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Welcome to the Washington State Recycle Association 
We are so pleased to have you as a member of our organization.

Your WSRA Membership will
be valid from:

 
January 1, 2023-

December 31, 2023

WSRA CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Phone: 253.525.5145
Email: recycle@wsra.net
Address: 5727 Baker Way NW Suite #200, Gig Harbor, WA 98332
Website: https://wsra.net/

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT
NEWS AND EVENTS FROM THE WSRA?

Please sign yourself and your colleagues up for our weekly digest HERE. 

https://wsra.net/resources/


LEADERSHIP
MESSAGE FROM THE WSRA PRESIDENT

Thank you. Whether you are new to the organization, or you measure WSRA participation by the decade, the
WSRA board of directors is grateful for each of our members. Your support and active engagement is what
drives the WSRA to be at the forefront of recycling and waste reduction within Washington and beyond. 
 
The past few years were a roller coaster for our group and industry as a whole. After two virtual conferences,
we returned to in person in May of 2022 at Semiahmoo (it was great to see everybody!), and will remain in
person at our upcoming conference in Yakima and beyond. We also brought on Brooke Galloway of AMI as
our new executive director, who has provided excellent support and experience for our organization. 
 
The lessons learned from the years prior have situated the WSRA to be stronger and more accessible than
ever before.  We will continue to offer both in person and virtual learning and networking experiences, to allow
high accessibility to intersect with high engagement. We hope that each of you will participate! Whether it's
on a committee, attending a WRED event, showing up at conference, or providing your feedback in a survey,
your involvement is what will guide the WSRA into the future. 
 
It is an exciting time to be part of the WSRA! Washington State is in a top position pertaining to recycling and
sustainability in the US and beyond. Yes, we still have room to improve, and I am confident that the WSRA will
remain at the forefront of the programs, policies, and ideas that lead our evolving industry. I cannot wait to see
what comes next for our organization and the world of recycling as a whole. Thank you for being a WSRA
member. Across all waste streams and entities- whether government, private, public or non-profit, we look
forward to collaborating, and advancing recycling and sustainability with you over the upcoming year and
beyond. 
 
Your WSRA President,
 
 
Joel Kohlstedt 



LEADERSHIP
Joel Kohlstedt, President | WM
Joel is a Recycling Education Project Manager for WM. He manages recycling education campaigns throughout Washington State focused on increasing recycling
and decreasing contamination through innovative programs and projects. He is passionate about conducting research and creating data-driven campaigns,
producing out-of-the-box strategies to engage residents, and optimizing program performance. Joel has worked in the recycling industry for over six years,
supporting cities throughout the Puget Sound and Oregon in increasing recycling through business and multifamily outreach, community presentations and local
recycling campaigns. Joel is a graduate of the University of Washington with a major in Environmental Studies. He combines his passion for education and
sustainability by creating educational programming that will ultimately help to reduce our environmental impact. Joel enjoys the outdoors, biking, snowboarding and
camping.

Hannah Scholes, Vice President | King County, Solid Waste Division
Hannah is a Policy Analyst for the King County Solid Waste Division. She supports policy and projects related to product stewardship, recycling, and circular
economy. She is passionate about environmental justice and ensuring programs and policies benefit all community members. Prior to her work at King County she
managed education and outreach for Waste Management and served as an environmental technician for Peace Corps Paraguay. She holds a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Systems from the University of California, San Diego, and a Master of Public Administration from the University of Washington. In her free time, you’ll
find Hannah outside hiking, biking, skiing or just goofing off at the park with her dog.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Kris Major, Secretary | City of Spokane, Solid Waste Department
Kris Major is the Education Coordinator for the City of Spokane’s Solid Waste Department. She has worked over 25 years as an informal educator for both public and
non-profit organizations in Idaho and Washington states. As an Education Coordinator for Spokane, she works with all ages and audiences teaching about waste
reduction, recycling, re-use, and composting. She coordinates the Master Composter/Recycler program and its volunteers who conduct community outreach on
waste reduction throughout the county. In 2016, The Washington State Recycling Association honored Kris by naming her its Individual Recycler of the Year. She has
been a WSRA member since 2010 and has not missed a conference since starting her job with the city that year.

Carla Johnson, Assist. Secretary | Municipal Contract Administrator Republic Services
Carla Johnson is the Municipal Contract Administrator with Republic Services where she has worked since 2014. In her role, she works closely with city and county
staff on waste diversion programs and provides community recycling outreach to a variety of audiences.  With a background in marketing and communication, Carla
has helped design outreach campaigns and recycling education. She has completed the Master Recyclers and Composting program and Certificates for public
speaking thru Toastmasters. Her previous experience was with One Redmond (the Redmond Chamber of Commerce) and international relocation real estate
services. In her free time, Carla stays active teaching skiing, snowmobiling, and camping with her family and two dogs.

Rick Vahl, Treasurer| LeMay, Inc / Waste Connections
Rick Vahl has worked alongside great teams at Waste Connections since 2012. His experience started in Alaska but then opportunities in California took him back to
the “lower 48”. With a variety of Hauling and Transfer Station experience he was able to join the management team of LeMay, Pierce County Refuse in 2019. Working
as a team to provide the safest and most customer focused services possible is what drives him to continuously improve. While balancing his career, he spends time
with his lovely wife Melody and their 2 daughters Emerald (8) and Eden (5). Born and raised in Portland, OR makes the PNW feel like home where one of their family
mottos comes to life – “There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad gear”.

Cyndi Holloway, Assist. Treasurer | Waste Connections
Cyndi has lived in Vancouver, WA for the past 28 years. She is married to Marty, a retired Commander for the Vancouver City Police Department. They have three
children, Chad (27), Taylor (22) and Hayden (21). Cyndi holds a Bachelor of Science in Business degree from the University of Washington. Her background is in event
planning and hospitality sales, before joining Waste Connections she was the Executive Director for the Heathman Lodge in Vancouver and prior to the Heathman,
she sold Las Vegas experience for Caesars Entertainment for over 8 years. Cyndi’s passions include Community, Friends/Family and Travel, but she is also very
committed to improving her golf game. 

Michelle Mulrony | Klickitat County Solid Waste
Michelle Mulrony joined the Klickitat County Solid Waste Department as the Recycling Coordinator in March of 2020. She had spent the previous 10 years in the
Outdoor Recreation field and received her Bachelor of Science in Recreation Management from Northern Arizona University. Her passion for the outdoors led her
into the field of recycling and waste reduction which contribute to a cleaner and long-lasting environment that all citizens can enjoy. At Klickitat County Solid Waste,
Michelle coordinates programs that focus on the 5-R’s, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Repurpose, and Recycle. Outside of work, Michelle enjoys spending time on her hobby
farm with all of her animals, kayaking, fishing, and camping.

Preston Peck | City of Tacoma, Solid Waste Division
Preston Peck is the Recycle Reset Project Lead at City of Tacoma’s Solid Waste Management Division and was responsible for conducting citywide community
engagement to determine the future of the residential curbside recycling program in the wake of China’s National Sword Policy. Preston also leads the division’s
policy efforts by identifying local, state, and federal policies’ impacts on municipal haulers and through representing the City of Tacoma on the Northwest Product
Stewardship Council’s Steering Committee and in the U.S. Plastics Pact. Originally from Alabama, Preston has called Washington his home since 2018 and loves the
numerous outdoor activities the state has to offer like skiing, backpacking, and swimming. When not at work, he can usually be found cooking, attempting to garden
or play guitar, or literally herding he and his wife’s two cats, Franky and Daisy.

BOARD MEMBERS



Karen Hultgren | Pierce County Planning & Public Works
Karen is a Solid Waste Recycling Analyst in the Sustainable Resources Division of Pierce County Planning and Public Works. She has worked in the recycling industry
since 2009 on residential, municipal and school-based recycling, waste reduction and composting programs in both Colorado and Washington and has worked for
Pierce County since 2016. Karen holds a Bachelor of Arts from American University and an M.B.A. from the University of Colorado Boulder – Leeds School of
Business. She lives in Tacoma with her husband, daughter and two rescue dogs. Originally from New Mexico, Karen is continuously amazed by the verdancy of the
PNW and is often found outside on adventures with her family enjoying the spectacular combination of mountains and water. In the past few years Karen has also
developed a bit of an obsession with spotting orcas in the waters around Tacoma.

Carolyn Bowie | Washington State Department of Ecology
Carolyn Bowie (she/her) serves as the Waste Reduction and Recycling Specialist for Western Washington at the Washington State Department of Ecology where
she leads the implementation for the Statewide Single-use Plastic Bag Ban and Single-use Serviceware law. Before joining Ecology in 2021, Carolyn conducted
education and outreach to communities and businesses across King County about waste reduction and sustainability at both the City of Bellevue and Full Circle
Environmental. As a lifelong environmentalist, Carolyn previously worked as an ecologist in the high deserts of California, Nevada and alpine meadows of Mount
Rainier. After getting a Masters in Public Administration from University of Washington, she pivoted from working in the field to the office to tackle upstream
environmental challenges in how we responsibly reduce and manage our waste. Outside of work, Carolyn tries to maximize time outdoors in her garden and explore
new trails in the Cascade Mountains; one of her greatest life achievements to date is backpacking the entirety of the Appalachian Trail, 2,102 miles, in 2018.

Logan Harvey | Recology
Logan Harvey is a long term environmental activist and avid promoter of waste diversion and at home sustainable practices. Prior to a move up to the Pacific North
West where he serves as Recology King County’s Government Relations Manager, Logan worked for Recology Sonoma Marin as a Waste Zero specialist and
served 2 terms as Mayor of the City of Sonoma where he used is position to raise the local minimum wage, develop and affordable housing trust fund, and ban the
sale of Styrofoam in the city.

INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR BOARD?

A packet of information about serving on the WSRA board is HERE. Please reach out
to WSRA Staff at recycle@wsra.net if you have questions or want more information.

LEADERSHIP

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001peyAJvQdXQgRxo-DRUv3nwEP_FYG74hH8gBcxjChBWoaGRTJQKvr8K7AlXP5k_xGbTP7RbvoQcUuNXNGDQqCkLjAkfJwSA-grWwa9kPo3zd0Txe9G2NFuQCuARGkDfmJ3Rq7YT3BfmNJwTruiMdDb2VZiOH8GPlLzcxxeG-pi3c1asiDsEFpfXKpP_ihC6YTqud2-mnZAM6mCUr2W4kOWoG5Ccm5wMTlmF2I-XICiJc=&c=FXa-Rq3KLR2X43HbCOWA1FBREYx5nfpBbAxCA2sZaG9V8P689eZo1w==&ch=sRTPqPDDefNL3fMiqmpGF2HcFFNr-hfX8FmVlQdFRdko7s4hYTQyxg==


COMMITTEES

Content – This subcommittee plans sessions, speakers, and tours that meet the needs of conference attendees and are
relevant to current happenings, emerging issues in solid waste and recycling, and advances diversity, equity and inclusion.
Fundraising – This subcommittee coordinates Conference sponsorship opportunities, the annual silent auction fundraiser,
and oversees the WSRA Conference budget.
Networking – This subcommittee plans and executes the annual Student Guest scholarship program, engaging and inclusive
networking activities for attendees, and the Recycler of the Year Awards and Hall of Fame program designed to
recognize the top achievers in Washington’s recycling community.

Awards
This committee plans and executes the Recycler of the Year Awards and Hall of Fame program designed to
recognize the top achievers in Washington’s recycling community.

Student Guest
This committee executes the annual Student Guest scholarship program for students that apply to attend our
conference.

This group plans and executes an Annual Conference and Tradeshow, focused on developing educational content and sessions,
planning facility tours, and networking activities. The Conference occurs every Spring in rotating locations across Washington
State. Conference planning typically takes place between September to May and volunteers are encouraged to support planning
efforts. Subcommittees include:

CONFERENCE

The Membership Committee focuses on the recruitment, retention, and recognition of its members.  It oversees the
financial health of the organization while striving to provide a vibrant, inclusive, and engaged member base
representing all areas of the recycling industry.

MEMBERSHIP

This committee plans WSRA’s Washington Recycles Every Day (WRED) event series. This committee also creates
programs that educate, inform, and stimulate membership professional development – making WSRA the primary
learning and knowledge source for recycling professionals in Washington.

WSRA'S WASHINGTON RECYCLES EVERY DAY (WRED)

The Policy Committee tracks legislation of interest to WSRA members and hosts an annual policy forum to educate
members on issues that could impact the recycling industry in Washington.

POLICY

WSRA's Equity committee works in partnership with members, volunteers, and the Board to critically examine all
aspects of WSRA's programs through an equity lens. We are excited to deploy a dedicated team to work in
partnership with members, volunteers, and the Board to critically examine all aspects of WSRA’s programs through an
equity lens.

EQUITY

INTERESTED IN JOINING A COMMITTEE?
To learn more or join a committee, please email recycle@wsra.net

https://wsra.net/awards/
mailto:recycle@wsra.net


EVENTS

WSRA's 43rd Annual Conference & Trade Show
Date: May 21-24, 2023
Location: Yakima Convention Center | Yakima, WA

The WSRA Conference and Trade Show is a showcase for
the latest recycling, re-use, waste reduction programs and
technology and brings together around 200 industry leaders
to learn, connect, inspire, and be inspired. We are now
accepting proposals for breakout session presentations!

WRED EVENTS:

The WSRA holds regular and annual meetings and events to best serve its members. We urge you to
take a look at what's coming up and share these activities with your colleagues. 

Please receive information about upcoming events, please sign up for our email
digests at https://wsra.net/resources/

The WSRA holds monthly virtual or in person events that educate,
inform, and stimulate membership professional development. Please
keep an eye out for our next event in our email digests. 

CONFERENCE: 



Check out your 
WSRA Resource

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The WSRA website aims to serve our members and contains
information about our organization, events, resources and ways to get

involved.
https://wsra.net/

View Website

WSRA WEBSITE

https://wsra.net/
https://wsra.net/


Access to best management practices for increasing recycling in your business or
community
Networking with hundreds of colleagues in one of the most collaborative groups of
recycling professionals in the nation
Promotion of your business via WSRA’s website, newsletter, weekly digest, press releases,
and social media channels
Discounts on WSRA educational seminars, workshops, and conferences
Access to policy forums, career center, tools and publications, and online networking
opportunities with other members
Informative and timely legislative and market information through members-only
publications, including our quarterly newsletter and weekly digest
Opportunities to showcase talents and experience through WSRA committees addressing
areas such as marketing, conference planning, policy & advocacy, member programs &
services, development, and education
Recognition for outstanding accomplishments with annual awards and an appreciative
professional network
Access to the WSRA Member logo to display on printed materials and website

We have a variety of opportunities to get involved in WSRA, whether that is serving on a
committee, volunteering at an event, presenting a webinar at at WRED event, speaking at our
conference, joining the Board, and more.

Membership Benefits:

OTHER QUESTIONS?
Please reach out to us at any time with any questions that may arise for you. We have a
breadth of knowledge within our organization and we are here for our members.

Please sign up colleagues of yours that you'd like to receive please sign them up for our email
digests at https://wsra.net/resources/

recycle@wsra.net
253.525.5145

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED?

https://wsra.net/resources/
mailto:recycle@wsra.net

