project Specialist IV Snohomish County Solid Waste Division; Ha Na Park, Creative
Strategist / Latino Market at T.D. Wang.
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New Green Battery Buckets Collect All Battery Types
Jack Bradbury, Recycling Coordinator, All Battery Sales and Service, Jack@allbatterysalesandservice.com
All Battery Sales and Service has a brand new way to recycle batteries, the GREEN BATTERY BUCKET!
The pre-paid 5 gallon green bucket holds up to 65 pounds of mixed batteries and sells for $70, which
covers battery pickup, recycling costs and proof of recycling. There’s no sorting and no additional
costs.
How it works:
• Buy the GREEN BATTERY BUCKET
• Fill the bucket with all your old, tired batteries (any and all batteries!!!)
• Call the phone number on the bucket label
• We’ll pick up your bucket and recycle them responsibly!
• Purchase a new GREEN BATTERY BUCKET when your full bucket is picked up
What batteries can be recycled with the GREEN BATTERY BUCKET?
ALL batteries! Alkaline, carbon zinc, nickel cadmium (Ni-CAD), nickel metal hydride (Ni-MH), lithium
(any chemistry), small sealed lead acid, plus cell phones, iPods, any devices with batteries!
Will All Battery Sales and Service still offer their regular service, or only the Green Battery Bucket?
ABS&S offers battery recycling service to many municipalities, counties and businesses throughout northwest Washington State, including
Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan, Island, Snohomish, King, Kitsap, Clallam and Jefferson Counties.. We supply battery collection containers, pickup
service and bill our clients for the material recycled. The Green Battery Bucket is an option for a user who wants to know his recycling costs
upfront. Customers who collect batteries for a long period of time don’t pay price increases because the Green Battery Bucket is pre-paid!
Order at 425.743.7677, ext. 247, jack@allbatterysalesandservice.com, or online.

“Curb to Compost” Online Toolkit Assists
Residential Food Scrap Collection
Jennifer Wagner, Marketing Director, BioBag Americas Inc, jwagner@biobagusa.com
The road to zero waste has led more and more municipalities to
build on existing yard debris composting programs to include
food scrap collection, a move that holds many opportunities and
also a number of challenges. The Composting Council Research
and Education Foundation (CCREF), now offers a pathway to
navigate these challenges in the form of a resource-rich webpage
of educational resources titled “Curb to Compost.” The toolkit
aims to educate decision makers and implementation teams on
the elements and benefits of starting and running a food scrap
collection program and why it is the next pivotal step in the road
to zero waste.
Specifically, the toolkit:
• Showcases the current state of residential food scrap
collection in the US.
• Provides a high-level framework for what a successful
compost program looks like when it’s up and running.
• Provides materials and tools to help educate residents on the
basics of compost and composting, the benefits of compost
and why the residents should participate in the program.
The toolkit targets municipalities and city governments that
already have some type of composting program, but are not
collecting residential food scraps.

wsra.net

According to Lori Scozzafava, CCREF Executive Director, “Only
2.5% of food scraps are recovered in the United States, so there is
incredible room for growth in this area. Also, this is an opportunity
for community leaders to improve local environmental conditions,
waste management practices and save tax payer dollars…
simply by collecting residential food scraps. This toolkit has
brought together a variety of resources that will assist cities
and municipalities in taking the next logical step in organics
recovery—by diverting food scraps.“
CCREF received a generous $2,000 contribution from the BASF
Corporation for the design and creation of the kit. Content
was created, vetted, research and coordinated with a working
group comprised of volunteer experts/foundation donors,
including: Christopher Bradlee (working group chair) and Stacey
Russell, BASF; Jennifer Wagner, BioBag; Doug Hill and Nora
Goldstein, BioCycle Magazine; EcoSafe Zero Waste; Rhodes
Yepsen, Novamont; John Sebranek, Orbis; Anne Morrissey, UCan
Corporation and Chuck Duprey, We Care Organics. Thanks to the
generosity of these individuals and their companies, this useful kit
has come to fruition.
Materials are available to download for public use from the CCREF
website.
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