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WSRA 2026 RECYCLER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

We would like to take this opportunity to Congratulate the 2026 Recycler of the Year (ROY) award winners.  
 
WSRA presents the annual Recycler of the Year (ROY) awards to spotlight individuals, businesses, government agencies 
and community organizations that make outstanding contributions to strengthening and expanding recycling and waste 
prevention practices across the state. 
 
Recycler of the Year – Innovation 
ReFabrica 
 
ReFabrica is being recognized with the Washington State Recycling Association’s 2026 Recycler of the Year Award for 
Innovation, thanks to their dedication to designing the future of textile circularity. ReFabrica advances the textile reuse 
infrastructure by offering hands-on workshops, trainings, and collaborative projects with organizations generating textile 
waste. A few ways ReFabrica accomplishes building a scalable circular textile ecosystem are by offering Community Arts 
Programs, Workforce Development Programs, and developing Corporate Partnerships. Since launching its programs in 
2025, ReFabrica has trained dozens of participants in textile reuse skills, diverted hundreds of pounds of textiles from 
landfills, collaborated with designers and community organizations, and established a new textile reuse workforce 
curriculum. 
 
Recycler of the Year – Non-Profit 
Our Place Community Outreach 
 
Our Place Community Outreach is being honored as the Recycler of the Year – Non-Profit for their work providing 
emergency relief services for their community, by their community of donors, volunteers, and part-time staff. Our Place 
Community Outreach offers a Food Center, Clothing Center, Hygiene Center, and Laundry Center that serves 13,000+ 
individuals annually in Spokane, WA. Our Place sees its 39 years of service, the 10,000+ volunteer hours and the 13,000+ 
individuals served as Acts of Assistance. Their services are ongoing and they offer continuous support that is built around 
dignity and choice. Their Free Choice Model allows the people they serve to come in and choose what they need and 
gives a second chance to products that would otherwise have gone to waste. Our Place Community Outreach believes 
the more they can save, the more they are able to give.  
 
Recycler of the Year – Education 
City of Kirkland’s “Sort Smart Tournament” 
 
City of Kirkland’s Sort Smart Tournament is being awarded with the Recycler of the Year – Education Award. The Sort 
Smart Tournament was designed to create cleaner more sustainable communities. The goal of the friendly competition 
is to reduce recycling and compost contamination and improve resident sustainability behaviors. Educational guides 
(offered in 9 different languages), a sorting coach, and other educational resources supported the residents in their 

mailto:recycle@wsra.net
http://www.wsra.net/


Page | 2 
 

efforts to recycle and compost correctly. The participating competitors received monthly reports of contamination 
results, recycling and compost photos, and a review of container sizes to reduce overflow, contamination and improve 
efficiency. Across the competition, 9 different properties with 517 households participated. Resulting in all properties 
reducing waste and contamination in recycling and composting. 
 
Recycler of the Year – Individual 
Reama Schuldt of Spread Supplies 
 
Reama Schuldt celebrates the idea of Turning Trash into Transformation. Reama is the owner of Bremerton’s Spread 
Supplies, with a mission of being intentional about reducing, reusing and reimagining art materials. Reama sees the 
value of used items, imagining the opportunities of their full potential. Reama’s passion for innovation has impacted her 
community by inspiring others to embrace sustainability. Making it more approachable, interesting and engaging. Her 
ability to reimagine what others may see as trash has given materials a second life. Reama is recognized for the work she 
does in her community by blending creativity, education, and action in an accessible yet adventurous way. 
 
Recycler of the Year – Organics 
Meydenbauer Center 
 
Meydenbauer Center located in Bellevue Washington hosted nearly 300 events in 2025, welcoming 35,000 guests and 
serving an estimated 133,000 meals. Meydenbauer has a dedicated Sustainability Committee that was formed in 2023 
by members who share a passion about the environment. The Committee’s goal was to integrate sustainable practices 
into their operation with their focus on waste diversion, energy efficiency and staff education. Meydenbauer 
implemented Waste Diversion, Composting, Food Rescue, and Client Education in their efforts to reduce waste. They 
have seen a 16% improvement in waste reduction since 2023. Meydenbauer Center champions efforts to implement 
sustainability for events and gatherings of all sizes. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Washington State Recycling Association (WSRA), formed in 1976, provides leadership, networking, advocacy and 
education to foster the expansion, diversity and economic vitality of recycling in support of sustainable resource 
management. Its 120 member organizations and over 8,000 individual members include private, community and 
government recycling agencies, generators of recyclables, collectors, processors, transporters, broker, commodity 
markets, recycled content product manufacturers, and others.  Contact Washington State Recycling Association, 206-
244-0311, www.wsra.net. 
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